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News Summary

Heroin Trafficking

e Punjab (Chandigarh): 220 g heroin seized; 2 arrested.

e Uttarakhand (Champawat): 306 g heroin seized, 2 arrested.

e Punjab (Moga): 389 g heroin seized in multiple operations; 11 arrested.
Synthetic Drugs (MD/MDMA) Trafficking

e Maharashtra (Palghar): 2.054 kg meth seized; 1 arrested.

e Haryana (Gurugram): 814g MDMA seized; 1 arrested
Ganja Trafficking

e Maharashtra (Nagpur): 200 kg ganja seized; 3 arrested.

e Odisha (Berhampur): 80 kg ganja seized; 3 arrested.
Opium / Poppy Straw Trafficking

e Punjab (Amritsar): 9.25 kg opium seized.

e Uttar Pradesh (Gaziabad): 4.35 kg opium seized, 3 arrested.
Convictions

e Rajasthan (Bhilwara): Special NDPS court sentenced accused for 15 years RI for

2020 297 kg opium trafficking case.

e Chhattisgarh (Kondagoan): Special NDPS court sentenced 4 accused to 10 years Rl
each for the 2024 110 kg ganja trafficking case.

e Special NDPS court sentenced 5 accused to 10 years Rl each for 2023 heroin

trafficking case.
Emerging Modus Operandi

e Dubai-based cross-border syndicate smuggling heroin via drones across the
international border.

e Methamphetamine/Yaba trafficking rising through Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland
from Myanmar.



Precursor chemicals reportedly smuggled into Myanmar for illicit synthetic drug
production.

Drugs concealed in soap cases; vehicles and mobile phones used for transport and
coordination.

Interstate trafficking increasingly using rail and border routes to move narcotics.

Key Trends

Synthetic drugs, particularly methamphetamine/Yaba, continue to gain prominence
over traditional narcotics.

Border-focused surveillance and intelligence infrastructure are being strengthened
against transnational trafficking.

Enforcement agencies are combining seizures, syndicate disruption, convictions and
rehabilitation initiatives in anti-drug operations.

Large-scale destruction of seized narcotics reflects sustained NDPS enforcement and
disposal efforts.

Technology-led enforcement, including Al tools, CCTV and digital forensics, is
expanding in anti-drug operations.
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Indian national Amritpal Singh added to FBI’'s ‘Most Wanted'
list in drug trafficking case

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/indian-national-amritpal-singh-added-to-fbis-most-wanted-list-in-drug-trafficking-
case/articleshow/132707806.cms

TOI World Desk July 29, 2026

TOI World Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / Jul 29, 2026, 15:14 IST

An Indian national has been added to the US Federal Bureau of Investigation's (FBI) Most Wanted list
over his alleged involvement in an international drug trafficking network accused of smuggling
cocaine and methamphetamine across North America.According to the FBI, Amritpal Singh is wanted
for his alleged role in the Ravinder Dhanda Organised Crime Group, a Vancouver-based criminal
organisation that investigators say trafficked large quantities of cocaine and methamphetamine for
drug_trafficking networks operating in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

The FBI alleged that Singh was involved in a conspiracy to distribute controlled substances and
possess them with the intent to distribute, as well as a conspiracy to export controlled

substances. The agency said a federal arrest warrant for Singh was issued on 23 June 2026 by the
US District Court for the Central District of California in Los Angeles. He has been charged with
conspiracy to distribute and possess with intent to distribute controlled substances, and possession
with intent to distribute controlled substances. The case is being investigated by the FBI's Los
Angeles Field Office.

At TOI World Desk, our dedicated team of seasoned journalists and passionate writers tirelessly sifts
through the vast tapestry of global events to bring you the latest news and diverse perspectives round
the clock. With an unwavering commitment to accuracy, depth, and timeliness, we strive to keep you
informed about the ever-evolving world, delivering a nuanced understanding of international affairs to
our readers. Join us on a journey across continents as we unravel the stories that shape our
interconnected world.
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Indian national arrested with 50 grams of brown heroin in
Jhapa

() english.khabarhub.com/2026/29/560829

JHAPA: Police have arrested an Indian national from the Kallamari area of Jhapa Rural Municipality-3
with approximately 50 grams of brown heroin.

The arrested individual has been identified as 22-year-old MD Farooq, a resident of Dhantola
Mohmari in Kishanganj district of India.

According to police, a joint team deployed from the Narcotics Control Bureau Branch Office,
Kakarbhitta, and Police Post Taghandubba seized the brown heroin while it was being smuggled from
India into Nepal on a motorcycle bearing registration number BR 37 AB 5859.

Ranjan Awa, information officer and deputy superintendent of police at the District Police Office,
Jhapa, said that Farooq has been taken into custody along with the seized drugs and the motorcycle,
and further investigation is underway.


https://english.khabarhub.com/2026/29/560829/

Two Indian Nationals Arrested with 8.666 kg of Marijuana at
Tribhuvan International Airport

english.ratopati.com/story/72189/two-indians-arrested-with-85-kg-of-marijuana-at-the-airport

Kathmandu. Police have arrested two people with 8.5 kg of marijuana from Tribhuvan International
Airport. Those arrested are Indian citizens.

A team from the Narcotics Control Bureau arrested them after they disembarked from a flight from
Thailand. A bureau official told Ratopati that 8 kg 666 grams of marijuana brought from Thailand was
recovered from the possession of the accused.

Police have not publicly disclosed the names of the arrested accused. They were arrested on
Wednesday morning. The bureau is investigating the incident. Officials say the illegal market value of
the marijuana recovered from the Indians is around 1 crore 30 lakh.

It was found that the Indians had brought marijuana hidden in Chyawanprash, cosmetic items, and
chocolate boxes.


https://english.ratopati.com/story/72189/two-indians-arrested-with-85-kg-of-marijuana-at-the-airport

Youth Arrested with Ganja-Mixed Vape in Thamel

english.ratopati.com/story/72180/a-young-man-was-arrested-from-thamel-with-cannabis-mixed-with-it

Kathmandu. Police have arrested a youth from Thamel, Kathmandu, with a vape mixed with ganja.
The arrested person is 38-year-old Kabir Magar, a resident of Lalitpur Metropolitan City Ward No.-1.

Five vapes recovered from the accused on Ashadh 25 were tested and found to contain 'THC', an
element found in ganja, SP Durgaraj Regmi of the Narcotics Control Bureau told Ratopati.

The arrested accused is a non-resident Nepali. Police recovered an Australian passport from the
accused. The vape recovered from him was tested in the laboratory by the police. SP Regmi said that
the accused is being investigated in a drug case.


https://english.ratopati.com/story/72180/a-young-man-was-arrested-from-thamel-with-cannabis-mixed-with-it

Customs seizes $19m drugs at airport, 4 passengers arrested

E thestandard.com.hk/news/article/338626/Customs-seizes-19m-drugs-at-airport-4-passengers-arrested

The Standard FEIER

8 hours ago

Hong Kong Customs arrested four passengers at Hong Kong International Airport on Wednesday and
Thursday, seizing about 36 kilograms of suspected ketamine and 21 kilograms of suspected cannabis
buds worth a total of about HK$19 million, authorities said.

Two British nationals, a 20-year-old woman and a 20-year-old man, arriving from London on
Wednesday were found with about 36 kilograms of suspected ketamine in their suitcases. The man
was also found with four suspected alternative smoking products.

A 25-year-old Malaysian man arriving from Bangkok on Wednesday was found with about 10
kilograms of suspected cannabis buds. A 21-year-old local woman arriving from Bangkok on
Thursday was found with about 11 kilograms of suspected cannabis buds.

The Malaysian man has been charged with trafficking in dangerous drugs and will appear at West
Kowloon Magistrates' Courts on Thursday. Investigations into the other cases are ongoing.
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Syrian authorities seize 186,000 captagon pills in Afrin

AN arabnews.com/node/2652732/amp

28 July 2026

LONDON: Syrian authorities on Wednesday arrested two drug traffickers and seized 186,000
captagon pills during an operation in the Afrin area of Aleppo province in the north of the country.

The Drug Enforcement Department said that authorities seized the pills from 186 bags with a
combined weight of 32 kg, according to the Syrian Arab News Agency.

The DED branch in Aleppo also arrested three people last Friday for drug trafficking in the city and
seized about 160,000 captagon pills.

The illegal trade in captagon, a synthetic, amphetamine-like drug, has a significant negative impact
on public health and security in the Middle East, according to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime.

Authorities across the Arab region have seized at least 177 million captagon tablets since late 2024.
According to UNODC’s World Drug Report 2026, captagon remains a drug of major concern in the
Middle East, despite significant seizures by Syrian and Lebanese authorities since the fall of the
Bashar Assad regime in 2024.
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Moreh remains a major transit point for drug trafficking

4 thesangaiexpress.com/Encyc/2026/7/29/new-delhi-jul-29-cross-border-drug-traffic-king-continues-to-pose-a-significant-challenge-
in-india-particularl.html

NEW DELHI, Jul 29: Cross-border drug traffic-king continues to pose a significant challenge in India,
particularly in the north-eastern States, where the Moreh-Tamu border in Mani-pur remains a major
transit point from Myanmar, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday.

Union Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai provided a written reply stating that a total of 4,626
kg of Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS) and 2,652 kg of heroin were seized between 2021 and
2025. He explained that the proximity of the north-eastern States to the “Death Triangle” and porous
borders with Myanmar make the region particularly vulnerable to transnational trafficking of ATS and
heroin through organised cross-border net- works.

Rai noted that “the Moreh-Tamu border continues to remain a major transit point for trafficking of
heroin and methamphetamine originating from Myanmar to various parts of the country” and that the
Free Movement Regime (FMR) along vulnerable border stretches has facilitated drug trafficking
activi- ties in the region.

According to reports from various Drug Law Enforcement Agencies (DLEAs) to the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), seizures amounting to 4,626 kg of ATS and 2,652 kg of heroin occurred during the
specified period. The minister added that drug trafficking syndicates continuously adapt their modus
operandi by using concealment in legitimate trade and passenger movements, local receiver
networks, and changing trafficking routes to evade enforcement.

To counter these challenges, the Central Government has implemented multiple measures. The
Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-2029) was released on June 26, 2026, and is to be
implemented by relevant central ministries, departments, agencies, and State Governments or Union
Territories as per outlined action points and timelines. Its four key focus areas are enforcement,
precursors and synthetic drugs control, demand and harm reduction capacity building, and
coordination.

A four-tier Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) mechanism has been established to enhance
coordination between Central and State drug enforcement agencies and other stakeholders. NCORD
holds apex and executive committee meetings at the Central level, State-level meetings chaired
quarterly by the Chief Secretary, and district-level meetings chaired monthly by the District Magistrate
to review enforcement, intelligence sharing, and preventive measures.

Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) meetings involving all relevant agencies take place regularly to
discuss investigations of significant narcotics cases within States. Additionally, a dedicated Anti-
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Narcotics Task Force (ANTF), headed by an Additional Director General or Inspector General level
police officer, operates as the NCORD Secretariat in each State and Union Territory to ensure follow-
up on decisions made in NCORD meetings.

The Narcotics Control Bureau regularly coordinates with agencies including the Indian Navy, Indian
Coast Guard, Border Security Force, and State ANTF to conduct joint operations aimed at curbing
drug trafficking. To improve coordination and real-time intelligence sharing, the NCB has established
zonal units in key border areas such as Srinagar, Siliguri, Agartala, and ltanagar, with sub-zones
upgraded to zones. The Government has also approved new zonal offices, four of which are being
set up in the north-eastern States of Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and Sikkim.

Comprehensive support to combat trans-border narcotics trafficking includes deployment of
advanced anti-drone systems, installation of enhanced surveillance measures such as CCTV
cameras, PTZ and night vision devices, strengthening border fencing with new designs, and border
floodlighting.

Rai highlighted that the pattern of narcotics trafficking in the North-Eastern region has evolved
significantly regarding the types of drugs trafficked, trafficking routes, and methods employed by
traffickers. While heroin trafficking continues, there has been a notable increase in the trafficking of
methamphetamine (Crystal Meth/YABA) especially through Manipur, Mizoram, and Nagaland,
indicating a shift towards synthetic drugs.

He also mentioned reports of precursor chemicals being smuggled from various parts of India to
Myanmar for illicit manufacture of synthetic drugs. Drug trafficking syndicates increasingly exploit
porous and unfenced sections of the Indo-Myanmar border, forest routes, foot tracks, and hilly terrain
for cross-border narcotics movement.

Narcotics are concealed within legitimate cargo, passenger vehicles, and goods carriers. Courier

services, parcel networks, social media platforms, and encrypted communication applications are
also increasingly used for coordination and delivery of illicit drugs.
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HYC urges Guv to press Centre on 5 key issues affecting
Meghalaya

@ theshillongtimes.com/2026/07/30/hyc-urges-guv-to-press-centre-on-5-key-issues-affecting-meghalaya

30 July 2026

Date:
Five demands of the HYC

o Establishment of permanent Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) zonal office in state
Strengthening of anti-drug measures

Implementation of 44% ST reservation in central govt establishments in Meghalaya
Eviction of alleged illegal settlers from Defence land at Lum Survey

Adoption of an 80:20 female-to-male ratio nursing officers’ recruitment at NEIGRIHMS

SHILLONG, July 29: From the establishment of a permanent Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) office
to enforcing reservation norms and clearing alleged illegal settlements, the Hynniewtrep Youth
Council (HYC) on Tuesday sought Governor CH Vijayashankar’s intervention on a range of public
issues affecting Meghalaya.

A delegation led by HYC president Roy Kupar Synrem met the Governor at Lok Bhavan and
submitted a memorandum urging him to take up with various union ministries issues relating to
security, employment, healthcare and the constitutional rights of the indigenous people of the state.
Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Synrem said the delegation impressed upon the Governor
the urgency of the issues and requested him to take them up with the concerned ministries of the
Government of India.

The HYC expressed concern over the growing drug menace in the state and urged the Governor to
impress upon the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) the need to establish a permanent zonal office of
the NCB in Meghalaya. According to Synrem, the organisation believes Meghalaya has become
increasingly vulnerable to drug trafficking because of its international border and proximity to the
Golden Triangle.'

He said that while rehabilitation and awareness programmes are important, efforts to combat the
menace would remain ineffective unless the supply chain is disrupted and trafficking networks are
dismantled. The HYC president also called for stronger intelligence-sharing among enforcement
agencies, deployment of additional manpower and surveillance technology along vulnerable routes
and enhanced central assistance to combat organised drug trafficking networks operating in the
region.

Another issue raised before the Governor was the alleged non-implementation of reservation
provisions in central government offices and institutions functioning in Meghalaya. Synrem said that
despite clear guidelines issued by the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) providing for 44
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per cent reservation for Scheduled Tribes in Group C and Group D posts in Meghalaya, indigenous
tribal youths continue to be deprived of employment opportunities due to alleged violations of the
policy. He urged the Governor to take up the matter with the DoPT and seek strict compliance with
reservation norms by all central government establishments operating in the state. The HYC further
highlighted the issue of alleged illegal settlements at Lum Survey near lewduh, Shillong, which falls
under the jurisdiction of the Defence Estate Office.

According to the organisation, the area has become a matter of serious concern due to issues
relating to illegal occupation of land, sanitation, illegal immigration and criminal activities, including
drug trafficking. The HYC sought the Governor’s intervention to take up the matter with the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) and the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) for verification of occupants, removal of
unauthorised encroachments and restoration of lawful possession of the land. Furthermore, the
delegation also raised concerns over the recruitment of nursing officers at the North Eastern Indira
Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS).

Synrem said the institute caters to a large number of patients, particularly women and children, and
departments such as Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Paediatrics, NICU and PICU require adequate
female nursing staff to ensure patient dignity, privacy and comfort. He pointed out that several
premier central government institutions have adopted an 80:20 female-to-male ratio in the recruitment
of nursing officers and urged the Governor to impress upon the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
to accord similar approval to NEIGRIHMS.

Meanwhile, as per the HYC president, the Governor listened patiently to the concerns raised by the
delegation and assured them that the matters would be taken up with the respective ministries for
necessary action. Synrem has expressed hope that the Governor’s intervention would help bring the
issues to the attention of the Union government and facilitate timely remedial measures in the larger
public interest.
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Drug peddler apprehended in Naharlagun, over 13g heroin
seized

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/drug-peddler-apprehended-in-naharlagun-over-13g-heroin-
seized/amp_articleshow/132719650.cms

Joken Ete July 29, 2026

Itanagar: Police in Naharlagun apprehended a drug peddler and recovered heroin during a raid at
Harekmaal Basti, Model Village, on Tuesday evening, police said.

Acting on credible intelligence, a team led by Naharlagun PS officer-in charge Krishnendu Dev and
others conducted a search operation at the suspect's home, Itanagar Capital Region Naharlagun SP
Nyelam Nega said.

Police recovered 13.69 grams of heroin, including the weight of the containers, from the accused,
identified as Md Atikul Islam, 35, the SP said.

A case has been registered under Sections 21(b), 27 and 29 of the NDPS Act, and the accused has
been taken into custody for further legal proceedings.

Reiterating the district police force's zero-tolerance policy towards narcotics, the SP said the district
police are committed to eradicating the drug menace from the ICR.
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City police destroy seized drugs worth ¥82 crore

TH thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/city-police-destroy-seized-drugs-worth-82-crore/article71281340.ece/amp

29 July 2026

Published - July 29, 2026 06:30 pm IST - MANGALURU

The Mangaluru City police on Wednesday destroyed illegal drugs worth %82 crore, seized in 59
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act cases across 16 city police stations at a
unit of Ramky Energy and Environment Ltd. (Re Sustainability Healthcare Solutions Ltd) in the
Kolnad Industrial Area in Mulki, under the supervision of a Drugs Disposal Committee.

In a press note, Commissioner of Police (CP) Sudheer Kumar Reddy said the drugs were disposed of
in a scientific manner with permission from the jurisdictional courts. The consignment included 450 kg
of cannabis, 43.26 kg of MDMA, 80 grams of charas, 880 grams of hydroponic cannabis and 1.2 kg
of bhang.

Among the drugs destroyed were 37 kg of MDMA, worth %75 crore, seized by Mangaluru East police
station in 2024; 4 kg of MDMA, worth ¥4.47 crore, seized by Mulki police in 2025; 106 kg of cannabis,
worth %20 lakh, seized by Konaje police in 2025; and 111 kg of cannabis, worth 36 lakh, seized by
Moodbidri police.

In the first seven months of 2026, the city police registered 87 cases under the NDPS Act and
arrested 157 drug peddlers. They seized narcotic drugs worth ¥8.18 crore, including 148.61 kg of
cannabis, 7.16 kg of MDMA and 1.70 kg of hydroponic cannabis. As many as 463 drug consumers
were also booked.

Those with information about drug peddlers or consumers can share it with the police by scanning the
QR code or by dialling 112 or 9480802321, Mr. Reddy said.
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Police destroy narcotics worth Rs 7.5 crore in Kochi

@ theprint.in/india/police-destroy-narcotics-worth-rs-7-5-crore-in-kochi/3000192
PTI July 29, 2026

Kochi, Jul 29 (PTI) Police on Wednesday destroyed narcotic substances worth around Rs 7.5 crore
seized from various parts of Kochi city over the past year.

The contraband, comprising ganja, MDMA, hashish oil, Nitrazepam tablets and brown sugar, was
incinerated at the Brahmapuram waste management facility under a special drive named Operation
Fire, Kochi City Police Commissioner K Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar told reporters.

The Commissioner, who was present at the facility during the destruction process, said the exercise
was carried out as part of the state government’s anti-drug campaign, Operation Toofan.

Among the narcotics destroyed were 587 kg of ganja, more than one kg each of MDMA and hashish
oil, 143 grams of Nitrazepam tablets, and 77 grams of brown sugar, he said.

He said inspections would be intensified in the coming days and that the police would continue their
crackdown on drug trafficking without any compromise. PTI LGK SSK
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ED raids Hyderabad, Chennai in ketamine trafficking money
laundering case; ¥82.82 lakh cash, $18,000 seized

TH thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/ed-raids-hyderabad-chennai-in-ketamine-trafficking-money-laundering-case-8282-lakh-cash-
18000-seized/article71282838.ece

29 July 2026

Published - July 29, 2026 10:46 pm IST - Bengaluru

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Bengaluru zonal office, has conducted search operations in
Hyderabad and Chennai under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002, in connection
with an alleged organised racket involved in the clandestine manufacture and trafficking of ketamine,
a psychotropic substance regulated under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985.

The investigation stems from an Enforcement Case Information Report (ECIR) registered on the
basis of a prosecution complaint filed by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), Bengaluru. The
predicate offence relates to the seizure of 26.75 kg of ketamine from accused J. Kannan in Bengaluru
on April 30, 2019, followed by the recovery of 25.45 kg of ketamine from a clandestine laboratory
allegedly operated by Shivaraj Urs alias Mahesh Uthappa on May 1, 2019.
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%¥41.8 lakh worth of heroin seized at Aluva Railway Station; two
held

TH thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/418-lakh-worth-of-heroin-seized-at-aluva-railway-station-two-held/article71282205.ece

29 July 2026
Published - July 29, 2026 08:11 pm IST - Thrissur

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) has seized 204 grams of heroin worth an estimated I41.8 lakh
at Aluva railway station and detained two men from Assam during a joint anti-narcotics operation. The
seizure was made as part of “Operation Narcos”, a nationwide anti-drug drive, conducted jointly by
the Crime Intelligence Branch (CIB) of the RPF, Thiruvananthapuram, and the RPF, Aluva, under the
directions of Senior Divisional Security Commissioner Mohammed Hanifa.

The accused, identified as Nazir Uddin (33) and Kausar Ahmed Majumdar (32), were intercepted on
Platform No. 1 after arriving on the Dibrugarh—Kanyakumari Express (Train No. 22504). During the
inspection, RPF personnel found a Microtek inverter in the men’s possession to be unusually light.
On opening it, they discovered crystal-like narcotic substance concealed inside the equipment.
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Ganja gets dearer in Coimbatore after intense crackdown by
police

TH thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/ganja-gets-dearer-in-coimbatore-after-intense-crackdown-by-
police/article71282059.ece/amp

29 July 2026

A zipper packet of ganja of 8-10 grams, which used to be sold for about 500, is now reportedly being
sold for over %1,000, say police sources; peddlers were found adding adulterants to ganja to make up
for the shortage

Published - July 29, 2026 09:13 pm IST - COIMBATORE

With continuing police action against narcotics, availability of ganja has reportedly fallen across
Coimbatore, triggering a corresponding increase in its price in the illegal market, according to police
sources.

A zipper packet of ganja of 8-10 grams, which used to be sold for about ¥500, was now being sold for
over ¥1,000. Though a highly potent medical-grade cannabis called ‘OG Kush’ had been seized from
Coimbatore a few times in the past, there were very few takers for the variety due to its premium
price, said police sources involved in anti-narcotic operations.

Commissioner of Police N. Kannan said the increase in the price of ganja in the illegal market was a
direct impact of the crackdown on the drug by the police. “It indicates that the inflow and circulation of
the drug have reduced significantly,” he said.

With the police having expanded investigations into the clientele of persons arrested for selling ganja
and other drugs in Coimbatore, users have also stopped contacting peddlers via phone.

An officer from the Coimbatore District (Rural) Police said that peddlers were found to have been
adding adulterants to ganja to make up for the shortage. The officer added that those who had been
arrested for peddling ganja in the past and currently out on bail are being monitored.

The police have also tightened their grip on the smuggling of narcotics from other States, and the
Prohibition Enforcement Wing (PEW) of the Coimbatore city police recently arrested two men who
used an ambulance to traffick ganja from Andhra Pradesh to Coimbatore, bypassing vehicle checks.

“The PEW arrested over 15 persons for drug peddling in July alone. Seized vehicles include five cars,
an autorickshaw, an ambulance and eight two-wheelers. Bank accounts of peddlers with over 210
lakh have been frozen,” said Inspector Miadit Mano of PEW, Coimbatore city.
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Over 672 kg ganja, 23 tonnes of gutkha seized in West Zone
districts in three months

TH thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/over-672-kg-ganja-23-tonnes-of-gutkha-seized-in-west-zone-districts-in-three-
months/article71281443.ece/amp

29 July 2026

Updated - July 29, 2026 07:19 pm IST - COIMBATORE

In a major crackdown on narcotics and prohibited tobacco products, the police seized 672.893 kg of
ganja and 23.53 tonnes of gutkha from the eight West Zone districts in the past three months.

A total of 16,479 tablets of different prescription drugs, 586 gm of methamphetamine, 360 ml of
cannabis oil, 9.86 kg of cannabis-infused toffees, 48 stamps of lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), five
cannabis plants, 130 gm of magic mushroom and 80 gm of cocaine were also seized during the
police action from May 1 to July 25.

In July alone, 325.69 kg of ganja and 12.11 tonnes of prohibited tobacco products were seized from
the eight districts, namely Coimbatore, the Nilgiris, Tiruppur, Erode, Salem, Namakkal, Dharmapuri
and Krishnagiri.

Special drives and simultaneous action conducted under the supervision of R.V. Ramya Bharathi,
Inspector General of Police (West Zone) in the eight districts have crippled the drug trafficking and
retail networks, according to officials involved in the operations.

Meanwhile, the police have also taken serious note of the growing availability of synthetic drugs such
as methamphetamine, LSD and cocaine in the region.

Officials added that invoking the Goondas Act and freezing of bank accounts are among other actions
being taken against drug offenders in the West Zone.
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City police incinerate 587 kg of suspected ganja, other seized
contraband

TH thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/city-police-incinerate-587-kg-of-suspected-ganja-other-seized-
contraband/article71282074.ece/amp

30 July 2026

Seized narcotic substances confiscated by the Kochi City police being brought to the Brahmapuram
waste treatment plant on Wednesday for incineration. | Photo Credit: R.K. Nithin

The Kochi City police on Wednesday destroyed suspected narcotic substances, including synthetic
drugs, seized over the past one year as part of the ongoing anti-drug crackdown.

The drugs were incinerated at the Brahmapuram waste treatment plant after obtaining the required
court order. The destroyed contraband included 587 kg of ganja, around 2.6 kg of MDMA, 143 kg of
Nitrazepam tablets, 1 kg of hashish oil, and 77 grams of brown sugar, the police said.

District Police Chief (Kochi City) Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar said the police decided to destroy the
massive quantity of narcotics at one go with the aim of sending out a message to traffickers and
creating awareness for the public.

Kochi Mayor V.K. Minimol, who was present on the occasion, said the incineration was done in the
safest manner. “The filtering facilities ensure that no toxic substance is released during burning,” she
said
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Tiruvarur police arrest over 50 in ganja, tobacco smuggling
drive

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/tiruvarur-police-arrest-over-50-in-ganja-tobacco-smuggling-
drive/articleshow/132717299.cms

The Times Of India July 29, 2026
Jul 29, 2026, 22:04 IST
Tiruvarur police with an accused arrested for possession of tobacco productss

Trichy: Tiruvarur police arrested more than 50 people over the past three weeks in a intensified
crackdown on ganja and banned tobacco products. Officers seized 45kg of ganja and 300kg of gutka
from the accused. The district police launched a special drive on July 8, deploying a dedicated team
for month-long operations across Tiruvarur.

In the last two weeks, raids conducted at all 29 police stations resulted in 31 cases related to ganja
smuggling and sales, leading to the arrest of 41 individuals. Police also confiscated five two-wheelers
and one four-wheeler. Additionally, 11 cases were registered for tobacco item sales, resulting in 12
arrests.

Superintendent of police V Satish Kumar commended the officers and personnel for their effective
action.
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30 kg ganja seized at Needamangalam

TH thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/30-kg-ganja-seized-at-needamangalam/article71281485.ece

29 July 2026

Published - July 29, 2026 06:08 pm IST - TIRUCHI

An Anti Narcotic Task Force team in Tiruvarur district seized 30 kg of ganja at Needamangalam
railway junction on Tuesday.

Police sources said the team caught S Pravag Bagh, a native of Odisha and currently residing at
Gobichettipalayam in Erode district, from whose possession the contraband was confiscated.
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Stop Drugs, Save Youth: Experts Warn Students On Dangers
Of Addiction As KIMS Hyderabad Hosts Anti-Drug Drive

etvbharat.com/en/state/stop-drugs-save-youth-experts-warn-students-on-dangers-of-addiction-as-kims-hyderabad-hosts-anti-drug-
drive-enn26072905947

ETV Bharat English Team July 29, 2026

ETV Bharat / state

Published : July 29, 2026 at 7:14 PM IST

Hyderabad: Sitaram, the Superintendent of Police of the Elite Action Group for Drug Law
Enforcement (EAGLE) of the Telangana Police, on Wednesday called upon young people to stay
away from drugs, alcohol and other addictive substances, saying that only a drug-free youth can build
a bright future.

Addressing a special awareness programme organised by KIMS Hospitals Educational Society as
part of the Central government’s Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, Sitaram said addiction not only
damages health but also affects families, society and the future of an individual.

He also expressed concern that the influence of social media and unhealthy peer groups was
drawing some youngsters towards substance abuse at an early age. The police official also urged
parents to closely observe the behaviour of their children and inculcate good values from an early
age.

Speaking at the programme, B Kavitha Yadav, a High Court advocate, said that narcotic substances
were destroying the lives of many young people. She advised students to act responsibly during their
formative years and stay away from unlawful activities.

Dr Manimala Rao, Director of Education, KIMS, said students should not sacrifice their future to
addiction and that education remained the surest path to a secure and successful life. She cautioned
them against falling into bad company and developing habits such as alcohol consumption, smoking
and drug abuse.

Speakers at the programme also explained the statistics relating to drug abuse cases in Hyderabad
and discussed measures being taken to curb the menace. They said the objective of Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan is to create a drug-free India through awareness, treatment, rehabilitation and
community participation.

Dr I. Venkateswarlu, Dr Prasuna, Prof. Reddy Rani, Henna, Sunita, faculty members and students of
KES Group of Institutions participated in the programme.
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Maharashtra to launch ‘Drug-Free Mumbai’ campaign on July
30, CM Fadnavis to inaugurate

mid-day.com/amp/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/maharashtra-to-launch-drug-free-mumbai-campaign-on-july-30-chief-minister-
fadnavis-to-inaugurate-23642234

mid day online correspondent July 29, 2026

29 July,2026 06:47 PM IST | Mumbai | mid-day online correspondent

The Maharashtra government will launch the "Drug-Free Mumbai® campaign on July 30, with Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis inaugurating the initiative at the NSCI Dome. The year-long campaign
aims to curb substance abuse through awareness drives Maharashtra launches year-long ‘Drug-Free
Mumbai’ campaign to combat substance abuse

The Maharashtra government on Wednesday announced that they will be launching the 'Drug-Free
Mumbai' campaign on Thursday, July 30, with Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis set to inaugurate the
anti-drug awareness initiative at the NSCI Dome in Worli.

As per the official statement, the programme, scheduled to begin at 11 am, is part of the state's larger
effort to curb substance abuse and promote de-addiction, particularly among young people.

Maharashtra Minister Mangal Prabhat Lodha, who also chairs the High-Level Committee for the
Drug-Abuse Awareness Campaign, has appealed to Mumbaikars, especially students and youth, to
participate in large numbers and pledge to build a drug-free society.

Say no to drugs, say yes to life’

According to the state government, the campaign will continue throughout the year with awareness
drives and outreach activities across schools, colleges and communities. The initiative aims to spread
the message, "Say no to drugs, say yes to life," while encouraging a healthy and responsible lifestyle
among young citizens.

Officials said the campaign will bring together educational institutions, counsellors, parents and social
organisations to create widespread awareness about the dangers of drug abuse.

Besides the main event at the NSCI Dome, students from educational institutions across Mumbai will
also participate virtually. The campaign will place special emphasis on prevention, counselling and
the promotion of positive life values.

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Sunetra Ajit Pawar will also attend
the launch event.

Maharashtra Minister Lodha while briefing about the initiative, said, "The government has launched a
comprehensive awareness campaign to prevent young people from falling prey to drug addiction and
to strengthen public awareness about de-addiction."

27


https://www.mid-day.com/amp/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/maharashtra-to-launch-drug-free-mumbai-campaign-on-july-30-chief-minister-fadnavis-to-inaugurate-23642234
https://www.mid-day.com/author-detail/mid-day-online-correspondent-67
https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/maratha-quota-row-manoj-jarange-calls-for-statewide-agitation-from-aug-29-cm-fadnavis-says-govt-open-for-talks-23642231
https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/praful-patel-dismisses-legal-challenge-to-sunetra-pawars-appointment-as-ncp-national-president-23639711

12 named in ED charge-sheet against narcotics trafficking
network linked with Salim Dola

@ hindustantimes.com/cities/mumbai-news/12-named-in-ed-charge-sheet-against-narcotics-trafficking-network-linked-with-salim-
dola-101785351864188-amp.html

Abhishek Sharan July 30, 2026

MUMBAI: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has named 12 entities, including individuals and firms,
in its charge-sheet in the money-laundering case against an alleged narcotics trafficking network
which allegedly procured Mephedrone (MD), a prohibited synthetic drug, from someone connected
with alleged drug lord Salim Dola.

Dola was arrested in Turkey and extradited to India in April this year in pursuance with a red corner
notice issued by Interpol, based on a request from the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB).

The charge-sheet was submitted on Friday in the designated Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court, which had ordered the issuance of pre-cognisance notices to the accused.

Those named in the charge-sheet include Faisal Shaikh, who was arrested earlier by the NCB, his
wife Alfiya, and 10 others.

The ED’s probe was initiated based on a charge-sheet filed by the Mumbai unit of the NCB under
various sections of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances ( NDPS) Act. According to the
NCB charge-sheet, Faisal Shaikh had purchased 20 kg MD through a contact of Dola. He was
arrested along with six other accused by the NCB following the registration of the case in June 2023.

According to the ED, Shaikh and his wife Alfiya joined the well-organised network so they procure
MD, and the couple sold the drug to multiple vendors — identified as Samiya, Nasir and others — who
in turn sold the drug to their customers.

Shaikh and his wife dealt in cash and deposited the proceeds from drug sales in their personal bank
accounts, in a bid to pass them off as legal money, ED officials said. They also laundered the
proceeds of crime via firms registered in their names as well as in the names of their associates. In
reality, such firms did not have any actual or genuine business activities, the officials said.

Shaikh and his wife also allegedly gave cash generated from drug sales to their close associates
including Faizan, ED officials said. Faizan routed parts of the proceeds of crime via multiple bank
accounts, including some linked to shell companies connected with Shaikh; these funds were later
used to purchase immovable properties.

The ED had earlier provisionally attached seven immovable properties worth ¥5.88 crore, including
flats in Mumbai, in connection with its probe. It also seized cash worth ¥42 lakh, 1.6-kg jewellery
worth %1.76 crore and three second-hand luxury vehicles worth ¥56 lakh. The agency also froze 12
bank accounts in the name of Shaikh, his wife and other accused during a search operation on
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October 8, 2025. Earlier in June, the ED searched 20 locations across Maharashtra and Gujarat and
recovered property-related documents indicating that some assets allegedly procured with the
proceeds of crime were located in Dubai.

The ED has thus far raided the premises of some chartered accountants, hawala operators,
individuals providing bogus documentation, holders of benami assets linked to the proceeds of crime,
and units manufacturing drug precursors involving, at times, restricted chemicals as raw material.
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Five from Punjab get 10-year Rl for drug sale bid in Kutch

@' hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/five-from-punjab-get-10-year-ri-for-drug-sale-bid-in-kutch-101785349816478.html

HT Correspondent July 30, 2026

Special NDPS Court judge VA Buddha imposed a fine of 2 lakh each after convicting them under
NDPS Act Sections 8(2), 22 (c), and 29 about possession, sale, and transport of narcotic drugs,
abetment and criminal conspiracy

An NDPS court in Bhuj on Wednesday sentenced five men from Punjab to rigorous imprisonment (RI)
of 10 years for attempting to sell heroin in Gujarat’s Kutch district in 2023, noting their plan to target
youths for financial gain cannot be called a normal act.

Special NDPS Court judge VA Buddha imposed a fine of 2 lakh each after convicting them under
NDPS Act Sections 8(2), 22 (c), and 29 about possession, sale, and transport of narcotic drugs,
abetment and criminal conspiracy.

The convicts, identified as Ranijit Singh Jat (30), Harpreet Singh Jat (27), Sartaj Singh Jat (42), Daler
Singh Jat (47) and Gurbhej Singh Jat (34), are originally from Tarn Taran district.

As per the prosecution, the five men had smuggled a heroin consignment in a car from Punjab and
attempted to sell it at a premium in Kutch district.

Officials of the special operations group (SOG) had received an intelligence input regarding some
persons from Punjab travelling in a car with Delhi registration number and looking for customers in
Kutch district to sell drugs, according to a release issued by the prosecution.

The SOG contacted the accused through a dummy customer and traced the car on a highway near
Madhapar.

“When an attempt was made to cordon it, the accused tried to flee in the car, prompting police to fire
at its tyres. At the same time, two occupants started to run away, but they were nabbed. Three others
were also held, and their car seized,” it stated.

The search of the car led to the recovery of 420 grams of heroin.
A first information report was registered at the SOG police station at Bhuj on July 13, 2023.

During the hearing of this case, the court evaluated the evidence presented by the prosecution. The
court observed in its order that the five accused came together and made a well-planned strategy to
target the youth for financial gain and push people into serious addiction, which cannot be called a
normal act.
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Maharashtra cabinet approves special NDPS court in Pune to
speed up drug cases

:¥ indiatimes.com/news/maharashtra-cabinet-approves-special-ndps-court-in-pune-to-speed-up-drug-
cases/articleshow/132710315.html

Aditi Madhukar July 29, 2026

The Maharashtra cabinet has approved the establishment of a special court in Pune to hear cases
registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. The decision
was taken during a cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis.

According to the state government, the move follows a recommendation by the Bombay High Court,
which cited the increasing number of pending NDPS cases in Pune and the need for a dedicated
court to expedite their disposal.

The cabinet also approved the creation of eight posts required for the functioning of the special court.
These include one District and Additional Sessions Judge, one Grade-lI Stenographer, one Assistant
Superintendent, one Senior Clerk and two Junior Clerks as regular posts. Two peon posts will be
filled through an external agency.

The state government has sanctioned an expenditure of 1.26 crore for setting up and operating the
court.

Official figures presented during the meeting indicate that around 30,000 NDPS cases are currently
pending across Maharashtra. Of these, 1,425 cases are pending in Pune alone, prompting the need
for a dedicated judicial mechanism to handle drug-related offences.

Courtroom No. 22 at the Pune District Court has been allocated for the functioning of the new special
court.

The establishment of the court is expected to strengthen the judicial process for NDPS cases in Pune
by providing dedicated infrastructure and personnel for the hearing and disposal of narcotics-related
cases under the provisions of the NDPS Act.
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Nalasopara Man Arrested with MD Drugs Worth ¥35.5 Lakh in
Bandra; ANC Foils Drug Peddling Bid

m lokmattimes.com/mumbai/nalasopara-man-arrested-with-md-drugs-worth-rs355-lakh-in-bandra-anc-foils-drug-peddling-bid-a522

/author/vishalsingh/ July 29, 2026

A 32-year-old man was arrested by the Anti Narcotics Cell (ANC) of the Mumbai Crime Branch after
he was allegedly caught with 142 grams of MD (Mephedrone) drugs worth ¥35.50 lakh in Bandra.
The accused, identified as Sohel Abdul Gani Syed, a resident of Nalasopara, was allegedly
attempting to sell the contraband when he was apprehended by the Worli Unit of the ANC.

The accused has been booked under relevant provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act. A court has remanded him to police custody until July 30.

According to police, the operation was part of a special drive launched to curb the rising trafficking of
MD drugs in Mumbai. Acting on a tip-off that drug peddlers would arrive near Kalanagar Junction in
Bandra to deliver MD drugs, a team led by Senior Police Inspector Santosh Salunkhe, Assistant
Police Inspector Amit Ghogare, and other personnel laid a trap in plain clothes.

At around 1.30 am on Monday, the team noticed a man behaving suspiciously and detained him for
questioning. During a search, officers recovered 142 grams of MD drugs, valued at approximately
¥35.50 lakh, from his possession.

During interrogation, the accused revealed that he had come to Bandra to deliver the narcotics in
exchange for a lucrative commission. Police suspect he had turned to drug trafficking in an attempt to
make quick money. However, he was arrested before the delivery could take place.

A case was registered against him at Kherwadi Police Station under the NDPS Act. Investigators
have also found that Syed is a habitual offender with previous criminal cases, including assault and
causing grievous hurt.

Police are now probing the source of the seized drugs, the intended recipient, and whether the
accused had been involved in drug trafficking on earlier occasions. Further investigation is underway.
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Two held with Rs3.3L ganja in Amravati

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/two-held-with-rs3-3l-ganja-in-amravati/articleshow/132721342.cms

The Times Of India July 29, 2026

Jul 30, 2026, 00:57 IST

Amravati: Amravati Rural police arrested two men for ganja trafficking and seized contraband worth
Rs 3.30 lakh near Paratwada on Wednesday. Under ‘Operation Kavach’, API Salim Sheikh’s team
intercepted a motorcycle on Anjangaon Road after a tip-off.

Accused Ramnath Mangal Belsare (40) and Ganesh Raju Jhamarkar (38, both from Vastapur,
Chikhaldara, were carrying 4 kg of ganja valued at Rs 2.5 lakh in a nylon bag. Police also seized their

bike worth Rs 80,000. A case was registered under the NDPS Act.

The operation was conducted under SP Niketan Kadam’s guidance. Further probe is underway.
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Bhandara cops bust inter-state drug racket, seize 200kg ganja

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/bhandara-cops-bust-inter-state-drug-racket-seize-200kg-
ganja/articleshow/132721516.cms

Soumitra Bose July 29, 2026

Nagpur: Bhandara police have seized nearly 200kg of high-quality ganja, valued at approximately
Rs1 crore, which was supposed to be distributed in Nagpur, Amravati and Mumbai. The seizure has
dealt a major blow to an emerging interstate drug syndicate operating from Odisha.

The action was taken on the intervening night of July 26-27. Acting on a tip-off, a team from Sakoli
police station, after alerting SP Bhandara Noorul Hasan, laid a trap at Sendurwafa Toll Plaza. They
intercepted a truck, bearing West Bengal registration number, moving from Sambalpur in Odisha
towards Nagpur.

A thorough search revealed almost 200kg of cannabis concealed among a consignment of iron wires.
The driver, Pankaj Kumar Bhushan Yadav (30), a native of Bihar, and the cleaner, Bapi Badal Malik
(38), from West Bengal, were arrested. A case was registered against them at Sakoli police station.

Preliminary investigation revealed that the duo had been regularly plying legitimate goods for several
months. A conduit linked to the Sambalpur-based ganja mafia approached them at a dhaba with a
promise of quick money. "The duo diverted the vehicle to a nearby forested area where the
contraband was loaded. As per the plan, a local contact in Nagpur was supposed to take delivery of
the contraband and distribute some portion locally.

The rest was supposed to be delivered to Amravati and Mumbai, " the SP said. Bhandara police
officers said the seizure highlights a new trend where transporters are being lured into narcotics
smuggling. "We are probing the larger network and more arrests are expected," a senior officer
said.Investigators are now mapping the full supply chain, including handlers in Nagpur's distribution
network, using technical surveillance and call data analysis to nab the accused.
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He further added that the initiative seeks to achieve the goal of a drug-free Mumbai by encouraging
active participation from schools, colleges, voluntary organisations, citizens and other stakeholders.

Appealing for public support, the minister urged citizens to join the campaign and stressed that every
section of society must remain vigilant to combat drug abuse and help build a safer and healthier
Mumbai.
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Digital Desk July 29, 2026
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Mandaviya: PM to launch 100-week campaign against drug
abuse on Aug 2

m» millenniumpost.in/amp/nation/mandaviya-pm-to-launch-100-week-campaign-against-drug-abuse-on-aug-2-670165

MPost July 29, 2026

New Delhi: Concerned about the “rising drug abuse” in India, Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports
Mansukh Mandaviya on Wednesday announced that a nationwide 100-week campaign to raise
awareness against the menace will be launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 2.

‘Nasha Mukta Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyaan’ will rely on walkathons, sports activities,
meditation sessions, street plays, and art competitions every Sunday to drive home the message of
drug-free society.

“On 2 August 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the ‘Nasha Mukta Yuva for Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Abhiyaan’ and inspire the youth of the nation to contribute towards building a Drug-Free
India,” Mandaviya said.

“Responding to the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s call, this campaign will be led by MY Bharat youth, with
the objective of uniting young people across the country in a collective national mission against
substance abuse,” he added.

According to Narcotics Control Bureau’s 2025 report, about 1.34 lakh kilograms of narcotic drugs
were seized across the country, with an estimated market value of around Rs 1,980 crore.

Arecord 42,282 acres of illegal opium cultivation was destroyed in the same year, a massive jump
compared to only 10,000 acres in 2020.

Mandaviya expressed concern about the numbers that he is seeing.

“They are nothing short of shocking and it is very important that this problem is addressed
aggressively. | urge all the youth of the country to become an active part of the ‘Nasha Mukta Yuva for
Viksit Bharat’ campaign,” he said.
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‘82,971 kg narcotics seized in J&K between 2020-2024’

w risingkashmir.com/top-stories/82971-kg-narcotics-seized-in-jk-between-2020-2024-12210203

Younus Rashid

Centre cites four-tier NCORD mechanism for coordination

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total

Seizures (kg) 27,361.35 22,082.41 17,192.41 11,358.53 4,977.21 82,971.91

Table: J&K narcotics seizures, 2020-2024

July 29, 2026

Srinagar, Jul 29: Jammu and Kashmir saw the seizure of 82,971.91 kg of narcotics under the NDPS
Act between 2020 and 2024, the Ministry of Home Affairs told the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday, as it

pointed to a four-tier Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) mechanism set up to strengthen

enforcement coordination between Central and State agencies.

The data was tabled in response to an unstarred question by MP Jebi Mather Hisham on cross-

border narcotics trafficking and border security, with a focus on the North-Eastern states. Minister of
State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai gave the reply, citing National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)

data for 2020-2024.

Year-wise, seizures in J&K stood at 27,361.35 kg in 2020, 22,082.41 kg in 2021, 17,192.41 kg in
2022, 11,358.53 kg in 2023, and 4,977.21 kg in 2024, marking a consistent year-on-year decline over

the period.

The NCORD mechanism

To explain how enforcement is coordinated on the ground, the ministry detailed the structure of the
NCORD mechanism, which it said operates at four levels. At the top, an Apex Committee and an

Executive Committee meet at the Centre. Below this, State-level NCORD meetings are chaired by
the Chief Secretary on a quarterly basis, while District-level NCORD meetings are held monthly under
the District Magistrate to review enforcement, intelligence sharing and preventive measures.

The ministry said a dedicated Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF), headed by an Additional Director
General or Inspector General rank police officer, has been set up in each State and UT to function as
the NCORD Secretariat and follow up on decisions taken at the various NCORD levels. Joint
Coordination Committee (JCC) meetings, involving Central and State agencies, are also held

regularly to discuss important narcotics cases.

North-East remains the bigger worry
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While J&K's numbers form part of the national NCRB dataset, the government's answer devoted
most attention to the North-Eastern states, which it said remain especially vulnerable to trafficking of
Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS) and heroin owing to their location near the "Death Triangle" and
porous borders with Myanmar. The ministry said 4,626 kg of ATS and 2,652 kg of heroin were seized
nationally between 2021 and 2025 as reported by drug law enforcement agencies to the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB).

The reply said trafficking patterns in the region have shifted, with a marked rise in Methamphetamine
(Crystal Meth/YABA) smuggled from Myanmar through Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland, alongside
continuing heroin trafficking. The Moreh Tamu border was flagged as a major transit point, with
syndicates increasingly using forest routes, courier and parcel networks, and encrypted
communication apps to coordinate deliveries.

Other measures announced

The government also cited a Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-2029), released on June
26, 2026, built around four focus areas: enforcement, precursor and synthetic drug control, demand
and harm reduction, and capacity building. The NCB currently operates a Zonal Unit in Srinagar
among its key border area offices, alongside Siliguri, Agartala and Itanagar. Six new zonal offices
have been approved, four of them in North-Eastern states, namely Dimapur, Aizawl, Shillong and
Gangtok. Other measures cited include anti-drone systems, enhanced CCTV and night vision
surveillance, and new design border fencing along vulnerable stretches.
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HC takes judicial notice of Punjab drug menace, calls cross-
border trafficking an ‘existential threat’

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/hc-takes-judicial-notice-of-punjab-drug-menace-calls-cross-border-trafficking-an-existential-
threat/amp

Saurabh Malik July 29, 2026

Taking judicial notice of the “alarming magnitude and pervasive spread of the drug menace”,
particularly in the sensitive border regions of the state, the Punjab and Haryana High Court has held
that the unabated influx of “heavy commercial quantities of psychotropic substances” across
international borders poses an “existential threat” to public health, national security and the socio-
economic fabric of society. Justice Alok Jain also cautioned that courts dealing with organised cross-
border drug cartels must exercise “heightened circumspection and strict scrutiny” and carefully
balance individual liberty against the larger societal interest.

The assertions came as Justice Jain dismissed twin anticipatory bail pleas filed by an accused in two
matters registered by Amritsar Narcotics Control Bureau. “Clandestine narco-syndicates operating in
these vulnerable border belts exploit geographical proximity to run deeply entrenched supply chains
and launder illicit proceeds,” the bench asserted.

Referring to the approach required in such prosecutions, Justice Jain held: “When dealing with cases
emanating from such border-centric drug cartels — especially those involving commercial quantities
of contraband and organised networks — the courts are duty-bound to exercise heightened
circumspection and strict scrutiny.”

The bench added individual liberty was required to be carefully balanced against the overriding
societal interest, “ensuring that the stringent statutory mandate and legislative intent behind Section
37 of the NDPS Act are strictly upheld to prevent the frustration of ongoing investigations”.

On the merits, Justice Jain took note of NCB’s submission that seizures comprised 2.950 kg of
opium, 5.504 kg of methamphetamine and 8.740 kg of heroin, all falling within the statutory threshold
of commercial quantity.

NCB was represented by Special Public Prosecutor Rajiv Sharma (Hisarwale), along with advocates
Vinayak Atre and Indu Bala Sharma. Justice Jain added the court could not lose sight of the fact that
the drug menace in the state of Punjab was at its peak and the larger aspect was required to be
seen, for which thorough investigation was required. “While dealing with the investigation of such kind
and the intelligent and disciplined criminals who execute such offences, it is likely to have some minor
discrepancies,” the court observed.

Recognising the specialised role of the investigating agency, Justice Jain observed: “NCB is a
specialised authority to look into such crimes, however, certain minor lapses cannot form basis to
make the petitioner entitled for grant the extra-ordinary concession of anticipatory bail.”
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The bench, however, clarified that these observations should not be construed as condoning any
illegality on the part of investigating officers. “It is duly recorded here that the above observation does
not give a clean chit to the Authorities to violate the provisions of law with any impunity,” the court
said, adding that “the authorities, if find, that the officer has not acted in accordance with law will be at
liberty to take appropriate steps against him. However, at this stage; the said issue is left open”.

Declining the relief of anticipatory bail, Justice Jain held that the petitioner’s custodial interrogation
was of “utmost importance” particularly because huge cache of drugs recovered was linked to the
petitioner and co-accused. There was specific allegation that the petitioner had facilitated the lifting of
the entire illegal cross-border drugs consignment and had “previous criminal antecedents under the
NDPS Act”. His custodial interrogation was necessary “to unearth the entire financial trail, conspiracy
and the nexus of all nominated accused with the cross border smuggling of drugs”.

The bench further observed: “In a crime such as being investigated by NCB and the prima facie role
being attributed to the petitioner makes it incumbent that his custodial interrogation will be of extreme
importance.”

It reiterated that “the custodial interrogation of the petitioner would be of grave importance, at this
stage, to ensure that the investigation in this case comes to its logical end”.

Concluding that no ground was made out for granting the extraordinary concession of anticipatory
bail, Justice Jain held: “In light of the above, this court does not find any ground to grant the extra
ordinary concession of anticipatory bail to the petitioner, hence, the present petitions are dismissed.”

Tags :
#AnticipatoryBail#NarcoticsControlCrossBorderSmugglingdrugmenaceNationalSecurityNCBndpsacto
rganizedcrimepublichealthPunjabHighCourt
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4,626 kg ATS, 2,652 kg Heroin Seized Between 2021-25: Centre

i globalgovernancenews.com/4626-kg-ats-2652-kg-heroin-seized-between-2021-25-centre

Global Governance News July 29, 2026

o Centre says 4,626 kg ATS and 2,652 kg heroin seized during 2021-2025.

¢ Northeast remains vulnerable due to porous Indo-Myanmar border and proximity to the
Golden Triangle.

o Government launches Vision Document on Narcotics Control 2026-29.

 New NCB zonal offices, anti-drone systems and surveillance measures approved.

GG News Bureau

New Delhi, 29th July: The Centre on Wednesday informed the Rajya Sabha that 4,626 kg of
Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS) and 2,652 kg of heroin were seized across the country between
2021 and 2025, as it intensified efforts to combat cross-border narcotics trafficking, particularly in the
North Eastern region.

Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai, in a written reply, said the northeastern states
remain particularly vulnerable to transnational trafficking because of their proximity to the Golden
Triangle and porous borders with Myanmar.

The government said trafficking syndicates continue to exploit the Free Movement Regime (FMR),
forest routes and unfenced stretches along the Indo-Myanmar border while increasingly using
legitimate cargo, passenger vehicles, courier services, parcel networks, social media platforms and
encrypted communication applications to transport narcotics. The Moreh-Tamu border remains a
major transit point for heroin and methamphetamine originating from Myanmar.

To strengthen enforcement, the Centre has launched the Vision Document on Narcotics Control
(2026-2029) with four key focus areas—enforcement, precursor and synthetic drug control, demand
and harm reduction, and capacity building and coordination.

The Ministry also highlighted the functioning of the four-tier Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD)
mechanism, regular Joint Coordination Committee meetings, Anti-Narcotics Task Forces in all States
and Union Territories, and coordinated operations by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) with the
Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard, Border Security Force and state agencies.

To improve intelligence sharing and operational capability, the government has established NCB
zonal units in key border areas and approved six new zonal offices, including four in the Northeast at
Dimapur, Aizawl, Shillong and Gangtok. Advanced anti-drone systems, CCTV surveillance, night
vision devices, improved border fencing and floodlighting are also being deployed along vulnerable
stretches.

The government noted that while heroin trafficking continues, there has been a significant rise in the
smuggling of methamphetamine (Crystal Meth/YABA) from Myanmar through Manipur, Mizoram and

Nagaland, indicating a shift towards synthetic drugs. It also flagged reports of precursor chemicals
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being smuggled into Myanmar for the illicit manufacture of synthetic narcotics.

The Ministry said the measures are aimed at strengthening border security, enhancing inter-agency
coordination and curbing the evolving methods adopted by transnational drug trafficking networks.
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Amritsar: Police seize 111 kg contraband, bust Dubai-based
drug cartel in 7 months

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/amritsar-police-seize-111-kg-contraband-bust-dubai-based-drug-cartel-in-7-months

Tribune News Service July 30, 2026

Tribune News Service

Amritsar, Updated At : 10:53 AM Jul 30, 2026 IST

The police here have seized more than 111.5 kg of heroin, dismantled a Dubai-based cross-border
drug cartel, while registering 1,137 NDPS Act cases and arresting nearly 1,900 drug peddlers since
January this year. Police Commissioner Gurpreet Singh Bhullar said the border city was one of
Punjab’s leading districts in the state’s anti-drug campaign.

According to official figures, the police have seized 111.56 kg of heroin, 11.44 kg of ICE
(methamphetamine), 9.25 kg of opium, 2.25 kg of charas, besides narcotic powder, poppy husk and
26,945 intoxicating capsules and tablets. The police also seized Rs 61.12 lakh in drug money and 38
vehicles allegedly used for drug trafficking during the past seven months.

One of the biggest successes achieved was the busting of a Dubai-based international drug
syndicate involved in smuggling heroin into Punjab through drones across the international border.
The police also seized 30.05 kg of heroin in the operation and arrested six accused, including two
juveniles.

Bhullar said the latest operation followed last year’s dismantling of a Pakistan and Canada-linked
international drug cartel that resulted in the seizure of 60.30 kg of heroin near the international border
in Rajasthan and the arrest of nine accused.

Apart from the anti-drug drive, Amritsar Police also intensified its campaign against organised crime
under Punjab government’s ‘Gangstran te Vaar’ campaign, registering 63 Arms Act cases and
arresting 153 accused. During the operations, the police seized 209 pistols and Mausers, two
revolvers, eight rifles and guns, 221 magazines, 536 cartridges, besides Rs 3.80 lakh linked to
hawala transactions.

“Technology has been extensively integrated into investigations through the Punjab Artificial
Intelligence System, VAHAN vehicle verification database, Digital Forensic Laboratory and an
expanded CCTV surveillance network,” he said.

While highlighting another aspect in the war against drugs and rehabilitation of addicts, he said since
January, 1,553 drug users had been admitted to de-addiction centres, 2,443 referred to outpatient
opioid-assisted treatment centres, while 281 individuals were extended the benefit of Section 64-A of
the NDPS Act, which grants immunity from prosecution to persons who voluntarily seek medical
treatment for de-addiction.
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The enforcement drive also resulted in the issuance of 82,274 traffic challans, impounding of 5,400
vehicles, recovery of Rs 44.48 lakh in fines and 1,609 preventive actions, during which 2,950 persons
were detained for maintaining law and order.
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42 drug peddlers arrested 31 cases filed in Phagwara

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/jalandhar/42-drug-peddlers-arrested-31-cases-filed-in-phagwara/amp

Our Correspondent July 29, 2026

The Phagwara police have intensified their crackdown on drug trafficking, arresting 42 drug peddlers
and registering 31 cases across the sub-division during the past one month.

Speaking to The Tribune here on Wednesday, Madhvi Sharma said the police recovered heroin,
intoxicating tablets and illicit liquor during the anti-drug operations carried out in different parts of the
sub-division.

The SP said the police are continuing sustained enforcement drives against drug networks and are
maintaining strict surveillance on suspected drug peddlers to curb the menace.

Highlighting public service initiatives, Sharma said the police disposed of 550 public complaints
during the month, reflecting the department’s focus on prompt grievance redressal.

She further informed that a special police force has been permanently stationed at Chajj Colony, a
sensitive area identified for drug-related activities, to effectively deal with drug peddling and
strengthen law and order.

The SP reiterated the police’s commitment to eliminating the drug menace and appealed to the public
to cooperate by sharing information about drug traffickers, assuring that the identity of informants
would be kept confidential.
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J&K: Arms recovered in Kulgam; drug peddler’s property
attached in Shopian

% socialnews.xyz/2026/07/29/jk-arms-recovered-in-kulgam-drug-peddlers-property-attached-in-shopian

Gopi July 29, 2026

Srinagar, July 29 (SocialNews.XYZ) Security forces on Wednesday recovered a huge cache of arms
and ammunition during a search operation in J&K’s Kulgam district, while police attached the property
of a drug peddler in Shopian district worth over Rs 18.76 lakhs.

A police statement says that an operation was carried out jointly by Kulgam Police, the 34 Rashtriya
Rifles (RR) and the 18 Battalion of the CRPF in the Tantrypora—Sursnoo orchards.

Police say the operation resulted in the recovery of a huge cache of arms and ammunition, describing
it as a major success that has dealt a significant setback to terrorist networks operating in the area.

The recovery of the arms and ammunition has defeated the designs of the terrorists to use these
arms for disrupting peace in the area, police add.

In another operation, Jammu and Kashmir Police on Wednesday attached immovable property worth
Rs 18,76,665 belonging to an alleged drug peddler in Shopian under its ongoing crackdown against
narcotics-related activities.

According to a police statement, the attached property comprises a residential house belonging to
Nazir Ahmad Lone, son of Rishi Lone, a resident of Kathohallan.

Police say the property is identified during investigation as having been acquired through proceeds
generated from the illegal trade of drugs and narcotics.

The attachment is carried out in connection with FIR No. 27/2025 registered at Police Station Keller.
The statement states that the attachment proceedings are conducted in the presence of a duly
constituted police team, an Executive Magistrate, the Lambardar, and the Chowkidar, ensuring
compliance with all legal procedures and maintaining transparency.

Police say the action is part of its continued efforts to dismantle the financial infrastructure of
narcotics trafficking by targeting assets allegedly acquired through proceeds of the illegal drug trade.

In its continuing operation to dismantle the network of drug smuggling and drug abuse, security
forces have been carrying out operations against drug smugglers and peddlers.

The action includes cancellation of driving licence, passport, Aadhaar card in addition to attachment
of immovable and movable property created out of drug proceeds.
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PIL In Supreme Court Seeks Time-Bound NDPS Trials,
Mandatory FSL Deadlines, Special Courts To Combat India's
Drug Crisis

k. lawbeat.in/top-stories/pil-in-supreme-court-seeks-time-bound-ndps-trials-mandatory-fsl-deadlines-special-courts-to-combat-indias-
drug-crisis-1617132

Sukriti Mishra July 29, 2026

The PIL in Supreme Court sought directions for mandatory forensic timelines, Special NDPS Courts,
rehabilitation measures, digital recording of seizures, and a graded sentencing framework to
strengthen India's anti-drug enforcement regime

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been filed before the Supreme Court seeking sweeping structural
reforms in the implementation of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act,
including mandatory timelines for forensic reports, constitution of Special Courts, digital recording of
search and seizure operations, stricter action against drug traffickers, and expanded rehabilitation
measures for addicts.

The petition filed by Advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay contends that India's existing anti
narcotics framework suffers from systemic deficiencies that have weakened enforcement, delayed
prosecutions, and failed to adequately distinguish between drug traffickers and addicts requiring
treatment.

The petitioner through AoR Ashwani Kumar Dubey has urged the apex court to direct the Centre
and State Governments to prescribe a mandatory timeline for submission of Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) reports in all NDPS cases, formulate Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for
search, seizure and sampling, particularly in cases involving small and intermediate quantities, and
establish Special Courts under Sections 36 and 36A of the NDPS Act to ensure time-bound
investigation and speedy trials.

The plea also seeks constitution of an Expert Committee to identify and promptly notify New
Psychoactive Substances (NPS), including synthetic opioids such as nitazenes, which the petition
claims currently escape regulation due to delays in scheduling under the NDPS Act.

Besides enforcement reforms, the petitioner has sought directions for the establishment and
operationalisation of rehabilitation and wellness centres under Sections 39 and 64A of the NDPS Act,
mandatory videography and digital recording of search, seizure and inventory proceedings, and
formulation of a graded sentencing policy prescribing stringent punishment for traffickers and
financiers while treating addicts and personal use offenders differently.

Further, the PIL seeks directions for time-bound identification and confiscation of properties allegedly
acquired through drug trafficking under the NDPS Act, Prevention of Corruption Act, Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA), Benami Property Act and the Black Money Act. It also prays for a
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direction to the Law Commission to prepare a comprehensive report on reforms within three months
and for a declaration that sentences in NDPS cases should run consecutively.

Plea cities rising Drug crisis

According to the petition, the immediate cause of action arose after reports emerged on May 8, 2026,
that a mother in Punjab's Kapurthala district had lost all five of her sons to drug addiction.

The petitioner has cited several other incidents to underline the gravity of the crisis, including
allegations that drug addicted parents in Punjab's Mansa sold their infant son to finance narcotics, a
fatal overdose in Tarn Taran, an addiction linked homicide in Noida, and the killing of a father by his
drug addicted son in Haryana.

The plea claims that around two lakh people die unnatural deaths annually due to narcotic
substances while nearly 20,000 others suffer serious physical and mental ilinesses attributable to
drug abuse.

It also highlights a reported 53 percent increase in drug related cases in 2025, stating that 1,48,063
NDPS cases were registered and nearly 1,240 tonnes of narcotic substances were seized during the
year, with cannabis accounting for 51 percent and opiates 29 percent of total seizures.

Highlights AIIMS Dats, Treatment gap

Relying on data from AlIMS' National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre and the National Mental
Health Survey, the petition submits that approximately 3.1 crore people use cannabis and 2.3 crore
use opioids in India.

The plea states that substance abuse contributes to HIV, Hepatitis B and C, cardiovascular and
neurological diseases, overdose deaths, maternal health complications, depression, psychosis,
suicidal tendencies and cognitive impairment. It further claims that nearly 90 percent of individuals
suffering from substance use disorders do not receive treatment.

The petitioner argues that the drug menace has also resulted in domestic violence, child trafficking,
family breakdowns, organised crime, cross border smuggling, money laundering and growing
pressure on the criminal justice system.

Contending that the issue concerns public health, public order and the right to life under Article 21 of
the Constitution, the petitioner has sought urgent intervention by the Supreme Court to strengthen
India's anti narcotics framework through institutional, legislative and procedural reforms.

Case Title: Ashiwini Kumar Upadhyay v. Union of India & Ors.

Bench: Supreme Court of India (hearing expected)
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HC junks anticipatory bail of Amritsar absconding drug
smuggler

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/hc-junks-anticipatory-bail-of-amritsar-absconding-drug-smuggler/amp

Tribune News Service July 29, 2026

Drug smuggler Harmanijit Singh has failed to secure anticipatory bail from the Punjab and Haryana
High Court, which dismissed his plea on July 27, tightening the legal noose around the absconding
accused, who is wanted in a major narcotics smuggling case.

Harmanijit, a resident of Naushra Dhalla village in Tarn Taran district, has been on the run since
February after the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), Amritsar zone unit, busted a cross-border
smuggling network and seized 18 kg of contraband, including about 9 kg of heroin, 6 kg of ICE and 3
kg of opium.

The NCB had launched a manhunt to arrest him and even announced a reward of Rs 1 lakh for
information leading to his arrest. The agency has appealed to the public to share any information
regarding his location, movement or shelter, assuring that the identity of informers will be kept
confidential.

The case dates back to February 15 when the NCB arrested three alleged drug couriers — Jodhbir
Singh, Harpal Singh and Jasbir Singh — soon after they allegedly collected a narcotics consignment
from the Indo-Pak border area in Tarn Taran district. During interrogation, the trio allegedly disclosed
that they had been collecting consignments for Harmanijit for several months.

Investigators said Harmanjit switched off his mobile phone immediately after their arrests and had
been on the run ever since.

The investigation later led to the arrest of Paramjit Singh, sarpanch of Kalsian village in Tarn Taran
district, in March. The NCB alleged that Pamma had provided shelter to the absconding accused and
that Harmanijit's SUV was found at his residence.

Pamma was reportedly associated with the village defence committee constituted under the Punjab
Government’s war against drugs campaign. He is also considered close to the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party, though the party has denied any association with him.

With the High Court declining the anticipatory bail, the NCB is expected to intensify efforts to
apprehend Harmanijit, who remains one of the prime accused in the high-profile cross-border drug
smuggling case, an NCB official privy to the investigations said.
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Pilot held with 814g MDMA worth about ¥40 lakh in Gurugram

@ hindustantimes.com/cities/gurugram-news/pilot-held-with-814g-mdma-worth-about-40-lakh-in-gurugram-101785389906248.html

Debashish Karmakar July 30, 2026

A 33-year-old commercial pilot was arrested with 814 grams of MDMA from Sector 103 in Gurugram
on Wednesday, police said. The contraband is estimated to be worth ¥37-40 lakh in the international
market.

The suspect, originally of Kozhikode in Kerala, was staying at Landmark Society in Daulatabad,
Gurugram. On the complaint of a crime branch official, an FIR under relevant provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act was registered at Rajendra Park police station.

Crime branch officials alleged that the suspect procured the MDMA from an associate in Noida for ¥5
lakh and had agreed to pay the remaining amount after selling the contraband in Gurugram.

A senior police official said the suspect initially used the synthetic psychoactive drug and later
became addicted before allegedly turning to selling it for quick money. “He was working as a pilot for
a private airline and flew chartered planes. However, due to his addiction, he lost his job. Afterwards,
he got into drug smuggling to earn quickly,” the officer said, adding that the suspect holds a valid
commercial pilot licence.

Sandeep Turan, public relations officer of Gurugram police, said the suspect was arrested on specific
input received by the Sector 39 crime unit. “There is a strong suspicion that he was supplying the
drugs to high-profile private parties looking at the quantity, but things will become clear only after
detailed interrogation,” he said.

Police said call detail records were being analysed to identify buyers and trace the supply chain,
while raids were underway to arrest the alleged supplier in Noida. The suspect will be produced
before a court on Thursday with a plea for custodial remand.
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Chandigarh: 2 drug peddlers held with heroin

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/chandigarh-2-drug-peddlers-held-with-heroin/amp

Tribune News Service July 30, 2026

In the first case, the Sector 31 police arrested Ayush, alias Shera (25), a resident of Rajiv Colony,
Panchkula, with 12.44 grams of heroin near the BSF headquarters area in Ram Darbar. Police
records show that Ayush has three previous criminal cases against him, including one under the
NDPS Act, besides cases under the Gambling Act and the Arms Act.

In another operation, a Mauli Jagran police team arrested Bittu Kumar, a resident of Hallomajra, with
18.30 grams of heroin. The accused was produced before a court and remanded in police custody.
Further investigation is under way in both cases.
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Samba police arrests notorious drug peddiler, seizes 50 gms of
heroin

n= dailyexcelsior.com/samba-police-arrests-notorious-drug-peddler-seizes-50-gms-of-heroin/amp

Daily Excelsior July 29, 2026

Excelsior Correspondent

SAMBA, July 29: Continuing its sustained drive against drug trafficking, Samba arrested a notorious
drug peddler and recovered approximately 50 grams of heroin within the jurisdiction of Police Station
(PS) Vijaypur.

Police said a team of Police Station (PS), Vijaypur during vehicle checking naka at AIIMS Vijaypur,
intercepted a motorcycle bearing Registration Number, JK21K-1424 which was coming from Samba
side and moving towards Vijaypur side. During search and checking, approximately 50 grams of
heroin-like substance (Chitta) was recovered from the possession of the motorcyclist.

The drug peddler identified as Farman Ali, son of Abdul Gani of Rakh Barotian, tehsil Vijaypur district
Samba has been arrested and the contraband item along with motorcycle has also been seized by
the police.

A case FIR No. 129/2026 U/S 8/21/22/25 NDPS Act has been registered at Police Station (PS)
Vijaypur and further investigation is underway to establish the forward and backward linkages of the
narcotics network.

Police said the accused is a notorious drug peddler and is involved in several drug-related cases in
the district, indicating his continued involvement in illegal narcotics activities.

54


https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/samba-police-arrests-notorious-drug-peddler-seizes-50-gms-of-heroin/amp

Man held for illegal storage, sale of codeine cough syrup

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/allahabad/man-held-for-illegal-storage-sale-of-codeine-cough-
syrup/amp_articleshow/132719311.cms

The Times Of India July 29, 2026
Jul 29, 2026, 23:20 IST

Prayagraj: A joint team of Maheshganj police, the SWAT unit and the surveillance cell on Wednesday
arrested an accused carrying a cash reward of Rs 25,000 in connection with the alleged illegal
storage and sale of codeine-based cough syrup.

According to police, a drug sale licence had been issued to M/s Mahadev Pharma, owned by Ayush
Pratap Singh, at Jhingurpur village in Maheshganj, on the basis of allegedly forged documents.

The firm subsequently purchased large quantities of codeine-based ‘New Phensedyl’ cough syrup
from different districts. However, departmental verification found that no medical store was operating
at the registered address. The probe also found that the medicines had not been physically verified
and that no sales records had been produced.

Investigators alleged that the fraudulently obtained licence was used to facilitate the storage and sale
of codeine-based medicines for non-medical purposes.

A case was registered at Maheshganj police station on Dec 16, 2025, and Singh had since been
absconding.

Based on evidence gathered during the investigation, relevant provisions of the NDPS Act and the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, were added to the case.

55


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/allahabad/man-held-for-illegal-storage-sale-of-codeine-cough-syrup/amp_articleshow/132719311.cms

Government Strengthens Monitoring of De-addiction Centres
Through NMBA Management Information System

L indiaeducationdiary.in/government-strengthens-monitoring-of-de-addiction-centres-through-nmba-management-information-
system

iednewsdesk July 30, 2026

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has strengthened the monitoring and evaluation of
de-addiction and rehabilitation centres supported under the National Action Plan for Drug Demand
Reduction (NAPDDR) through a robust digital monitoring mechanism and periodic inspections. This
was stated by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri B. L. Verma, in a
written reply to Shri Karti P Chidambaram in the Lok Sabha.

The Ministry stated that the performance of de-addiction and rehabilitation centres is assessed on a
comprehensive set of parameters. These include adequacy of infrastructure such as bed capacity
and occupancy, ward space, counselling and consultation rooms, medicine storage, recreation
facilities, cleanliness, and provision of free food. Assessments also examine staffing, quality of
medical and psychosocial services, follow-up care, maintenance of records, utilization of funds, and
outreach activities undertaken by the centres.

To further improve service delivery, the Ministry has introduced the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
Management Information System (NMBA MIS) under NAPDDR. The digital platform captures and
monitors beneficiary-wise records from preventive, treatment and rehabilitation facilities across the
country. It records patient registration details, clinical assessments, substance use patterns,
diagnosis, treatment, pharmacological and psychosocial interventions, and follow-up services. The
system enables effective monitoring of treatment outcomes and rehabilitation of beneficiaries.

The Ministry also informed that de-addiction centres are regularly inspected by the Project Monitoring
Unit through random surprise visits in accordance with the Standard Operating Procedure.
Continuation of projects and release of grants are contingent upon satisfactory inspection reports.
Centres found not functioning in accordance with the Scheme guidelines are liable for closure,
ensuring accountability and quality standards in service delivery.

The Government remains committed to strengthening India’s de-addiction ecosystem through
transparent monitoring, digital governance, and quality rehabilitation services, contributing to the
objectives of a healthier and drug-free society.
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Editorial July 29, 2026
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Bengal to form special task force to take on organised drug
trafficking rings

TS thestatesman.com/cities/kolkata/bengal-to-form-special-task-force-to-take-on-organised-drug-trafficking-rings-1503622212.html

Statesman News Service July 29, 2026

The West Bengal _government is set to form a special task force to combat organised drug trafficking
rings across the state. This unit has been named the ‘Anti-Narcotics Task Force’ (ANTF).

According to sources at the state secretariat Nabanna, the official notification regarding this directive
has already been issued. However, details regarding the unit’s operational modalities have not yet
been disclosed.

Operations against drug trafficking in the state have traditionally been handled by local police
stations. However, the state government has now planned to form a separate task force specifically to
tackle these organized trafficking rings.

According to sources from the state secretariat at Nabanna, the unit is named the Anti-Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF) and will operate under the state police’s Special Task Force (STF).

An officer of Inspector General (IG) rank is expected to lead the force. The ANTF will work in
coordination with the district police and the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), while also acting upon
intelligence provided by central government agencies.

The Department of Home and Hill Affairs has issued the notification regarding the formation of this
task force. However, sources state that final decisions regarding the unit’s operational procedures
and its total personnel strength have not yet been finalized.

Work regarding the task force’s operational procedures has reportedly commenced. According to
police sources, special emphasis will be placed on the Bangladesh border; additionally, the task force
will maintain surveillance along interstate borders.

The task force is set to investigate the financial dealings of organised smuggling rings, the methods
used to launder money via hawala channels, and the identities and roles of those involved.

The task force will operate across the state, excluding areas under the jurisdiction of the Kolkata
Police, though it will maintain coordination with the city police.

Sources at Kolkata Police headquarters indicate that detectives are conducting operations to curb the
rampant drug trade in Kolkata. They have conducted a detailed analysis of past seizures, including
the types of narcotics recovered, the routes used for entry into the city, and the areas with the highest
volume of seizures.

Sources indicate that the decision to establish this task force was taken during a recent meeting with
Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
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Shah had recently visited Bengal during which he held detailed discussions concerning border
security with Bangladesh. The meeting was attended by the Director General (DG) of the National
Intelliegence Agency (NIA) and top officials from the state police.

Previously, while attending an event in Delhi, the Union Home Minister had directed the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) to take action against the rampant drug trafficking and organised syndicates.

Bengal shares the longest border with Bangladesh, and cross-border drug trafficking has reportedly
surged in recent years. Consequently, instructions were issued to the police and relevant agencies to
step up vigilance.
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IG orders crackdown on opium trade, property attachment of
drug traffickers

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/ig-orders-crackdown-on-opium-trade-property-attachment-of-drug-
traffickers/articleshow/132712828.cms

Vishvendu Jaipuriar July 29, 2026

Hazaribag: Bokaro Range Inspector General (IG) Shailendra Kumar Sinha on Wednesday directed
police officers to intensify action against organised crime and narcotics trafficking, announcing a
special drive to identify and attach movable and immovable properties acquired through the illegal
opium trade.

Reviewing law and order, organised crime, left-wing extremism and pending cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act at a meeting in Chatra district, Sinha asked officers
to ensure speedy disposal of investigations.He lauded Chatra police for recent action against illegal
opium cultivation and drug trafficking but said arrests alone would not be sufficient to curb the
menace. “The entire network behind the illegal trade must be dismantled,” Sinha said.

He said police would invoke legal provisions to seize assets generated through narcotics trafficking
with the objective of weakening the financial backbone of organised criminal groups.Sinha also
instructed officers to expedite the execution of warrants, arrest absconders, improve intelligence
gathering and increase patrolling in sensitive areas.
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Airport Customs seizes 397kg ganja in 3 months

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/airport-customs-seizes-397kg-ganja-in-3-months/amp_articleshow/132720205.cms

Tamaghna Banerjee July 29, 2026

Kolkata: Customs officials at Kolkata airport have seized nearly 397 kg of ganja — already
surpassing the total haul of the entire 2025-26 financial year — while arresting 54 people, including a
foreign national, in just the first three months of the 2026—27 financial year, underscoring an
intensified crackdown on narcotics trafficking through one of eastern India’s busiest aviation hubs.

According to data released by the Air Intelligence Unit (AlU) of the Office of the Commissioner of
Customs (Airport & ACC), the agency registered 58 cases between April and June 2026. In
comparison, Customs seized 378.9 kg of ganja during the entire 2025-26 financial year.

June witnessed the largest haul, with customs officials seizing 190.8 kg of ganja and arresting 25
persons. In May, officials recovered 168.2 kg of the contraband and arrested 19 persons, including a
foreign national. Another 37.8 kg was seized in April, leading to the arrest of 10 persons.

Officials attributed the sustained success to intelligence-led operations backed by scientific
passenger profiling, surveillance, risk assessment and coordinated action with domestic and
international enforcement agencies.

“Most of the seized ganja had originated in Bangkok, while other consignments arrived on flights from
Phuket, Hanoi and Singapore. The narcotics were recovered from both checked-in and cabin
baggage, indicating traffickers were using multiple routes and concealment methods to evade
detection,” said a senior Customs official.

Officials said smugglers adopted increasingly sophisticated techniques to hide the contraband. Ganja
was concealed inside chocolate packets and wrappers, embedded within the walls of trolley bags,
mixed with personal belongings, packed in vacuum-sealed pouches and plastic packets, layered
deep inside baggage, and discreetly placed along the sides of suitcases to avoid detection during X-
ray screening and physical examination.

“The repeated interceptions were made possible through meticulous passenger profiling, actionable
intelligence, advanced risk assessment and close coordination with other law enforcement agencies.
The deployment of eight trained K-9 sniffer dogs has further strengthened baggage screening by
helping detect concealed narcotic substances,” the official said.

Alongside enforcement measures, Customs authorities have also intensified passenger awareness
campaigns. Standees have been installed across the airport terminal warning travellers about the
legal consequences of carrying or attempting to smuggle narcotic drugs and urging compliance with
Customs laws.
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3 held for illegal ganja transportation

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/3-held-for-illegal-ganja-transportation/amp_articleshow/132715320.cms

Hrusikesh Mohanty July 29, 2026

Berhampur: Excise personnel of Berhampur division arrested three persons, two of them from
Kerala, on Wednesday for allegedly illegally transporting ganja in two cars. The accused persons
were Karuna Digal (18) of Gadipadar, near Baliguda in Kandhamal district, Abdul Razaque (37) and
Mohammed Jafarali AM (26) of Vidyanagar in Kerala’s Kasaragod district, he said.

They seized around 80kg of ganja and the cars near the first gate area here. Three mobile phone
sets were also seized. The cost of the seized properties was around Rs 20 lakh, said Srutikant Routa,
deputy superintendent, intelligence and enforcement bureau of excise here.

The accused persons were allegedly transporting the ganja from Kandhamal district to Bengaluru via
Berhampur in the cars when the excise team searched their vehicles. The excise personnel are
investigating the involvement of other persons in the drug smuggling. They have verified the accused
persons' involvement in the NDPS case in the past at any police station in the state or other states,
he added.
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South Andaman Police Intensifies Anti-Drug Awareness Drive
Under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan

@ nicobartimes.com/local-news/south-andaman-police-intensifies-anti-drug-awareness-drive-under-nasha-mukt-bharat-abhiyaan

Tarun Karthick July 29, 2026
Sri Vijaya Puram | July 29, 2026

South Andaman District Police has intensified its anti-drug awareness campaign across the district
under the “Nasha Mukt Bharat, Khushhaal Bharat” initiative as part of its Community Policing
programme, with a series of outreach activities aimed at promoting a drug-free society.

The awareness campaign focused on sensitising students, youth, shopkeepers, tourists, drivers,
senior citizens and members of the general public about the harmful effects of drug abuse, the
provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, and the importance of
community participation in preventing narcotics-related offences.

As part of the campaign, Police Station Aberdeen organised awareness programmes at Junglighat,
Ratna Market, Marine Jetty and Marina Park. Police Station Hutbay, along with Outpost R.K. Pur,
conducted programmes at R.K. Pur Vegetable Market and V.K. Pur Bazaar. Police Station
Bambooflat held awareness sessions at Mannarghat, Tsunami Pahad, Hope Town, Shore Point,
North Bay and Government Middle School, Mile Tilak.

Similarly, Police Station Humfrygunj organised programmes at Government Senior Secondary
School, Manglutan, Manglutan Playground and Guptapara, while Police Station Ograbraj covered
Chouldari Market and Ferrargunj Market. Police Station Shaheed Dweep conducted awareness
drives at Neil Kendra Market, Bharatpur Beach Parking Area, Sitapur Parking Area, Government
Secondary School, Neil Kendra, and within the police station premises. Police Station Swaraj Dweep
also organised programmes at Govind Nagar No. 2, Govind Nagar No. 3, Vijay Nagar No. 5, Kala
Pathar Village and Government Middle School, Kala Pathar.

During the programmes, members of the public were encouraged to adopt a drug-free lifestyle,
remain vigilant against drug-related activities and promptly share information regarding drug
trafficking or substance abuse with the police.

A major attraction of the campaign was the participation of the Police Entertainment Team (PET),
which staged Nukkad Nataks (street plays) and cultural performances at educational institutions and
public places. Through interactive performances and storytelling, the team highlighted the dangers of
drug addiction, the importance of resisting peer pressure, making informed choices and the collective
responsibility of society in achieving the goal of a drug-free India.

Reiterating its commitment to community policing, South Andaman District Police stated that it will
continue to organise awareness and preventive initiatives with active public participation to combat
the menace of narcotics.
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The police have appealed to citizens to report any information related to narcotics through the
MANAS Helpline (1933), Police Emergency Helpline (112) or WhatsApp number 9531856080,
assuring that the identity of informants will be kept strictly confidential.
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