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| am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Narcotics Control Bureau for the
year 2009. The report presents an overview of the drug situation in the country in
the backdrop of the international drug scenario and the counter measures including
coordination efforts to combat it.

The pattern of drug abuse in the country presents a continuum from the previous
years, although abuse of pharmaceuticals and inhalants seems to be on the rise.

Trafficking trends of major drugs were by and large the same as in the previous
years. However, a few new trends and modus-operandi were noticed during the year.
The western borders of the country continue to be the major gateway for inflow of
South West Asian heroin. The porous land borders of eastern India serve as an easy
passage for outflow of heroin and cannabis from the country as indicated by the
substantial seizures in this region. Indigenous production of low grade heroin is also
a cause of concern. Involvement of foreigners, especially African nationals, in drug
trafficking in India was noticed this year too. Seizures of cannabis originating from
the North East and the states of Andhra Pradesh and Orissa have increased substantially.
Smuggling of hashish into the country through the Indo-Nepal border persisted. The
four cases of seizure of hashish on the coastline of the Kutch region of Gujarat
indicate a new trend. The dismantling of clandestine laboratories not only indicates
attempts to establish manufacturing bases for Amphetamine Type Stimulants in the
country but also the need for better vigil to prevent diversion of precursor chemicals.

Another area of concern’is the illicit poppy and cannabis cultivation in many states
of the country. A proactive and coordinated approach by NCB has resulted in destruction

of such illicit crop cultivation. For the first time, satellite imaging of illicit opium
crops has been conducted.

A special drive to nab absconders, who were wanted for many years, was initiated
this year with reasonable success. Increased focus was also laid on developing
database on drug operatives, networks and gangs.

Since drug law enforcement is a multi agency function in our country, coordination,
especially between the Central and State enforcement agencies, is the key towards
effective interdiction. The Bureau has taken several steps to enhance inter-agency
cooperation. During the year, four Regional Conferences of all drug law enforcement
agencies were held in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata. NCB also contributed to
‘capacity building' of other enforcement agencies by conducting trainings and
channelizing financial assistance to them.

The Bureau discharged its obligations under the various UN Conventions. Officers
of the Bureau participated in various international meetings. The first DG level talks
between Narcotics Control Bureau, India and Department of Narcotics Control,
Bangladesh were held on 25" & 26" March, 2009 at New Delhi.

A Drug Museum was also established this year at the NCB Hqrs New Delhi.

The Hon’ble Union Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram visited the NCB Headquarters
at New Delhi. His visionary and valuable guidance has provided a clear direction for
the future road map of the organization. Accordingly, various initiatives to strengthen
the capabilities of the Bureau have been undertaken. The continuous encouragement
and support provided by Shri G. K. Pillai, Union Home Secretary has immensely
benefited the Bureau.

| am sure that the organization would be able to meet the challenges ahead
successfully and fulfill its mandate to the satisfaction of all stakeholders.




Hon'ble Union Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram visited NCB Hqrs on September 29, 2009
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Cannabis, Opium and Heroin continued to be the major drugs consumed in the country.
Abuse of cocaine, synthetic drugs, pharmaceutical drugs and inhalants was also noticed in
some parts of the country.

Trafficking trends of major drugs were by and large the same as in the previous years.
However, a few new trends and modus-operandi were also noticed during the year.

Heroin trafficking continued to be predominant in the border states like Punjab, Rajasthan
& West Bengal. There were substantial seizures of heroin of South West Asian origin in
Punjab, Rajasthan and Delhi. Significant seizures of heroin were also made in West Bengal
near the Indo-Bangladesh Border.

Large quantities of cannabis sourced from North Eastern states were intercepted and
seized in West Bengal. In fact, the seizures of cannabis in West Bengal saw a manifold
increase compared to the previous years. There were also substantial seizures of cannabis in
Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. The Indo-Nepal border remained an important gateway
for entry of hashish into India. The four cases of seizure of hashish this year on the coastline
of Kutch area of Gujarat indicate a new trend.

A large number of African nationals involved in drug trafficking were arrested this year.
Two clandestine labs for manufacture of amphetamine type stimulants (ATS) busted in the
current year indicate attempts by traffickers to establish manufacturing facilities for synthetic
drugs by using locally available precursor chemicals. Seizures of Ketamine, though not a
substance covered under the NDPS Act, were made at the international airports of Delhi,
Chennai, Hyderabad and Kolkata while being smuggled to South East Asian countries. Instances
of diversion of precursor chemicals especially acetic anhydride and ephedrine/pseudo-ephedrine
for illicit use in the manufacture of heroin and amphetamine type stimulants (ATS) respectively
were noticed. Movement of pharmaceutical preparations including cough syrups containing
codeine to the neighbouring countries was noticed during the year.
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drug abuse patterns in India through National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO). A pilot
survey is being undertaken in three cities viz. Amritsar in Punjab, Imphal in Manipur and
Mumbai in Maharashtra to standardize the methodology for the national level survey. NCB is
also supporting the venture by providing necessary inputs.
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ILLICIT CULTIVATION OF

POPPY & CANNABIS

Cultivation of opium poppy is legally permissible in India only under license issued by the
Central Government. lllicit cultivation of the poppy, however, has been noticed in several
parts of the country, primarily for the production of poppy seeds, and also to a limited
extent for poppy husk, opium and its conversion into low grade heroin. Such cultivation on a
noticeable scale was reported from the States of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.

The Narcotics Control Bureau coordinated the actions of the State and Central agencies for
the identification and destruction of illicit poppy cultivation. Satellite images received from
Advanced Data Processing Research Institute (ADRIN), Secunderabad were provided to the
concerned States to facilitate ground level verification, identification and destruction of
such cultivation.

During the year 2009, NCB and various Central & State agencies destroyed 5,532 acres of
illicit cultivation of opium poppy compared to 1,820 acres in 2008.

(in Acres)
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