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The Narcotics Control Bureau completed
twenty years of service on March 17, 2006.
The Bureau remains dedicated to the cherished
goal of achieving a drug free society, and all
officers and men of the organization reaffirm
their commitment on this special occasion. It is
amatter of pleasure to present this annual report

for the year 2005,

The liberalization of the economy and
dismantling of regulatory regimes, while acting
as engines of growth and development at the
global level, have also contributed to drug
trafficking and abuse. Drug production and
consumption, the abuse of pharmaceutical
preparations, the diversion of chemicals into illicit
channels and the routing of funds generated
through illegal enterprises have acquired global
proportions. Enforcement steps have to be
planned keeping in view perspectives which

often need to transcend State boundaries.

Supply reduction, too, cannot be viewed in
isolation and the threat posed by drug trafficking
has to be tackled by adopting a synergistic
approach, incorporating demand and supply

reduction strategies.

The production and trafficking of illicit
drugs is driven primarily by the profit motive,
which responds to various stimuli operating at
the global and regional levels. A sizeable
population of about 200 million people
worldwide consumes some form or the other
of illicit drugs every year. Cannabis, with 160
million users, remains the most widely abused
drug worldwide, followed by cocaine, opiates
and heroin. Synthetic Amphetamines, with 34
million abusers, stands next to cannabis. The
global retail market for illicit drugs is estimated
at US$ 321.6 billion, which is larger than the
individual GDPs of nearly 90% of the countries
in the world. ( UNODC)

The emerging scenario of drugs and
drug abuse places India in a vulnerable
position. It lies on the major drug transit
routes from the world’s largest poppy
growing areas. It was estimated that the area
under cultivation in Afghanistan during the
year 2005 was 103,000 hectares, which was
about 21% lower than the previous year. Due
to a higher yield, however, the opium
production in 2005 was 4,100 tons, just slightly
lower than the 2004 figure of 4,200 tons. On
the East of India, the area under cultivation in
Myanmar was 32,800 hectares, less than in
the past but, nonetheless, still substantial.

(UNODC)

The neighbouring countries, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar, play
significant roles as source and consumer
countries and as transit facilitators for
cannabis, heroin,psychotropic pharmaceuticals

and precursors.

Nepal is a source country for cannabis
resin (charas) and cannabis herb (ganja). While
ganja is consumed indigenously, cannabis
fetches attractive prices in the domestic as

well as the international market.

The Indo-Sri Lanka sector continues to
be active and 180 kg of heroin was seized in
2005. Sri Lankan nationals remained involved in

thisillicit trade.

Wild growth of cannabis herb was reported
from limited areas in the states of Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Manipur. Destruction
operations were regularly undertaken by
different enforcement agencies, either alone

or jointly.

Pharmaceutical preparations with
psychotropic properties, as also opiate
analgesics, have been trafficked to Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar and the Gulf countries.
This prompted a nationwide effort by the NCB
against tainted chemists and manufacturers for

diversion of these medicines to illicit channels.

The Bureau, in collaboration with the US
Drug Enforcement Administration, busted an
international racket involving internet
pharmacies in which assets worth Rs. 8 crores
have been seized and frozen. This was a
significant milestone in the field of international

cooperation.




A total of 1,753 acres of illicit cannabis
plantations in remote and inaccessible terrain
were destroyed in several operations by the

NCB, in concert with the local police.

Supply reduction strategies, reinforced by
adeterrent punishment regime, have been quite
successful in containing the problem of drug
trafficking in the country. On an average, 15,000-
20,000 persons are arrested every year by various
enforcement agencies under the NDPS Act,

1985.

The analysis of the all India seizures of
narcotics reveals that approximately 1,000 kg of
heroin, 4,000 kg of hashish and 153 tons of ganja
were seized during 2005. The slight decline in
seizures of all drugs indicates more effective

efforts of drug enforcement agencies.

The Bureau has regular interaction with

foreign Drug Liaison Officers. This provides an

skt

effective mechanism to extend assistance and
cooperation in areas of mutual concern and a
number of controlled delivery operations
undertaken by NCB exemplify the resolve of the
global community to fight drug traffickers, for

whom national boundaries have no meaning.

The Bureau also continued to discharge

itsr ibilities to i the

of India as a signatory to various international
Conventions and Protocols. It extended
appropriate assistance to concerned
authorities of other countries in matters
related to prevention and suppression of drug
trafficking. It remains in the forefront of
international and regional initiatives in fighting
the global war on drugs by fulfilling India’s
obligations as a responsible member of the
international community which resolved in

1998 to achieve a Drug Free World.

*  During the year 2005, 981 kg of heroin was seized by the drug law enforcement

agencies.

«  Trafficking of Afghan origin heroin remained an area of concern. 266 kg of heroin

sourced to Afghanistan / Pakistan was seized in the country.

«  Trafficking of heroin on the Indo-Sri Lanka sector was also a matter of concern. 180

kg of heroin, destined for Sri Lanka, was seized in this sector.

*  During the year, 1,999 kg of opium was seized.

*  Seizures of cannabis resin aggregated to 3,965 kg in 2005. Nepal remained a major

source of cannabis resin trafficked into India.

¢ Cannabis herb is the most abused substance in India. The seizures of cannabis herb

(Marijuana) in 2005 were placed at 153 tons.

¢ India was targeted for sourcing of medicinal preparations. Some quantities of these

medicines were reported to be smuggled into neighbouring and other countries.

¢ There were no major seizures of precursor chemicals.
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The geographical location of India
facilitates regional transit routes for diverse
drug trafficking activities. Heroin of South
West Asian origin is carried into Western India
across the Pakistan border. The initial impact of
fencing of the border on heroin trafficking
appears to have diminished and substantial
seizures are again being reported. The Indo-
Nepal border remains the prime route of
cannabis inflow into India, and as much as

50-60% of the seizures are sourced to Nepal.

The North-East, with a long and porous
border with Myanmar, has continued to bear
the brunt of smuggling of heroin originating in
the Golden Triangle. Even though it has been
claimed in various quarters that poppy
cultivation has been eradicated in large areas,
no dramatic improvement has yet been seen on
the ground. The region is also active for
synthetic drugs like ATS, which appear to
show signs of increasing. The porosity of the
Bangladesh border and the huge coastal
outlet to Sri Lanka add further challenges to the

existing enforcement dimensions.

India is one of the few countries in
the world which allows licit cultivation of
opium to meet export as well as domestic
requirements of the pharmaceutical industry.
Stringent controls are exercised by the
Central Bureau of Narcotics but, given
the fact that poppy is grown by about
90,000 farmers over huge tracts of land in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and, to a limited
extent, in Uttar Pradesh, some diversion
of opium does take place. This diverted
opium is illegally sold, for consumption in
opium form and for the manufacture of a
crude variety of heroin, with a low
concentration, which is referred to as

Brown Sugar.

Wild growth of the cannabis plant is
common in pockets in several parts of the
country. This cannabis is consumed in the
form of herb, called ganja, or processed
illicitly by traffickers for resin, popularly
known as charas. Detection and destruction
operations are regularly undertaken to check

the menace.

Annual Report 2005




The massive chemical industry of India
has been regularly targeted by international
traffickers for precursors, mainly Ephedrine
and Acetic anhydride, which are used in
processing of synthetic drugs and heroin. A
tight control regime for precursors is in place
and the manufacturers are regularly
sensitized to adhere to the voluntary code
of conduct and follow the KYC — ‘Know Your
Client’ - norms. The negligible seizures of
precursors is indicative of the efficacy of the

coordinated efforts in this sphere.

Psychotropic pharmaceuticals like
anxiolytics, opiate analgesics and cough
formulations are widely abused by addicts
and these preparations are trafficked out of
the country owing to the huge demand and
high profit margins. The Bureau busted an
international racket using the internet for
supply of pharmaceuticals against orders
placed on-line by clients based in the USA

and Western Europe.

Drug trafficking networks and the
consequent generation of money related to
drugs are the new economic realities of

globalization. These have the potential for
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posing serious threats to institutional
frameworks and national security. The Bureau
has played a pivotal role in strengthening
other enforcement agencies by providing
financial assistance to their narcotic units,
imparting training and granting rewards to

officials as incentives.

The Bureau, being the nodal agency
of the Government in drug matters, has
shared local and regional perceptions and
made positive contributions in strategies
evolved at various world fora. The
commitments under multilateral and
bilateral arrangements were met by
extending cooperation in matters of

mutual assistance.

The coordinated efforts in targeting
and interdiction of drug consignments meant
for the European market made a positive
impact. Overall, enforcement efforts during
the year were better coordinated and yielded

more effective results.

ar 2005 in Review

Seizures of some of the major drugs during the last three years are as under:

(inkg)
Drug / Year 2003 2004 2005
Opium 1,720 2,237 2,009
Heroin 991 1,162 981
Cannabis herb ( Ganja) 79,653 144,055 153,660
Cannabis resin ( Hashish ) 3,013 4,599 3,965
Methaqualone 345 1,614 472

During the year 2004, 1,162 kg of heroin was seized in the country and in the year

2005, seizures aggregating to 981 kg have been reported.

Seizures of Heroin
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A state-wise analysis of seizures in 2005 indicates that Delhi (194 kg), Tamil Nadu
(179 kg), Maharashtra (127 kg), Madhya Pradesh (98 kg) and Uttar Pradesh ( 79 kg ) accounted

for the bulk of the seizures.

[{Clnnabis berts ( Ganja ):

Cannabis herb seizures during 2004 and 2005 were 144,055 and 153,660 kg respectively.

The states of Nagaland, Maharashtra, Assam, Manipur and New Delhi reported large seizures in

2005.
Seizures of Cannabis Herb
2005
2004
2003 |
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ﬂgh’s resin ( Hashish ):

In 2004, cannabis resin seizures were placed at 4,599 kg and in 2005 seizures
aggregating to 3,965 kg were reported. During 2005, major seizures of cannabis resin were
reported from the states of Delhi (1,662 kg), followed by Uttar Pradesh (773 kg), Jammu & Kashmir
(291 kg), Himachal Pradesh (255 kg) and Chandigarh (225 kg).

Seizures of Cannabis Resin
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% drugs:

Other drugs seized by Indian drug law enforcement agencies in 2005 were Morphine (47 kg),
Methaqualone (472 kg) and Cocaine (4 kg).

Seizures of Acetic anhydride were 300 litres in 2005 while seizures of Ephedrine were placed at

8kg

W arrested:

The number of persons arrested in 2005 was 19,746 as compared to 12,106 arrests in
2004. In 2005, 173 foreigners were arrested in comparison to 179 in 2004. Myanmar nationals
were the largest segment of foreigners arrested, followed by nationals of Nepal, Nigeria and
Sri Lanka.

[Financial investigations:
Financial investigations under the NDPS Act, 1985 against drug traffickers is a high priority

area for drug law enforcement agencies in the country. Properties worth Rs 38 million were

frozen in the year 2005, as compared to Rs 68 million in the year 2004.

pree
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TRAFFICKING TRENDS
IN MAJOR DRUGS

Heroin is a highly addictive drug which is synthesized from opium and, depending upon its
processing, the drug occurs in a variety of colours, ranging from white to dark grey. It is variously

known as smack, brown sugar and by many other names.

Afghanistan is the largest producer of illicit opium in the world. lllicit opium cultivation
has also been reported in Pakistan, Myanmar, Laos and Columbia. This opium is converted
to heroin and traffiked to the major consumption areas like Western Europe and North

America.

India is one of the trafficking routes of South-West Asian heroin which enters the country
from the India-Pakistan border. Some heroin of South-East Asian origin, which is trafficked

from Myanmar, reaches the states of the North-East.

During the year 2004, heroin seizures reported in the country were to the tune of

1,161 kg. while, during the year 2005, the heroin seizures aggregated to 981 kg.

Seizures of heroin during the last five years have been as under:

Year . Quantity Seized (in kg )
2001 940
2002 b7
2003 2l
2004 1,162
2005 28]
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Some states, which recorded significant seizures of heroin during 2005, are:

ificant Seizures of Heroin 2005

State Quantity seized ( in kg )
Delhi 194
Tamil Nadu 179
Maharashtra 127
Madhya Pradesh 98
Uttar Pradesh 79

Available intelligence indicates that poorly processed heroin, generally referred to
as brown sugar, is prepared in small makeshift and highly mobile laboratories in some parts

of India. During the year, two illicit manufacturing facilities were dismantled by Indian drug

law enforcement agencies.

P
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roin Seizures during 2005

10.000 kg AMRITSAR (1)

©On 9.3.2005, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Amritsar and New Delhi,
intercepted a car at Amritsar and seized 10 kg of heroin. The drug was concealed in a cavity
made in a cooking gas cylinder. One person was arrested in this connection. The suspected

source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

11.224 kg NEW DELHI (2)

On 18.7.2005, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, New Delhi, apprehended
one woman at Gl Airport, New Delhi, and seized |1.224 kg of heroin from her possession.

The drug was concealed in 10 food cans. The suspected destination of the seized drug was

Lagos, Nigeria.

19.924 kg NEW DELHI (3)

On 21.7.2005, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, New Delhi, apprehended
one Nigerian national and seized 19.924 kg of heroin from his possession. The suspected

source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

14.650 kg BARMER (4)

On 8.8.2005 officers of Rajasthan Police searched a residential premises at Barmer and seized

14.650 kg of heroin. The suspected source of the seized drug was Pakistan. One person was

arrested in this connection.

10.565 kg JAISALMER (5)

On 19.8.2005, in a joint operation, BSF and Rajasthan Police searched a residential premises
at Jaisalmer, Rajasthan and seized 10.565 kg of heroin The suspected source of the seized drug

was Pakistan. One person was arrested in this connection.
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17.620 kg NEW DELHI (6)

On 14.9.2005, officers of Customs, IGI Airport, New Delhi, apprehended three Nigerian
nationals at the airport and seized from their possession 17.620 kg of heroin sourced to
Afghanistan and destined to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The drug was concealed in the soles of

sandals, ladies leather purses, folders and books. All three persons were arrested.

MUMBAI (7)

On 24.9.2005 officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Mumbai, intercepted one car at
Mumbai and seized 23 kg of heroin sourced to Rajasthan and destined to Nigeria. Four persons
were arrested in this connection. In follow up action, the search of a residential premises at

Mumbai resulted in the arrests of three Nigerians. In all, seven persons were arrested.

11.355 kg KARNATAKA (8)

On 29.9.2005, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai, intercepted one truck at
Madanayakana Halli, Karnataka and seized |1.355 kg of heroin. The suspected destination of

the seized drug was Sri Lanka. Four persons were arrested in this connection.

20.856 kg NEW DELHI (9)

On 23/24.10.2005, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, New Delhi, apprehended
two Nigerian nationals at the Railway Station, New Delhi and seized 20.856 kg of heroin from
their possession. The seized drug was of South West Asian origin and destined to Douala, the
Cameroons. The drug was concealed in strut dampers of brand "Gabriel' in the form of three
cylindrical rolls, covered with insulation tape in each damper. Both the persons were arrested

in this connection.
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13.800 kg MUMBAI (10)

On 24.10.2005, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Mumbai, apprehended
one Nigerian national at Mumbai Central Railway Station and seized |3.8 kg of heroin from his
possession. The destination of the seized drug was the Cameroon, via Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

He was arrested in this connection.

16.000 kg MUMBAI (11)

On 6.11.2005, officers of Mumbai Police intercepted one Tata Sumo vehicle at Matunga,

Mumbai, and seized 16 kg of heroin. Three persons were arrested in this connection.

16.8 kg CHENNAI (12)

On 14.12.2005, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai, apprehended three persons
including one Sri Lankan national at Central Railway Station, Chennai, and seized 16.8 kg of
heroin from their possession. The destination of the seized drug was Sri Lanka. All the three

persons were arrested.

On 22.12.2005, officers of Customs, Tirunelveli, intercepted one fiberglass boat at the seashore

62.806 kg TIRUNELVELI (13)

at Panjal, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu and seized 62.806 kg of heroin. The destination of the seized

drug was Sri Lanka. Two persons were arrested.

26.000 kg CHANDIGARH (14)

On 23.12.2005, the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chandigarh, in a joint operation with Punjab
Police, intercepted one vehicle at Ferozepur, Punjab and seized 26 kg of heroin. The suspected

source of the seized drug was Pakistan. Two persons were arrested.
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Heroin concealed in cavities in footwear
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Heroin concealed in motor vehicle spare parts
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abis Herb ( Ganja )

Cannabis herb, commonly known as 'ganja' in large parts of India, is the most widely
produced, trafficked and consumed illicit drug worldwide. Cannabis herb /marijuana is the
dried flowering, fruiting tops and leaves of the plant, Cannabis Sativa L. It is a tobacco like
substance, greenish or brownish in colour, which is usually smoked in the form of loosely rolled

cigarettes.

In India, cannabis herb constitutes the largest portion of seizures of illicit drugs in terms

of quantity. 153,660 kg of cannabis herb was seized in the year 2005.

The cannabis plant grows wild and is also cultivated illegally in certain parts of the country.
The plant is widespread geographically, especially in the northeastern parts of the country, as
well as Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir. Cannabis

herb is also smuggled into India from across the Indo-Nepal border.

Seizures of cannabis herb during the last five years have been as under :-

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Quantity 86,929 93477 79,483 144,055 153,660
seized (in kg.)
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