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The drug scenario in India in 2006
followed familiar patterns, with opium and
heroin and cannabis herb and resin remaining
the most trafficked and abused substances.
The seizure data in respect of these drugs
recorded a marginal increase due to effective
enforcement. The seizure figures of 2006
were, however, remarkable on account of two
unusually large interdictions, namely that of a
single seizure of 200 kg of cocaine by the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) on June 3 at
Mumbai and 4,400 kg of methaqualone by the
police at Delhi on August 27. The seizure of
ephedrine also registered a significant increase
mainly on account of two big catches by the
NCB.

Notwithstanding the fact that the overall
seizure data did not exhibit great deviations

from the average, there were clear indicators

of qualitative changes in the trafficking patterns

which need to be viewed as warning signals.

The most disconcerting development
during the year 2006 was the evidence of
foreign based drug groups attempting to
establish facilities for the manufacture of
Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS) in India.
One operational ATS laboratory was
dismantled by the NCB in Gurgaon, on the
outskirts of the national capital. Two other
attempts were thwarted by the NCB, one each
at Mumbai and Kolkata. These attempts were
apparently inspired by the mistaken belief that
the precursor ephedrine would be easily

available.

For India, synthetic drugs constitute a
new challenge which requires a well
considered response. The formulation of an

effective counter strategy shall need to

overcome factors such as inadequate
interdiction capabilities of enforcement

agencies, lack of awareness amongst demand

control pr insufficient
support and less than ideal training

opportunities.

Drug trafficking via the Internet, the so-
called 'Internet pharmacy', is growing in
magnitude and complexity. A wide base of IT
networks and young entrepreneurs skilled in
modern management techniques, coupled
with a huge difference in prices of
pharmaceutical preparations, have made India
an attractive platform for such activities.
During the year 2006, the NCB detected one
more online pharmacy. A high level of
investment and alertness is needed to counter

such trafficking activities.

Also of concern, but to a lesser extent,
is the abuse of cocaine and synthetic drugs,
which remains confined to the richer strata of
society. Part of the attraction is the 'elitism'
associated with the abuse of an expensive drug.
Anecdotal evidence continued to be received
regarding abuse of pharmaceutical
preparations, more particularly codeine based

cough syrups, depressants and buprenorphine.

The abuse of propoxyphene appeared to be
more prevalent in some of the North Eastern
states. Reliable statistics regarding abuse or
trafficking of substances not covered by the

NDPS Act are, however, not available.

On the positive side, a remarkable aspect
of the drug scene in India in the year 2006 was
the absence of any spurt in the supply of
heroin, notwithstanding the record production
of about 6100 tons of opium in Afghanistan.
While a few multi-kilo consignments of heroin
were interdicted, available intelligence and the
overall behaviour of street level purity and
prices indicated that there was no significant
increase in supply. Credit for this must go to

the enforcement efforts within the country.

During the year 2006, Indian
enforcement authorities remained in vibrant
contact with enforcement agencies of several
countries to prevent and suppress illicit traffic
in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.
The international cooperation resulted in
several achievements, both in India and abroad.
Notable amongst these was the unearthing of
an Internet pharmacy, operating in India and
the USA; the seizure of 165 kg of ephedrine

in Mexico; the neutralization of two attempts

to establish laboratories for the manufacture
of synthetic drugs in India and the steady
exchange of information with some agencies
abroad. Effective cooperation also resulted in

several successful controlled deliveries.

As per its charter, the NCB fulfilled
India's international obligations and continued
to extend assistance to the concerned
authorities in foreign countries, as also
international organizations. The NCB hosted
the third Senior Officers' Meeting of the
Pentalateral Cooperation (New Delhi - January
11-13, 2006) whereat delegations from India,
China, Laos, Myanmar and Thailand had
professional discussions, culminating in the
'Delhi Statement'. The NCB also hosted an
agency level bilateral meeting on drugs with
China. Drug professionals from India shared
their experience, knowledge and best
practices at several platforms like the Asia
Pacific Operational Drug Enforcement
Conference (ADEC - Tokyo - February, 2006),
International Drug Enforcement Conference
(IDEC - Montreal - May, 2006), Sub

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (Jordan - June,

2006), and the Heads of National Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies (HONLEA - Bangkok -
November, 2006).

Cooperation in the sphere of countering
drug trafficking also formed part of bilateral
discussions of India with other countries, as
also in the deliberations of various Joint
Working Groups of India and other countries.
During the year, India hosted a visit by Mr.
Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of
the UNODC, and the heads of the Tajikistan
Drug Control Authority, Israel Drug Agency
and the China National Narcotics Control
Commission. Enforcement officials of several
countries and agencies also visited NCB

Headquarters for operational liaison.

It gives me great pleasure to present this
Annual Report of the Narcotics Control
Bureau. The Report analyses the trends,
developments and seizure data for the year
2006. | would like to put on record my
gratitude to the various enforcement
agencies for always giving their unstinted

cooperation to the Narcotics Control Bureau.
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The Year 2006 in Review

Seizures of some of the major drugs during the last three years were as under:

(inkg)
Drug / Year 2004 2005 2006
Opium 2,237 2,009 2,826
Heroin 1162 98I 1,182
Cannabis herb ( Ganja ) 144,055 153,660 157,710
Cannabis resin ( Hashish ) 4,599 3,965 3,852
Methaqualone 1614 472 4,521
Heroin

During the year 2006, the seizure of heroin in the country aggregated to 1,182 kg.

(inkg)

Seizures of Heroin

1400
1200

800

1000 + e

600

400
200

2003 2004

2005 2006

Annual Report 2006




2

The state-wise analysis of seizures in 2006 shows that Delhi (288 kg),
Punjab (281 kg), Tamil Nadu (135 kg), Rajasthan (95 kg) and Madhya Pradesh (90 kg)

accounted for the bulk of the seizures.

Cannabis Herb ( Ganja / Marijuana )

Cannabis herb seizures during 2006 were 157,710 kg. The states of Assam, Maharashtra,

Nagaland, Manipur and Andhra Pradesh reported the largest seizures.
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Cannabis Resin ( Hashish / Charas )

In 2006, cannabis resin seizures were placed at 3,852 kg. Major seizures were reported
from the states of Uttar Pradesh (904 kg), followed by Delhi (598 kg), Gujarat (529 keg),
Maharashtra (468 kg) and Himachal Pradesh (313 kg).

Seizures of Cannabis Resin (in kg)
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Cocaine

The country witnessed an unprecented single seizure of 200 kg of cocaine. The remaining

seizures aggregated to six kg.

Other Drugs

Other drugs seized by Indian drug law enforcement agencies in 2006 were

morphine (36 kg) and methaqualone (4,520 kg).

Precursors

Seizures of Acetic anhydride were 133 litres in 2006, while seizures of ephedrine were

placed at 1,276 kg

Persons Arrested

The number of persons arrested in 2006 was 19,563 in drug related matters. During the
year, 232 foreigners were arrested. Nepali nationals formed the largest segment of foreigners

arrested, followed by nationals of Nigeria, Sri Lanka and Myanmar.

Financial Investigations

Financial investigations under the NDPS Act, 1985 against drug traffickers is a high priority
area for drug law enforcement agencies in the country. Properties worth Rs 20 million were

frozen in the year 2006.

ek

Annual Report 2006

TRAFFICKING TRENDS
IN MAJOR DRUGS

Heroin

The trafficking of heroin in India needs to be viewed in the perspective of India being
situated between the Golden Crescent and the Golden Triangle. The Golden Triangle earlier
encompassed poppy growing areas of Thailand, Laos and Myanmar. Massive eradication efforts
and alternative development in the past few years have resulted in Thailand and Laos being
considered "opium free". Cultivation of poppy in Myanmar is said to be much reduced. The
Golden Crescent consisted of poppy growing areas of Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran. However,

the record production of an estimated 6,100 MT of opium in Afghanistan during 2006

overshadowed all other countries.

The heroin of Afghan origin meets the domestic demand in India, especially in large cities
like Delhi and Mumbai. The pattern of seizures indicates that heroin of Afghan origin is also
trafficked out of India to various countries. The quantity of opium produced in Afghanistan in
any particular year does not substantially effect the pattern of trafficking in India because the
flow of drugs from Afghanistar;/Pakis(an is dependent on several other factors. Nonetheless, a
steady outflow of heroin from the Afghan epicentre forms an intrinsic part of the opium and

heroin trafficking in the region.

The indigenous brown sugar manufactured in small illicit units in the opium growing areas’

of central India is trafficked within and outside the country to some destinations in the region.

During the year 2006, heroin seizures reported in the country aggregated to |,182 kg.
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Seizures of heroin during the last five years have been as under:

Year Quantity Seized (in kg)
2002 879
2003 991
2004 1,162
2005 981
2006 1,182

Some of the states which recorded significant seizures of heroin during 2006 were:

State Quantity Seized (in kg)
Delhi 288
Punjab 281
Tamil Nadu 135
Rajasthan 95;
Madhya Pradesh 90
Uttar Pradesh 73
Maharashtra 73
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Significant Heroin Seizures during 2006

HEROIN 10 kg. CHANDIGARH (1)

On 25.1.2006, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chandigarh apprehended one
person at the bus stand and seized 10 kg. of heroin from his possession. The suspected

source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

HEROIN 17.4 kg. TAMIL NADU (2)

On 18/19.2.2006, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai intercepted a vehicle

at F seashore (

am) and seized 17.383 kg. of heroin. The drug was
packed in two automobile batteries. The suspected ~destination of the seized drug was

Sri Lanka. Three persons were arrested.

HEROIN 19 kg, CHANDIGARH (3)

On 28.3.2006, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chandigarh in a joint operation
with the Border Security Force, in Amritsar sector apprehended one person and seized 19
kg of heroin along with one Pakistani made pistol, two magazines and sixteen cartridges.

He was arrested. The suspected source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

HEROIN 10 kg. AMRITSAR (4)

On 30.3.2006, officers of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Amritsar intercepted one
vehicle at Amritsar and seized 10 kg. of heroin. The suspected source of the seized drug

was Pakistan. One person was arrested.

HEROIN 15.6 kg. CHENNAI (5)

On 24.5.2008, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai apprehended two persons
including one Sri Lankan national and seized 15.6 kg. of heroin from their possession. Both

the persons were arrested. The destination of the seized drug was Sri Lanka.
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HEROIN 35 kg. DELHI (6)

{in 2.7.2006, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, New Delhi apprehended
two persons at Delhi and seized 35.144 kg. of heroin from their possession. Both the

persons were arrested. The suspected source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

HEROIN 41 kg. DELHI (7)

©On 4.7.2006, officers of the Delhi Police apprehended four persons at Delhi and seized
41 kg. of heroin from their possession. All the four persons were arrested. The suspected

source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

HEROIN 39.2 kg. LUDHIANA (8)

On 19.7.2006, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Ludhiana, intercepted
a truck at Ludhiana and seized 39.25 kg. of heroin. One person was arrested. The

suspected source of the seized drug was Afghanistan.

HEROIN 20 kg. DELHI (9)

On 5.8.2006, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, Delhi apprehended
one person at Delhi and seized 20 kg. of heroin from his possession. He was arrested.

The suspected source of the seized drug was Afghanistan.

HEROIN 15 kg. DELHI (10)

On 28.8.2006, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, New Delhi
intercepted a car at New Delhi and seized 15.059 kg. of heroin. Two persons were

arrested. The suspected source of the seized drug was Afghanistan.

HEROIN 10 kg. AMRITSAR (11)

On 2.10.2006, officers of the Border Security Force, seized 10.070 kg. of heroin near
the Indo Pak border in Ajnala sector. The suspected source of the seized drug was

Pakistan. The seized drug was handed over to the Customs, Amritsar.

Annual Report 2006




HEROIN 16 kg. CHENNAI (12)

On 4.10.2006, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai intercepted two vehicles
at Ooty and seized 16.055 kg. of heroin. Four persons including one Sri Lankan national

were arrested. The destination of the seized drug was Sri Lanka.

HEROIN 17 kg. DELHI (13)

On 9.10.2006, officers of the Delhi Police apprehended one person at Delhi and seized

17 kg. of heroin from his possession. He was arrested.

HEROIN 10.3 kg. CHENNAI (14)

On 10.10.2006, officers of the Narcotics Control Bureau, Chennai searched an hotel room
in Tuticorin district, Tamil Nadu which resulted in the recovery and seizure of 10.27 kg. of

heroin. Two persons were arrested. The destination of the seized drug was Sri Lanka.

HEROIN 25 kg. JAMMU (15)
On 19.12.2006, officer of the Customs, Jammu, in a joint operation with the BSF,
apprehended one Pakistani national in R.S.Pura sector and seized 25 kg. of heroin from

his possession. He was arrested. The suspected source of the seized drug was Pakistan.

Heroin concealed in water container
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Heroin in a gas cylinder

Heroin in the luggage compartment of a car

Heroin in tricycle tyres

Cavity in car door used for concealment of heroin
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Quantity 93,477
seized (in kg.)

79,483

144,055

153,660

157,710

States which recorded significant seizures of cannabis herb during 2006 were:

Assam 31,105
Maharashtra 24,396
Nagaland 24,199
Manipur 14,219
Andhra Pradesh 9,981

Annual Report 2006

AraHANISTAN

PaxisTAN

sEA

I'N DI AN o cE AN

; Annual Report 2006





































