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am pleased to present the annual report of Narcotics Control Bureau which gives an

overview of the broad range of drug law enforcement activities during the year

2008. The report highlights the dynamics of drug trafficking, enforcement paradigm,
coordination and capacity building efforts by the Bureau.

The seizures of Heroin, Opium, Charas (Hashish), Ganja (Marijuana) and Cocaine
during the year 2008 remained more or less on the same scale as in 2007. However,
there have been significant developments in the area of clandestine Labs manufacturing
synthetic drugs, illicit internet pharmacies, and the linkages and networking of overseas
drug operatives. )

The trafficking of Heroin from Pakistan to India through western land borders has
been consistently on the increase. The trend is largely ascribed to the spill over effect
of Afghan heroin which is being tapped by, mainly, West African drug traffickers' network
for further routing it to various destinations in Asia, Europe and USA. The heroin is
trafficked by these groups mostly by air using both male and female drug carriers and
through concealment in courier parcels. They also bring in cocaine which has sizeable
market in metro cities like Delhi, Mumbai and popular tourist destinations. Their trans-
national linkages are a major challenge and Bureau has maintained a constant focus by
jointly working with nodal drug agencies of other countries through bilateral and regional
engagements.

The detection of three Internet Pharmacies in one year alone by NCB in co-
ordination with Drug Enforcement Administration of USA is indicative of the need for
constant focus on trafficking of prescription drugs containing psychotropic substances.
The cyber tools and instant payment gateways are the exacerbating factors.
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NCB has the distinction of having busted several clandestine Meth-labs attempted
to be set up in India by overseas drug syndicates mainly based in China and Hong Kong
SAR. The dismantling of Crystal Meth (Ice) Lab for the first time in India has been a
major achievement of the Bureau.
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arrested in 2007.

In 2008, the total numbers of persons prosecuted were 24,931 out of which 15,973 were
convicted.

Financial Investigation:

The property worth Rs. 63 crores (of drug traffickers) has been frozen during financial
investigations in 2008.

There has been a quantum jump in cases of internet pharmacy busted by NCB (three
cases in 2008). The very characteristic of this on-line drug trafficking activity is a
challenge in terms of detection as well as investigation.

The detection of clandestine Meth labs has been the major focus area. This year the
attempt by overseas syndicates to produce Ice (Crystal Methamphetamine) in India is
indicative of the growing network of Asian operatives.

The Micheal Raj Judgement by Supreme Court has opened a new gateway of interpreta-
tion to determine the quantum of drugs in turn affecting the sentencing structure as well
as enlargement of offenders on bail in drug cases. The judgement has wide spread
ramifications on cases pending in various Courts due to its ruling which makes purity as
the key factor to determine the commercial quantity of the drugs rather than the

weight of the drug seized.
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OPIUM

Indian Situation

Opium is licitly cultivated in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. India is the only country in the world producing opium gum for medicinal
uses. Diversion of opium from the licit crop is one of the sources for the opium
available in the illicit market.

Opium is trafficked from the states of Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan to demand areas
in the northern states of Punjab and Haryana. Opium and its derivatives are major
drugs of abuse mainly in Central and Northern India. A part of the opium is used for
illicit production of low grade heroin, which is then trafficked to demand areas in
Western and Southern India. Other source of opium is illicit poppy cultivated in some
states of the country.

The largest seizure of opium in the country was made by NCB, Jodhpur unit. It seized
50.125 kg of opium at Jodhpur on 1.12.2008. Other significant cases were seizure of
20.030 kg of opium near the Indo Pak border on 30.7.2008 by BSF/Police; 19 kg of
opium by Jharkhand Police at Patan on 5.4.2008 and 10.5 kg of opium by Central
Bureau of Narcotics at Mandsaur on 22.12.2008.

Opium seizures in the country in the year 2008 were 2,033 kg. in comparison to 2,266
kg in 2007, which shows no major change in the overall trafficking patterns.

The states reporting major seizures of opium are as under:

(in kg.)
State Seizures
Rajasthan 887
Punjab 554
Uttar Pradesh 160
Haryana 77
Madhya Pradesh 76
Jharkhand Ul
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Most of the seizures of opium were made in the states of northern India, where the
abuse of opium is traditionally high (Rajasthan and Punjab). Seizures of opium in
Jharkhand is a new trend linked with illicit cultivation of poppy detected in the states
of Jharkhand and West Bengal. The heroin traffickers from the opium growing belt
of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh were also found active in these new areas. The
state governments in association with NCB have taken a number of steps to detect
and destroy the illicit poppy cultivation.

Poppy husk, a bye product of the poppy plant, is also abused in certain pockets of
the country (Haryana and Punjab). The product is generally chewed in a similar manner
as tobacco and also used as one of the ingredient while making tea. It is also known
by the names Phuki, Doda and Doda Chura,

World Situation

Afghanistan is the world's largest producer of illicit opium. It accounted for 93 % of
the world's illicit opium in the year 2008. Other producers of illicit opium are
Myanmar, Laos and Pakistan Area under illicit poppy cultivation was 1,57,000 hectares
in Afghanistan, followed by Myanmar (28,500 hectares), Laos (1600 hectares)

Fig. 16 : Global opium production (metric tons)-1990-2007
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Details of illicit opium produced in the year 2008 are as under:

Country Production (in MT)
Afghanistan 7,700
Myanmar 410
Lao PDR 9.6

Major trafficking routes of Afghan opium are from Afghanistan to Iran and Pakistan. Iran
and Pakistan have a sizeable population of opium addicts.

Opium concealed in a bed holdall
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HEROIN

Indian Situation

Heroin seizures in the country were 1,063 kg. which is almost at par to the heroin
seizures in the years 2006 (1,182 kg.) and 2007 (1,186 kg.).

Heroin of South West Asian (Afghanistan) origin is trafficked into India across the Indo
Pakistan land border. The seizures of SWA heroin has constantly increased over the
recent years and accounted for more than half of the total heroin seizures in the coun-
try. The other variety of heroin is manufactured indigenously, locally known as brown
sugar. It is sourced to opium diverted from licit cultivation and illicit poppy cultivation.

African Drug Operatives

Afghan heroin enters India through the India Pakistan border, mainly through the state of
Punjab. Some quantity of heroin is also trafficked into India across Pakistan border in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir. West African drug operatives, mainly Nigerians are in-
volved in tapping the incoming Afghan heroin and control its onward movement out of
the country to various destinations throughout the world. They are using in a big way
the modus operandi of trafficking heroin through “post parcels” and "human mules” mainly
female nationals from South East Asian countries. Numbers of African drug traffickers
arrested in the country are as under:

Country Arrests

Cote dlovire
Cameroon
Congo

Kenya
Liberia
Nigeria
South Africa
Tanzania
Uganda
Zambia

wl=lolw B ===~

List of all foreign nationals arrested for drug offences during 2008 are as per Annexure 'B".
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Indigenous Heroin

Indigenous heroin, apart from local consumption, is trafficked from India to its neighbor-
ing countries (Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and Maldives).

The Indo Sri Lankan sector has been the major trafficking route for indigenous heroin.
The drug was mainly sourced from Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. The main operatives
are based in Sri Lanka aided by Sri Lankan refugees settled in the state of Tamil Nadu in
India. The ethnic similarities, large movement of fishing trawlers / boats in the areas
aid trafficking of heroin from Indian shores to Sri Lanka. However, for the last two
years, substantial decline in heroin trafficking on this sector continues, due to improved
maritime security environment, neutralization of major operatives and inroads made by
Afghan heroin into Sri Lanka.

India and Bangladesh have a very large porous border and the smuggling network operat-
ing on both sides of the border has been facilitating the trafficking of heroin to Bangladesh
also. Incidence of illicit poppy cultivation mainly in West Bengal and Jharkhand is the
main source of heroin. These areas have emerged as important regional hubs in heroin
trafficking. Traffickers from other parts of the country are also active in these areas.
Bangladesh has emerged as a new transit country for trafficking of heroin to demand
areas in different parts of the world.

Important Seizures

The state of Punjab reported the largest seizures of heroin in the country, due to
trafficking of SW Asian heroin into the state across the Indo Pak border. Single biggest
seizure of heroin was made in the state of J&K wherein 60 kg of heroin was seized by
BSF/NCB on 15.5.2008. Such a large seizure indicates the use of alternate route by drug
traffickers to avoid detection in preferred route in Punjab. The largest seizure in the
state of Punjab was of 53.98 kg on 03.09.2008 by Directorate of Revenue Intelligence at
Amritsar.

Some of the other significant seizures of heroin in the country are as under:
© 50 kg of heroin on 25.12.2008 at Kapurthala.
© 22.250 kg of heroin on 23.3.2008 at Amritsar.
® 20 kg of heroin on 9.12.2008 at Jodhpur.
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The state wise details of heroin seizures are as under:

State Seizures (in kg.)
Punjab 492
Delhi 148
Uttar Pradesh 134
Jammu and Kashmir 75
Maharashtra 51
Rajasthan 51

Heroin Trafficking through Courier Parcels

The preferred modus operandi used by the drug traffickers is trafficking of heroin
through post/courier parcels, concealed in other licit goods. This modus operandi is
used owing to the advantages of anonymity, difficult back-tracking investigations and
seizures not making a financial dent in the operating costs.

Heroin concealed in books
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Heroin concealed in a rice cooker
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Heroin concealed in an induction cooker Heroin concealed in a false bottom of a suitcase

World Situation

Afghanistan remains the major source of heroin being abused in different parts of the
world. The area under poppy cultivation in Afghanistan decreased almost 19% from a
high of 1,93,000 hectares in 2007 to 1,57,000 in 2008. The potential production de-
creased from 8,200 to 7,700 MT, marking a 6 % decline.
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The number of persons involved in poppy cultivation in Afghanistan has also decreased
from 3.3 million to 2.4 million.
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Market Consumption
As per the World Drug report 2008 :

"Market consumption patterns appears to have remained largely the same with a
majority of opiates in the market in Europe, Near and the Middle East and Africa
continuing to come from Afghanistan, those in the market in Asia sourced from Myanmar
and those in the market in North and South America from Mexico and Colombia. The
largest seizures of heroin and morphine occurred in Pakistan, Iran and Turkey with
seizures levels increasing in 2006"

" Opiates remain the main problem drug in terms of treatment. While demand has
been relatively stable at the global level, the countries surrounding Afghanistan con-
tinue to experience increasing levels of use".

PR N
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HASHISH

Indian Situation

Hashish seizures aggregated to 4,084 kg in 2008. Wild growth and illicit cultivation of
cannabis is the major source of hashish in the country. India shares a very long porous
border with Nepal, which is also a major source country for hashish. Almost half of the
hashish seizures were from state of UP.

The state wise seizures of hashish are as under:

(in kg.)
State Seizures
Uttar Pradesh 1936
Himachal Pradesh 419
Delhi 354
Maharashtra 263
Bihar 225
Uttaranchal 192
Jammu & Kashmir 181

Other states reporting major seizures of hashish are Punjab, Haryana and Gujarat. The
seizures of hashish in the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are sourced to Nepal, whereas,
seizures in Delhi, Maharashtra and Gujarat are primarily sourced to Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu & Kashmir.

The largest seizure of hashish in the country was made by the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence on 24.4.2008. It seized 151.34 kg of hashish in Delhi. Other significant cases
were seizure of 120 kg of hashish by Customs at Motihari on 23.1.2008 and seizure of 45
kg of hashish by Delhi Police on 29.2.2008.

There have been seizures of Hashish oil in the state of Kerala. Hashish oil is trafficked to
Middle East countries.

Tourist hubs like Goa, Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan receive large number of foreign
tourists. Some places in these states have attained wide publicity on the Internet being
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projected as "hash destinations". The Indian brand of hashish has achieved quite notoriety
on the Internet, fetching a very high price in the Netherlands and Belgium. Apart from
abuse of hashish at these places, other drugs like Cocaine, Ecstasy & LSD and other
synthetic drugs are also abused. These locations have become "hotspots" because of the
network established over the years and availability of accommodation and other facilities
at cheaper rates.

Hash Tourism-Smoking Pipes on display - Kasol, Himachal Pradesh

Hash Tourism-Pushkar
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The trafficking of hashish from Nepal into India and its movement to different
destinations in the country is mainly through roads concealed in specially made
cavities in commercial vehicles.

Hashish is also trafficked out of the country concealed in post parcels and in personal
baggage mainly to Europe. Movement of hashish in large quantities from India to
Europe through containerized cargo has also been noticed.

Israeli and Europe based syndicates consistently target India as a source of hashish,
which has a significant share of Nepali hashish also. Modus operandi used is concealment
of hashish in artifacts, furniture being sent out of the country.

World Situation

As per the World Drug Report 2008, Morocco and Afghanistan are the two major illicit
producers of hashish in the world. The extent of cannabis cultivation in Afghanistan
appears to be approaching that of Morocco. In 2007, cannabis cultivation in Afghanistan
increased to 70000 from 50000 hectares in 2006. Tentative estimates suggest 6000 MT
of hashish was produced in 2006. The global hashish production appears to have been

contained.
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GANJA (Marijuana)
Indian Situation

Ganja is obtained from the plant cannabis satvia. There is wild growth of the plant
in the country apart from illicit cultivation in some parts of the country. Major
producers of the ganja are the states of North Eastern India, Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir. Seizure of Ganja during the year 2008 aggregated to 103,211 kg
as compared to 107,881 kg. in 2007.

The states which reported the largest seizures of ganja in 2008 areas under:

(in kg.)
State Seizures
Meghalaya 17322
Madhya Pradesh 11407
Manipur 10367
Andhra Pradesh 10432
Assam 9579
Uttar Pradesh 9498
Nagaland 7673

Trafficking of ganja from the north east to demand areas in east India takes place by
road. Most of the seizures in the north east take place while it is being transported
by road.

Regular trafficking of ganja in huge quantities also takes place across the India Nepal
border in the states of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. Once the contraband crosses the
border, further movement is by road and rail.
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The main transit hubs for ganja are Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh.

Important Seizures

The single largest seizure of ganja in the country was made by Manipur Police on
31.07.2008 at Imphal. 3450 kg of ganja was seized from a truck and four persons were
arrested. Customs seized 3256 kg of ganja from a truck in Manipur on 04.10.2008. Delhi
Police seized 3112 kg of ganja on 26.08.2008 in Delhi.

Some other significant seizures of ganja in the country were as under:
* 2526 kg at Guwahati on 6.11.2008

* 1950 kg at Shillong on 5.11.2008

World Situation

As per the World Drug report, 2008 “Cannabis continues to dominate the world's illicit
drug markets in terms of pervasiveness of cultivation, volume of production and
number of consumers. Cannabis production was reported in 172 countries. The global
production of cannabis herb is 41,400 MT in 2006. The ongoing increase in the THC
level is changing the cannabis market and reflects the shift towards indoor production
of high potency cannabis which has doubled from 4.6% to 8.8%".UNODC estimates
suggest that almost 166 million people abused cannabis in 2006 equivalent to 3.9% of
the global population (age 15-64).

RV —
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