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| am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Narcotics Control Bureau for the
year 2009. The report presents an overview of the drug situation in the country in
the backdrop of the international drug scenario and the counter measures including
coordination efforts to combat it.

The pattern of drug abuse in the country presents a continuum from the previous
years, although abuse of pharmaceuticals and inhalants seems to be on the rise.

Trafficking trends of major drugs were by and large the same as in the previous
years. However, a few new trends and modus-operandi were noticed during the year.
The western borders of the country continue to be the major gateway for inflow of
South West Asian heroin. The porous land borders of eastern India serve as an easy
passage for outflow of heroin and cannabis from the country as indicated by the
substantial seizures in this region. Indigenous production of low grade heroin is also
a cause of concern. Involvement of foreigners, especially African nationals, in drug
trafficking in India was noticed this year too. Seizures of cannabis originating from
the North East and the states of Andhra Pradesh and Orissa have increased substantially.
Smuggling of hashish into the country through the Indo-Nepal border persisted. The
four cases of seizure of hashish on the coastline of the Kutch region of Gujarat
indicate a new trend. The dismantling of clandestine laboratories not only indicates
attempts to establish manufacturing bases for Amphetamine Type Stimulants in the
country but also the need for better vigil to prevent diversion of precursor chemicals.

Another area of concern’is the illicit poppy and cannabis cultivation in many states
of the country. A proactive and coordinated approach by NCB has resulted in destruction

of such illicit crop cultivation. For the first time, satellite imaging of illicit opium
crops has been conducted.

A special drive to nab absconders, who were wanted for many years, was initiated
this year with reasonable success. Increased focus was also laid on developing
database on drug operatives, networks and gangs.

Since drug law enforcement is a multi agency function in our country, coordination,
especially between the Central and State enforcement agencies, is the key towards
effective interdiction. The Bureau has taken several steps to enhance inter-agency
cooperation. During the year, four Regional Conferences of all drug law enforcement
agencies were held in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata. NCB also contributed to
‘capacity building' of other enforcement agencies by conducting trainings and
channelizing financial assistance to them.

The Bureau discharged its obligations under the various UN Conventions. Officers
of the Bureau participated in various international meetings. The first DG level talks
between Narcotics Control Bureau, India and Department of Narcotics Control,
Bangladesh were held on 25" & 26" March, 2009 at New Delhi.

A Drug Museum was also established this year at the NCB Hqrs New Delhi.

The Hon’ble Union Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram visited the NCB Headquarters
at New Delhi. His visionary and valuable guidance has provided a clear direction for
the future road map of the organization. Accordingly, various initiatives to strengthen
the capabilities of the Bureau have been undertaken. The continuous encouragement
and support provided by Shri G. K. Pillai, Union Home Secretary has immensely
benefited the Bureau.

| am sure that the organization would be able to meet the challenges ahead
successfully and fulfill its mandate to the satisfaction of all stakeholders.




Hon'ble Union Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram visited NCB Hqrs on September 29, 2009
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Cannabis, Opium and Heroin continued to be the major drugs consumed in the country.
Abuse of cocaine, synthetic drugs, pharmaceutical drugs and inhalants was also noticed in
some parts of the country.

Trafficking trends of major drugs were by and large the same as in the previous years.
However, a few new trends and modus-operandi were also noticed during the year.

Heroin trafficking continued to be predominant in the border states like Punjab, Rajasthan
& West Bengal. There were substantial seizures of heroin of South West Asian origin in
Punjab, Rajasthan and Delhi. Significant seizures of heroin were also made in West Bengal
near the Indo-Bangladesh Border.

Large quantities of cannabis sourced from North Eastern states were intercepted and
seized in West Bengal. In fact, the seizures of cannabis in West Bengal saw a manifold
increase compared to the previous years. There were also substantial seizures of cannabis in
Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. The Indo-Nepal border remained an important gateway
for entry of hashish into India. The four cases of seizure of hashish this year on the coastline
of Kutch area of Gujarat indicate a new trend.

A large number of African nationals involved in drug trafficking were arrested this year.
Two clandestine labs for manufacture of amphetamine type stimulants (ATS) busted in the
current year indicate attempts by traffickers to establish manufacturing facilities for synthetic
drugs by using locally available precursor chemicals. Seizures of Ketamine, though not a
substance covered under the NDPS Act, were made at the international airports of Delhi,
Chennai, Hyderabad and Kolkata while being smuggled to South East Asian countries. Instances
of diversion of precursor chemicals especially acetic anhydride and ephedrine/pseudo-ephedrine
for illicit use in the manufacture of heroin and amphetamine type stimulants (ATS) respectively
were noticed. Movement of pharmaceutical preparations including cough syrups containing
codeine to the neighbouring countries was noticed during the year.
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Illicit poppy cultivation of approximately 5,532 acres was identified and destroyed in the
states of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal
and Arunachal Pradesh through coordinated action by NCB and other agencies. Satellite
images and field surveys were used to identify areas under illicit poppy cultivation. Similarly,
sizeable areas under cannabis cultivation were also identified and destroyed in the states of
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Tripura and Orissa.

The Bureau stepped up efforts to identify drug trafficking gangs and networks and
financiers of drug trade in the country. In one of the significant operations, the Bureau
arrested Naresh Jain, an Indian national based at Dubai for laundering of drug money across
various countries including UAE, Italy, USA & UK.

International Day against Drug Abuse and lllicit trafficking was observed on 26" June'
2009 with great fervour and enthusiasm all over the country. Among the highlights of this
year was the endorsement of the message against drug abuse by star cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar.

In order to foster better coordination among various agencies involved in drug law
enforcement, four Regional Coordination conferences were held for the North, West, South
and Eastern Regions by the NCB at New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata respectively. All
state and central agencies entrusted with drug law enforcement and administration participated
in these conferences.

States were also provided financial assistance and training for enhancing their drug law
enforcement capabilities. The Scheme of Assistance to States has been extended for a
period of 5 years from 2009-10 to 2013-14 with an outlay of Rs 15 crores and now covers
Union Territories also.

A Drug Museum has been established at the NCB Hqrs, New Delhi for the purpose of
training and creating awareness.

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has proposed to conduct a fresh survey on
drug abuse patterns in India through National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO). In this
regard, a pilot survey is being undertaken in Amritsar, Mumbai & Imphal.

A Memorandum of Understanding on drug related issues was signed between India and
Bhutan on 22" December, 2009.
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CONSUMPTION-PREVALENCE

OF DRUG ABUSE

According to the National Drug Abuse Survey sponsored by the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment in association with United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in
2001, alcohol, cannabis, opium and heroin are the major drugs of abuse. They continue to
be the same even today.

The prevalence rates of abuse for males (12-60 yrs) for various drugs was:

Current Prevalence (last one month) Life time Prevalence

Cannabis 3.0% 4.1%
Opiates 0.7% 1.0%

Many addicts are poly-drug users. Drug abuse was equally prevalent in rural and urban
population. However, the sample in the 2001 National Household Survey consisted of male
population only.

Regional surveys conducted subsequently do indicate an increasing trend of Injecting Drug
Use (IDU) especially in North Eastern States. Abuse of synthetic drugs in metropolitan cities
among the affluent sections of the population
(rave parties etc) has also been noticed. States
of Punjab and Manipur have noticed high
prevalence of drug abuse. Many states have
reported abuse of pharmaceutical preparations,
mostly pain killers and anti-anxiety drugs. Some
of the commonly abused prescription drugs are
Diazepam, Alprazolam, Nitrazepam,
Lorazepam, Proxyvon, Buprenorphine and cough
formulations containing codeine.

Injecting drug user

[ ntrol Burea 9

Annual Report 2009

=]
=
£
=
2
=}
S
©
=
2
&

Of late, many inhalants are also being abused especially by street children. Common among
them are glues like dendrite, nail polish removers, spray paints, correction fluid, petrol etc.

Abuse of inhalants

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has proposed to conduct a fresh survey on
drug abuse patterns in India through National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO). A pilot
survey is being undertaken in three cities viz. Amritsar in Punjab, Imphal in Manipur and
Mumbai in Maharashtra to standardize the methodology for the national level survey. NCB is
also supporting the venture by providing necessary inputs.
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ILLICIT CULTIVATION OF

Cultivation of opium poppy is legally permissible in India only under license issued by the
Central Government. lllicit cultivation of the poppy, however, has been noticed in several
parts of the country, primarily for the production of poppy seeds, and also to a limited
extent for poppy husk, opium and its conversion into low grade heroin. Such cultivation on a
noticeable scale was reported from the States of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur.

The Narcotics Control Bureau coordinated the actions of the State and Central agencies for
the identification and destruction of illicit poppy cultivation. Satellite images received from
Advanced Data Processing Research Institute (ADRIN), Secunderabad were provided to the
concerned States to facilitate ground level verification, identification and destruction of
such cultivation.

During the year 2009, NCB and various Central & State agencies destroyed 5,532 acres of
illicit cultivation of opium poppy compared to 1,820 acres in 2008.

"~ (In Acres)
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The State wise area of illicit poppy cultivation destroyed during the year 2009 is as under:

State Are: destroyed (In acres)

Jammu & Kashmir 3,027
Himachal Pradesh 754
Uttarakhand 4
Bihar 27
Jharkhand 353
West Bengal 740
Arunachal Pradesh 627
Total 5,532

Destruction of illicit poppy in West Bengal by NCB Kolkata and State Authorities

Destruction of Illicit Cannabis Cultivation

In India, Cannabis sativa (Ganja) is commonly found in many regions of the country.
Besides being cultivated, it also grows wild. Cannabis cultivation is prevalent in the
states of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Manipur, Tripura, Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

In Himachal Pradesh, several remote areas, particularly Parvati Valley and Mallana, are
known for illicit cultivation of cannabis with high tetra hydro cannabinol (THC) content
for producing charas (hashish).

During the year 2009, illicit cannabis cultivation in about 10,948 acres was destroyed
by various Central and State agencies as per details given below.

Jammu & Kashmir 10,000
Himachal Pradesh 159
West Bengal 411
Orissa 285
Tripura 77
Others 16
Total 10,948
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TRAFFICKING TRENDS AND SEIZURES OF

MAJOR DRUGS

Major trafficking trends & patterns

The salient features of drug trafficking scenario in India can be summarized as follows:

Illicit cultivation of opium and some diversion of opium from licit cultivation for indigenous
production of low quality heroin and its trafficking within the country and to the neighbouring
coutries like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh & Maldives.

Trafficking of heroin from South West Asia to India and for onward trafficking to Western
Countries.

Trafficking of heroin in small quantities from Myanmar to North Eastern states.

Illicit cultivation of cannabis in various states for trafficking of ganja and for production
of hashish (charas).

Trafficking of hashish from Nepal into India for onward trafficking to Western countries.

Trafficking of cocaine in small quantities into India by African nationals.

Establishment of illicit Meth labs in active collaboration with drug operatives from China,
Hongkong and Canada.

Diversion of precursor chemicals for manufacture of heroin, ATS and methaqualone.

Diversion of pharmaceutical preparations and prescription drugs containing psychotropic
substances and their trafficking to USA and neighbouring countries especially Bangladesh,
Nepal and Bhutan.

Internet pharmacies and misuse of courier/ postal services.

Involvement of foreign nationals in trafficking and distribution networks.

Diversion of Ketamine for abuse in South East Asia.
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DRUG TRAFFICKING ROUTES-
INDIA
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OPIUM

Opium poppy is cultivated legally in the states
of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh under license issued by the Central
Bureau of Narcotics (CBN), Department of
Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

During the year 2008-09, licenses were issued
to 44,821 cultivators. The licensed area under
cultivation was 11,020 hectare out of which
8,853 hectare of land was harvested. The
average potential yield of the crop was 57.50
Kg per hectare.

Instances of opium being extracted from illicit
opium cultivation have been noticed. Besides, there have been some instances of diversion
of opium from licit cultivation. The diverted opium is abused by opium addicts and partly
converted into low grade heroin for trafficking and abuse within the country and also for
trafficking to foreign destinations including neighbouring countries.

Opium seizures during the year 2008 & 2009 were 2,033 Kg & 1,732 Kg respectively.

Seizure of Opium during the fast 5 years (17 K&)

2226
2033

2005 2006 2007

Jodhpur Zonal Unit of NCB-seized 118.60 Kg of opium at Ajmer on July 27, 2009. This was
the largest seizure of opium during the year.
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The Seizures of opium in various states in 2009 are as under:

State Seizures (In Kg)
Punjab 671
Haryana 121
Rajasthan 363
Uttar Pradesh 54
Madhya Pradesh 12
West Bengal 189
Others 222
Total 1,732

There are no reports of opium crossing international borders either into or out of the
country.

According to Afghanistan Opium Survey 2009 conducted by UNODC, opium poppy cultivation
in Afghanistan decreased by 22 % to 123,000 hectare in 2009 from 157,000 hectare in 2008.
Despite the decrease in cultivation area for the last three years, opium production fell only
by 10% to 6900 Mt as against 7700 Mt in 2008.

As per the INCB report 2009, opium poppy cultivation in Myanmar has increased by 11% to
31,700 hectare in 2009 from 28,500 hectare during the year 2008. Opium poppy cultivation
in Lao PDR has also increased by 19 % to 1900 hectare in 2009 in comparison to 1600
hectare in 2008. Destruction of illicit cultivation has also increased by 13 % to 651 hectare
in 2009.
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HEROIN The biggest seizure of 58 Kg of heroin was made by Rajasthan Police in Barmer &
v & Jaisalmer districts on September 17/20, 2009.
© Trafficking of heroin into India needs to be viewe Ser i
Some of the oth i in i .
2 in the perspective of Indias close proximity to e other significant seizures of heroin in the country are as under:
z | the Golden Triangle and Golden Crescent. Heroin * 48.05 Kg of herion at Bongaon, West Bengal on Jan 01, 2009 by NCB, Kolkata g
£
B of South West Asian (SWA) origin is trafficked o , ’ w
: 38.95 K i Poli 2
% into India mainly from across the Indo-Pak border g of herion at Mumbai on Jan 17, 2009 by Mumbai Police §
£ | for onward trafficking to Western Countries. *  33.87 Kg of herion at New Delhi on March 30, 2009 by DRI 3
E * Heroin seizures in the states near Indo-Pak border s
namely Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana, ® 26.63 Kg of herion at New Delhi on June 03, 2009 by DRI i
Chandigarh, J & K was 656 kg (63 % of total o 24.96K . .
8 of herion at Gurdaspur, Py i
heroin seizures in India). However, only 21 % of g spur, Punjab on August 18, 2009 by BSF/NCB, Chandigarh
the total heroin seized could be established as
that of SWA origin. This is due to the absence of
signature markings on the packages seized in the interior areas away from international
border and absence of any other known evidence of source/origin. Seizures of heroin of
Myanmar origin, in small quantities, have been reported in the states bordering Myanmar.
Seizures in the North Eastern India remained less than 1% of total seizures in India.
Indigenous heroin, apart from local consumption, is trafficked from India to its neighboring
countries i.e. Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. India and Bangladesh have a porous border and the
smuggling networks operating on both sides of the border are active. The source of this Setrire of 48,05 (TS Mo
herofn is matnly from! UP D [ R et bt et e o, .05 Kg of Heroin by NCB, Kolkata at Bongaon on the Indo-Bangladesh border
The Indo Sri Lankan sector has also been vulnerable to trafficking of indigenous heroin The seizures of heroin in various states in 2009 are as under:
sourced from Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. The main operatives are based in Sri Lanka
aided by Sri Lankan refugees settled in Tamil Nadu. However, for the last two years, State Seizures (In Kg)
substantial decline in heroin trafficking in this sector has been noticed due to increased law Bl
enforcement efforts in the coastal region. Lila 209
Heroin seizures during the year 2008 and 2009 were 1,063 Kg & 1,045 Kg respectively. Rajasthan 137
S s e bel 255
we ,
sl - . = - Uttar Pradesh 134
Maharashtra 103
| West Bengal 100
Others 107
Total 1,045
3 B
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HASHISH/CHARAS The seizures of hashish in various states in 2009 are as under:
State Seizures (In Kg)
@ Wild growth and illicit cultivation of cannabis is the major Jammu & Kashmir 199 §
2 " % "
§ source of hash\shAm the country. Irmxa shares a. very long E Al PR 5 (57
bt porous border with Nepal, which is also a major source : %
% country for hashish. Hashish trafficked through Indo-Nepal Punjab 298 2
g border constitutes a sizeable proportion of the seizures Haryana 200 §
i made during the current year. The four cases of seizures
of hashish weighing 21 Kg effected on the coastline in Uttar Pradesh 907
Kutch district of Gujarat by NCB & Gujarat Police suggest Gujarat 160
a new trend in trafficking of hashish. Maharashtra o
Hashish seizures during 2008 and 2009 were 4,084 Kg and 3,549 Kg respectively. Others 555
Total 3,549

The largest seizure of hashish in the country during 2009 was 103.60 Kg at Bhopal made in a
Seizure of hashish during the last five years (i, g Joint operation by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence & STF/ Anti-Narcotics Squad/
6000~ : . . . Madhya Pradesh Police on February 11, 2009.
| 5181 .

The other important seizures are as under:
* 75 Kg of hashish at Mumbai on August 09, 2009 by Madhya Pradesh state police .

* 90 Kg of hashish in Sabarkanta district, Gujarat on December 27-28, 2009 by Narcotics
Control Bureau, Ahmedabad.

Hashish concealed in a roof top Cavt;y of a truck seized by NCB, Ahmedabad on December 28, 2009
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