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News Summary

NCB

e Delhi: NCB convened 2nd Quarter State-Level JCC meetings in Assam and Madhya
Pradesh to strengthen intelligence sharing, joint investigations and coordinated

anti-drug operations.

e Delhi: Centre expanded the JCC mechanism, integrating 15+ enforcement,
intelligence and financial agencies for intelligence-led action against drug syndicates

and financial networks.
Heroin Trafficking
e Punjab (Amritsar): 20 kg heroin seized; 1 arrested;
e J&K (Samba): 130 g heroin seized; 3 arrested.
e Assam (Guwahati): 67.5 g heroin seized with 5 kg meth tablets; 3 arrested.
e Manipur (Bishnupur): 70 g heroin recovered; 1 arrested.
Synthetic Drugs (MD/MDMA) Trafficking
e Mizoram (Saitual): 72.51 kg methamphetamine tablets seized; 3 arrested.
e Assam (Guwahati): 50,000 Yaba tablets seized; 3 arrested.
e Maharashtra (Jalgaon): 62 g mephedrone seized; 1 arrested.
Ganja Trafficking
e Kerala (Ernakulam): 37 kg ganja seized; 2 arrested.
Emerging Modus Operandi
e Pakistan-backed handlers using drones for cross-border heroin drops.
e Secret vehicle compartments used to conceal methamphetamine and heroin.

e Traffickers increasingly targeting financial infrastructure, hawala channels and

organised syndicates; focus on intelligence-led investigations.
e Rail, taxi and courier/parcel services used for interstate narcotics movement.

Key Trends



Northeast remains a major corridor for Myanmar-origin methamphetamine/Yaba and

heroin.

Enforcement agencies are increasingly prioritising joint intelligence, financial

investigations and cartel disruption over isolated seizures.

Cross-border trafficking through Pakistan and Myanmar continues to dominate major

investigations.

Large commercial consignments of methamphetamine and heroin indicate organised

interstate trafficking networks.

Technology-enabled enforcement through CCTV, digital evidence, financial

intelligence and multi-agency coordination is expanding across anti-drug operations.






NCB Strengthens Anti-Drug Efforts in Assam, MP with Strategy
Meets

I pragnews.com/en/assam-mp-fortify-anti-drug-operations-as-nch-convenes-key-strategy-meets

31 July 2026

In Short

o The Narcotics Control Bureau recently held crucial quarterly meetings in Guwahati and Bhopal,
bringing together various agencies to enhance collaborative strategies against drug trafficking
and bolster intelligence sharing across the states

In a significant move to intensify the fight against narcotics, the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
recently concluded its Second Quarter State-Level Joint Coordination Committee Meetings for 2026.
Convened earlier this week, the crucial deliberations took place in Guwahati for Assam and Bhopal
for Madhya Pradesh, bringing together a consortium of enforcement agencies, officials confirmed on
Friday.

The primary objective of these high-level meetings was to refine and strengthen coordinated
strategies aimed at dismantling drug trafficking networks and enhancing intelligence sharing
mechanisms. Discussions reportedly focused on several critical areas, including improving joint
interrogations, conducting thorough financial investigations to trace illicit funds, executing
synchronized enforcement operations, and ultimately, dismantling drug cartels operating across state
lines.

Officials from various participating agencies reaffirmed their collective commitment to realizing the
vision of a "Drug-Free India." The meetings saw broad participation from key national and state
bodies. For instance, in the Bhopal meeting, it was jointly chaired by the NCB Deputy Director
General (Western Region) and the Additional Director General of the Anti-Narcotics Task Force
(ANTF) for Madhya Pradesh. Representatives from the National Investigation Agency (NIA),
Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau (SIB), Income Tax Department, Customs, Central Bureau of Narcotics
(CBN), Railway Protection Force (RPF), State Prosecution Department, Food and Drug
Administration, and State Excise Department were also present.

During the sessions, concrete plans were firmed up for the rigorous implementation of the Vision
Document on Narcotics Control. Agencies also pledged to proactively address emerging drug
trafficking trends prevalent in their respective regions, underscoring a unified approach to tackle the
evolving challenges posed by illicit drug trade.


https://pragnews.com/en/assam-mp-fortify-anti-drug-operations-as-ncb-convenes-key-strategy-meets

From NIA To BSF, Over 15 Agencies Join Forces As Centre
Strengthens Anti-Drug Crackdown

etvbharat.com/en/bharat/from-nia-to-bsf-over-15-agencies-join-forces-as-centre-strengthens-anti-drug-crackdown-
enn26073106067

ETV Bharat English Team July 31, 2026

ETV Bharat / bharat

Published : July 31, 2026 at 6:29 PM IST

New Delhi: Acting on Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s directive to adopt a “whole-of-government”
approach against narcotics, the Centre has significantly strengthened inter-agency coordination,
bringing together more than 15 central and state enforcement, intelligence and regulatory agencies
under the Narcotics Control Bureau’s (NCB) Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) mechanism.

The intensified coordination was reflected in a series of state-level JCC meetings held across Assam,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Chhattisgarh in July, where agencies dealing
with narcotics enforcement, border security, financial intelligence, taxation and counter-terrorism
jointly reviewed major investigations and chalked out coordinated strategies to dismantle drug
syndicates.

The strengthened mechanism follows Shah'’s directions issued during the apex narco-coordination
centre (NCORD) meeting and the rollout of the Vision Document on Drug Control 2026-29, which
calls for intelligence-led enforcement, financial investigations, coordinated prosecution and disruption
of the complete narcotics ecosystem rather than isolated seizures.

Team of 15

Officials said the present framework now integrates agencies including the NCB, National
Investigation Agency (NIA), Enforcement Directorate (ED), Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI),
Customs, Central Board of Indirect Taxes formations including DGGI and CGST, Income Tax
Department, Intelligence Bureau’s Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau (SIB), Central Bureau of Narcotics
(CBN), Railway Protection Force (RPF), Assam Rifles, Border Security Force (BSF), Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), State Anti-Narcotics Task Forces (ANTFs), State Excise Departments, Drug
Controllers and State Police, besides financial intelligence platforms such as NATGRID and the
Financial Intelligence Unit.


https://www.etvbharat.com/en/bharat/from-nia-to-bsf-over-15-agencies-join-forces-as-centre-strengthens-anti-drug-crackdown-enn26073106067
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%" 2nd Quarter State-Level JCC Meeting of 2026 for Assam, convened by NCB in Guwahati to further
strengthen coordinated action against drug trafficking on 30-07-2026.

@ The meeting was chaired by Shri R. Sudhakar, IPS, Deputy Director General (NER), NCB, with participation
from https://t.co/8wNjK6BOuU3

Jul 31, 2026 - View on X

The latest JCC meeting held in Guwahati on Thursday, chaired by NCB Deputy Director General
(North Eastern Region) R Sudhakar, witnessed participation from virtually the entire enforcement
architecture in the Northeast.

Apart from reviewing emerging trafficking trends, the meeting focused on strengthening financial
investigations, intelligence-led enforcement and dismantling the financial infrastructure of drug
cartels. District Superintendents of Police across Assam also joined the deliberations virtually.

The meeting reviewed significant cases, including the seizure of 80,000 Yaba tablets in Sribhumi
district, in which three accused were arrested, and the recovery of 669.734 kg of ganja concealed
inside 111 cargo parcels at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport, Guwahati, leading to the
arrest of five persons.

On the same day, another JCC meeting in Bhopal brought together agencies including the NIA, SIB,
Income Tax, Customs, Central Bureau of Narcotics, RPF, State Prosecution Department and Food
and Drug Administration.

“The discussions during the Bhopal JCC meeting centred on monitoring major NDPS cases,
dismantling clandestine drug laboratories, expediting preventive detention under the PIT-NDPS Act
and conducting intelligence-led joint operations,” a senior NCB official told ETV Bharat on Friday.


https://x.com/narcoticsbureau/status/2083045301271867895

Earlier this month, similar coordination meetings were held in Chandigarh for Punjab, Haryana and
the Union Territory of Chandigarh, and in Raipur for Chhattisgarh. These meetings focused on
Pakistan-backed cross-border trafficking networks, narco-gangster linkages, terror financing, financial
investigations, money laundering, trial monitoring and greater use of technology platforms such as
NIDAAN, NATGRID and the FIU Portal.

Coordination yielding results

Officials said the enhanced coordination has already translated into major operational successes over
the past three months.

_. NCBINDIA
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%' 2nd Quarter State-Level JCC Meeting of 2026 for Madhya Pradesh, convened by NCB in Bhopal to further
strengthen coordinated action against drug trafficking on 30-07-2026.

© The meeting was jointly chaired by NCB DDG (Western Region) &amp; ADG, ANTF, Madhya Pradesh, with
https://t.co/lgqQOMUPOAIS

Jul 30, 2026 - View on X

Among the most significant was Operation White Strike, in which the NCB seized 349 kg of cocaine
worth about Rs 1,745 crore after a months-long intelligence-driven investigation involving coordinated
action across multiple enforcement agencies to dismantle an international trafficking network.

Another breakthrough came under Operation Ragepill, during which investigators seized 227.7 kg of
Captagon tablets valued at around Rs 182 crore, India’s first major seizure of the synthetic drug. The
operation expanded into financial investigations and international linkages involving multiple
enforcement agencies.


https://x.com/narcoticsbureau/status/2082827671621570758

In another coordinated action, the NCB and Chandigarh police busted a Pakistan-linked
methamphetamine network, recovering methamphetamine, heroin and poppy straw while exposing
cross-border trafficking routes and supply chains.

Officials said the JCC mechanism is increasingly enabling agencies to move beyond isolated
seizures towards coordinated investigations that simultaneously target traffickers, financiers, hawala
operators, logistics providers and organised crime networks.

“With more than 15 agencies now sharing intelligence, conducting joint interrogations and pursuing
financial and terror-linked investigations under a common framework, it is expected that the
integrated enforcement model will significantly strengthen the government’s campaign for a drug-free
India,” the official added.
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Yaba, crystal meth become the new narco currency

ﬁ\ thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/yaba-crystal-meth-become-the-new-narco-currency-4237986

Mohammad Jamil Khan

Editor's Pick

Bangladesh faces a growing drug crisis, with an estimated 8.2 million users. As the country
does not produce narcotics, most are smuggled in from abroad. In a four-part series, The
Daily Star explores the trafficking routes, the threats and the impacts of drug abuse. The
second instalment looks at how drugs are used as a currency for illicit cross-border trade.

Bangladeshi smugglers have long supplied construction materials, fuel and food to armed groups in
Myanmar’s conflict-ridden Rakhine State.

But cash is no longer the only currency in the illicit trade.

Myanmar rebel groups, including the Arakan Army (AA), which controls large parts of Rakhine, are
increasingly using yaba and crystal meth to make partial payment for smuggled Bangladeshi goods,
according to officials and sources familiar with the trafficking network.

The exchange takes place through maritime routes across the Bay of Bengal, where fishing boats
carry Bangladeshi goods to Myanmar and return with narcotics, they said.

The narcotics trail: Traffickers tap 105 border points across 18 districts

According to a source familiar with the trade, Bangladeshi suppliers usually receive half the payment
through hundi before shipments leave Bangladesh. Another 25 percent is paid after the consignments
depart a Myanmar jetty, while the remaining amount is settled during handover at sea.

Smugglers on the Myanmar side prefer Bangladeshi goods such as cement, pulses and ginger
because of acute shortages in conflict-hit Rakhine, the source said.

One trafficking route begins at Ayeik Sit jetty in Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady region, where drugs are
packed and loaded onto fishing boats before being taken into the Bay of Bengal.

Another starts in Yangon and passes through Minbya, Ann, areas near Sittwe, Rathedaung and
Maungdaw before reaching areas close to the Bangladesh border.

“‘Myanmar-side carriers allegedly use satellite devices to contact Bangladeshi receivers before
handing over the consignments mid-sea,” the source said, requesting anonymity.

The consignments then enter Bangladesh through different points along the Naf River, the source
said.


https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/yaba-crystal-meth-become-the-new-narco-currency-4237986
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/crime-justice/news/the-narcotics-trail-traffickers-tap-105-border-points-across-18-districts-4233416

Confirming the use of yaba as a form of payment by Myanmar rebel groups, Somen Mondol, deputy
director of the Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) in Cox’s Bazar, said daily essentials were
being smuggled from Bangladesh while yaba entered the country in return.

Narcotics dept can work at borders, carry arms

“In many cases, fishing boats cross the border with goods. Later, while returning, they bring yaba in
the same boats,” he told The Daily Star.

He said hundi had long been used to settle transactions, but the pattern had changed.
“Now, along with hundi, goods are being sent from here, and drugs are coming in return.”

Asked who was behind the trade, Somen said a section of Rohingyas was involved, assisted by local
groups.

The source, who is familiar with the trade, also shared a wholesale price list for yaba and crystal
meth.

According to the list, Diamond-brand yaba sells for Tk 120 per white tablet and Tk 110 per red tablet.
Lion-Shingaw sells for Tk 105 per tablet, Seriya for Tk 100, Three Stars for Tk 95 and Zinfore for Tk
115.

Crystal meth, or “ice”, sells for Tk 4.5 lakh per kilogram for higher-quality products and Tk 3.5 lakh for
lower-grade varieties.

The list showed Diamond to be the most sought-after yaba brand.

The flow of yaba from Myanmar has increased over the past two years after the Arakan Army took
control of large stretches of the border, according to officials.

Fighting between Myanmar’s military and ethnic armed groups escalated in November 2023. The AA
has since reportedly captured nearly 80 percent of Rakhine State. The military later cut off supply
lines, triggering severe shortages of food, fuel and construction materials.

“To fill those shortages, the AA now depends heavily on supplies from Bangladesh, offering drugs in
exchange,” a senior police official monitoring activities along the Myanmar border told The Daily Star
on condition of anonymity.

The DNC’s Annual Drug Report Bangladesh 2025 also points to a sharp rise in trafficking.

Law enforcement agencies seized 43,562,811 amphetamine-type stimulant (ATS) tablets in 2025, up
90.58 percent from 22,857,751 in 2024. In 2023, the figure stood at 42,977,219.

ATS refers to synthetic stimulant drugs, including methamphetamine-based yaba and MDMA.


https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/narcotics-dept-can-work-borders-carry-arms-4227116

‘Yaba being used as narco-currency’

DNC Director General Md Hasan Maruf said the growing supply was linked to Myanmar rebel groups
using yaba as a “narco-currency”.

SHIPMENT TO MYANMAR

A suspected smuggler has been sending daily commodities, including cement, rice, lentils and edible
oil, from Bangladesh to Myanmar at least three times a month and returning with yaba tablets,
according to a fisherman who worked on his boat.

The suspect, identified as Khalil Majhi, lives in Manpura, Bhola, but operates a fishing boat between
Chattogram port and Myanmar.

The fisherman, who requested anonymity, told The Daily Star that Khalil had been involved in the
trade for the past year.

He said each round trip between Chattogram and Myanmar takes around five days. The head
boatman receives Tk 3 lakh per trip, while other crew members are paid Tk 30,000 to Tk 40,000
each.

According to the fisherman, fishing nets and fish are kept on the boat’s upper deck. On outbound
journeys, daily commodities are stored on the lower deck. On the return trip, fish brought from
Myanmar are loaded there, with yaba tablets concealed inside the fish.

Contacted by The Daily Star, Khalil denied any involvement in illegal trade.

“I rented out my boat for the last six months. The person who took it on rent is doing this business. |
am not involved in any illegal trade. Once | came to know about the activities, | recently brought the
boat back under my control,” he said.

However, Khalil failed to identify the person to whom he claimed to have rented the boat.

SENT ABROAD

The source familiar with the trade with Myanmar rebel groups also claimed that while most of the
drugs are consumed in Bangladesh, some consignments are flown to Oman, Saudi Arabia and Dubai
through Dhaka and Chattogram airports.

Officials said almost all yaba and crystal meth entering Bangladesh originates in Myanmar, with 80 to
90 percent consumed domestically.

Only small quantities are smuggled abroad through air passengers or courier parcels, mainly to
countries with large Bangladeshi migrant populations, a DNC official said on condition of anonymity.

“There have been attempts to send yaba to the Middle East, Europe and the United States, but these
are not large-scale trafficking routes,” the official said.

10


https://www.thedailystar.net/news/crime-justice/news/yaba-being-used-narco-currency-4209966

Another DNC intelligence official said such attempts had declined significantly after airports
strengthened security through improved scanning systems and CCTV surveillance.

Officials said traffickers had also used courier services to send drugs to the Middle East, Europe, the
United States and Australia, but tighter monitoring has made the route increasingly difficult.

CONTINUOUS FLOW

The Border Guard Bangladesh’s 64 Battalion guards key stretches of the Naf River along Ukhiya and
Teknaf in Cox’s Bazar.

Its commanding officer, Lt Col Md Zahirul Islam, said traffickers frequently shifted routes whenever
surveillance was tightened, moving through other border points or maritime channels.

“Whenever pressure increases in one area, they look for alternative routes,” he said, adding that
improved surveillance technology had helped increase yaba seizures.

The BGB said last year that the Arakan Army was directly involved in yaba trafficking and that
smuggling had increased through remote areas of Bandarban’s Naikhongchhari.

Recent operations by the Bangladesh Navy also point to the scale of the cross-border smuggling
network.

On June 26, naval personnel detained 21 alleged smugglers and seized two fishing boats carrying
1,450 sacks of cement in separate operations in the Bay of Bengal.

Earlier that month, on June 2, another operation near Saint Martin’s Island led to the arrest of 20
people and the seizure of 1,700 sacks of cement. The detainees told investigators the consignment
was bound for Rakhine State, where the materials would fetch high prices.

In February, acting on intelligence about a major customs evasion network, the Navy detained 19
suspected smugglers near Saint Martin’s Island and seized 1,140 sacks of cement, 250kg of pulses,
160kg of ginger and 360 bottles of energy drinks.

In another operation in December last year, the Navy detained 11 people and recovered 650 sacks of
Bangladeshi cement and 1,000 litres of diesel that were allegedly being smuggled to Myanmar.

Officials said the repeated interceptions reflected the growing demand for

Bangladeshi goods inside conflict-hit Rakhine, where prolonged fighting and military supply
restrictions have created acute shortages of essential commodities.

Sources said severe shortages in Rakhine have made Bangladeshi goods extraordinarily valuable. A
bag of cement worth around Tk 500 in Bangladesh can reportedly fetch as much as 100,000
Myanmar kyats in conflict-hit areas, generating huge profits that keep cross-border smuggling
networks active despite intensified enforcement.

11



NOT JUST MYANMAR

The use of narcotics as a form of currency is not confined to Myanmar rebel groups.

Officials and law enforcers familiar with anti-drug operations in border areas said similar informal
settlement systems are used in the narcotics trade along Bangladesh’s border with India.

They said traffickers also exchange narcotics such as Phensedyl, cannabis and heroin for
commodities, alongside illegal hundi transactions.

Former Kasba Police Station sub-inspector Faruk Hossain, who served for several years in border
areas and took part in multiple anti-drug operations, said traffickers use several covert methods to
pay Indian suppliers for narcotics smuggled into Bangladesh.

According to Faruk and DNC officials, most payments are made through illegal hundi networks.
Bangladeshi traffickers deposit money with local hundi operators or selected mobile financial service
agents, while their counterparts in India receive the equivalent amount in rupees through coded
transactions.

They said traffickers also use cash carriers to move money across the border, particularly in frontier
areas. In some cases, cash or rupees are handed over directly to suppliers when drug consignments
cross the border.

Faruk and DNC officials said payments are sometimes settled through cross-border trafficking of
commodities such as gold, hilsa and other contraband instead of cash. In such cases, the value of
those goods is adjusted against the price of narcotics supplied from India.

12



Police Arrest 14 Individuals with Drugs in Various Locations

english.ratopati.com/story/72724/14-people-arrested-from-various-locations-with-drugs

Kathmandu. A police team on regular patrol has arrested 14 people with drugs from various places in
the country.

According to the Central Police Newsroom, they were arrested from various places in Jhapa's Kankai
and Damak, Kailali's Tikapur, Morang, Surkhet, and Dang.

From Kankai Municipality-2 in Jhapa, 102 grams 310 milligrams of a substance resembling brown
heroin, 7,200 tablets of Tramadol which can only be purchased with a doctor's prescription, and 7,450
tablets of Nitravet were seized. Azhar Ansari, 27, from Chiptia Tole, Kur sakatta-8, Araria district,
Bihar state, India, and Mohammad Ejwal, 28, from Takiya Tole, Kur sakatta-7, were arrested on
Saturday.

Similarly, from Damak Municipality-5 in Jhapa, 1 gram 520 milligrams of a substance resembling
brown heroin and 4,960 tablets of the controlled drug Tramadol were seized. Buddhi Rai, 34, from
Itahari Sub-Metropolitan City-20, Tarahara, Sunsari, Romi Limbu, 23, from Miklajung Rural
Municipality-2, Morang, and Karan Mallik, 29, from Damak Municipality-7, Jhapa, were arrested.

From Tikapur Municipality-1 in Kailali, 430 milligrams of a substance resembling brown heroin was
seized, and Kris Sharma, 20, from the same place, was arrested. Similarly, from Tikapur Municipality-
9, 1 gram 790 milligrams of a substance resembling brown heroin was seized, and Tej Budha, 30,
from Tikapur Municipality-7, Beluwa, was arrested.

From Letang Municipality-2, Morang, 27-year-old Pramila Lama was arrested with 150 tablets of
Tramadol and 150 tablets of Spasmo-proxyvon. From Pathari Sanischare Municipality-10, Adarsha
Tole, Morang, 19 tablets of Tramadol, 28 tablets of Diclofenac, and cash Rs 13,775 were seized. Mika
Khatri, 27, and Krishi alias Bandana Makkhim, 27, from Pathari Sanischare Municipality-1, Sundar
Basti, were arrested.

From Birendranagar Municipality-9, Latikoili, Surkhet, 720 milligrams of a substance resembling
brown sugar was seized, and Rohit Ghising, 24, from the same place, was arrested. From Zero Dam,
Birendranagar Municipality-4, 500 milligrams of a substance resembling brown heroin was seized,
and Lokendra Bahadur Rawal, 28, from the same place, was arrested. From Bhureli village,
Birendranagar Municipality-2, 210 milligrams of a substance resembling brown sugar was seized, and
Chitra Thapa, 31, from the same place, was arrested.

Similarly, from Sijswarg Tole, Ghorahi Sub-Metropolitan City-13, Dang, a 17-year-old minor was
arrested with 5 grams 110 milligrams of a substance resembling brown heroin, cash Rs 74,000, and
one digital scale.
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$20M in cocaine found beneath floorboards of commercial
truck trailer at California border

[liii freightwaves.com/news/20m-in-cocaine-found-beneath-floorboards-of-commercial-truck-trailer-at-california-border

Phil Brink August 1, 2026

Federal officers uncovered more than 1,000 pounds of cocaine concealed beneath floorboards on a
commercial truck’s attached flatbed trailer. The truck arrived at California’s Calexico Port of Entry.
Authorities estimated the recovered narcotics were worth more than $20 million. The shipment also
included 269 bundles of rebar.

The driver, Jose Manuel Lopez Lopez, was the truck’s only occupant, according to federal
prosecutors. Lopez, 44, entered the United States from Mexicali, Mexico. Officers arrested him after
finding 366 packages within the trailer. The cocaine weighed 1,002.13 pounds, or 454.56 kilograms.

Inspectors find drugs beneath trailer floor

Customs and Border Protection officers X-rayed the attached flatbed during the border inspection.
The scan showed anomalies in its wooden floorboards. A drug-sniffing dog then alerted officers to the
equipment. Investigators unloaded the rebar before removing the planks.

Officers found packages stuffed beneath those boards, the U.S. Attorney’s Office reported. Homeland
Security Investigations agents assisted the inquiry. Drug Enforcement Administration personnel also
participated in the case. Prosecutors described the amount as “a tremendous amount of drugs, even
by the standards of this district.”

The recovery marked the Southern District of California’s second-largest cocaine seizure during
2026. The larger May investigation began with a months-long task force inquiry into a supposed retail
store near Otay Mesa. Agents later found a 1,933-foot cross-border tunnel stretching from Tijuana to
the business. Authorities estimated the passage reached 55 feet deep and included reinforced walls,
rails, ventilation and electricity.

Federal prosecutors charged four people after officers seized 1,029.60 kilograms of suspected
cocaine, or 2,269.87 pounds. Authorities estimated that May recovery had a value of more than $45
million. Investigators found the tunnel’s exit beneath a storage-room floor at the Buy 4 Less store. A
hydraulic lift concealed the access point, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Driver enters not-guilty plea

Lopez pleaded not guilty during his federal arraignment July 28. U.S. Magistrate Judge Lupe
Rodriguez Jr. scheduled his detention hearing for Aug. 3 at 10 a.m. Court records list the matter as
case number 26-mj-08705. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Paul Benjamin and Lawrence Casper are
prosecuting the case.
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Prosecutors charged Lopez with importing cocaine into the United States. The charge falls under Title
21, U.S. Code, Sections 952 and 960. It carries a mandatory minimum prison term of 10 years. A
conviction could bring a maximum sentence of life in prison.

The California Homeland Security Task Force investigated and prosecuted the matter through
Operation Take Back America. Customs and Border Protection, Homeland Security Investigations,
and the Drug Enforcement Administration handled the investigative work. The federal charge remains
an accusation. Lopez is presumed innocent unless proven guilty in court.
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Two drug peddlers arrested with 13 grams of banned narcotics
in Assam's Batadrava

E indiatodayne.in/assam/story/two-drug-peddlers-arrested-with-13-grams-of-banned-narcotics-in-assams-batadrava-1432492-2026-
08-01

India TodayNE August 1, 2026

Batadrava Police arrested two alleged drug peddlers after seizing 13 grams
of suspected narcotics during a routine check in Nagaon district.
Investigators are now tracing where the contraband came from and where
it was meant to go.

e The seizure was made during a routine checking operation on August 1
» Police identified the two accused as Afzal Hussain and Saddam Hussain
 Investigators said the contraband was allegedly being moved from Nagaon to Lahorighat

Batadrava Police in Assam's Nagaon district seized 13 grams of suspected banned narcotics and
arrested two alleged drug peddlers during a routine checking operation on August 1.

The accused have been identified as Afzal Hussain and Saddam Hussain.

According to police, the narcotics were intercepted while the duo was allegedly transporting the
contraband from Nagaon to Lahorighat.

During the operation, police also seized a motorcycle used for transporting the drugs along with two
mobile phones from the possession of the accused.

A case has been registered, and further investigation is underway to ascertain the source and
intended destination of the seized narcotics.
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Mizoram police seize banned Methamphetamine tablets worth
Rs 58 crore, 3 arrested

@ theprint.in/india/mizoram-police-seize-banned-methamphetamine-tablets-worth-rs-58-crore-3-arrested/3003212

PTI August 1, 2026

Aizawl, Aug 1 (PTI) In one of Mizoram’s biggest drug hauls this year, police have seized 72.51 kg of
methamphetamine tablets worth Rs 58.01 crore and arrested three persons in this connection in
Saitual district, an official statement said on Saturday.

The seizure was made early on Friday when a special team of the Saitual District Executive Force
(DEF), conducting routine vehicle checks at Kualmawi in Keifang, intercepted a truck travelling from
Manipur towards Aizawl, about two kilometres south of Saitual police station, the police statement
said.

Police said the driver abandoned the vehicle and escaped into the nearby forest moments after the
truck was stopped.
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Six drug peddilers held in Assam and Manipur; narcotics worth
Rs 23 crore seized

morungexpress.com/six-drug-peddlers-held-in-assam-and-manipur-narcotics-worth-rs-23-crore-seized

Guwahati/lImphal, August 1 (IANS): Assam and Manipur Police, in separate anti-narcotics
operations, arrested six alleged drug peddlers, including a woman, and seized a huge quantity of
methamphetamine tablets, heroin and brown sugar collectively valued at around Rs 23 crore, officials
said on Saturday.

Three of the arrested accused are from Assam, while the remaining three are residents of Manipur.

A senior police official said that personnel of the Special Task Force (STF), along with Assam Police,
acting on specific intelligence inputs, intercepted a vehicle at Amingaon, on the outskirts of Guwahati.
The vehicle was carrying three occupants from Manipur.

During a thorough search of the vehicle, the police recovered 50,000 highly addictive
methamphetamine tablets weighing around 5 kg (excluding the packaging), concealed in specially
built secret compartments of the vehicle. The police also recovered five soap cases containing 67.5
grams of heroin (excluding the packaging) from the vehicle. The total value of the seized contraband
is estimated at around Rs 12.5 crore in the international illicit drug market.

The three accused, who were arrested on the spot, were identified as Kh Tabish (24), Thekcham
Avinash Singh (41), both residents of Thoubal district in Manipur, and Nongmaithem Biswaijit (38), a
resident of Imphal West district.

Police said methamphetamine tablets, popularly known as Yaba or "party tablets", contain a
combination of methamphetamine and caffeine and are widely abused as high-potency narcotics in
Bangladesh, Myanmar and several neighbouring countries, besides parts of India.

Law enforcement agencies have also frequently intercepted consignments of Codeine Phosphate-
based cough syrup, another substance that is illegally trafficked into Bangladesh. These highly
addictive narcotic substances are prohibited under the provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act in India.

Investigators suspect that both the methamphetamine tablets and the heroin were smuggled from
Myanmar and transported through Manipur before entering Assam for further distribution. Security
agencies have repeatedly expressed concern that Manipur and Mizoram have emerged as major
drug trafficking corridors in the Northeast due to their long and largely unfenced international borders
with Myanmar.

Mizoram shares an unfenced border of about 510 km with Myanmar and around 318 km with
Bangladesh, while Manipur has an approximately 400-km unfenced border with Myanmar, making the
region vulnerable to cross-border smuggling of narcotics and other contraband.
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Meanwhile, in Manipur, police personnel conducting routine vehicle checks at the Leingangpokpi
checkpost in Jiribam district intercepted a car and arrested its occupant, identified as Bhima Panika
(42), a resident of Karbi Anglong district in Assam. During the search, the police recovered 5.21 kg of
brown sugar from the vehicle. The seized narcotics are estimated to be worth more than Rs 10 crore
in the illegal market.

In another anti-drug operation, Manipur Police arrested Shahna (27), a resident of Kwakta in
Bishnupur district, after conducting a search at her residence. During the operation, the police
recovered two soap cases containing approximately 70 grams of heroin powder. The value of the
seized heroin is estimated at over Rs 55 lakh.

In a separate development, Manipur Police, continuing the investigation into a case registered under
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985, at Patsoi Police Station,
arrested the main accused, identified as Meraimayum Razak Ahamed (35), a resident of Yairipok
Tulihal Mayai Leikai in Imphal East district.

The accused was arrested from his residence in connection with an earlier case involving the
recovery of brown sugar from a Pajero SUV that had been found at a vehicle workshop. Police said
further investigation is underway to trace the wider network involved in the narcotics trade.
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Cocaine delivery through courier services: Nagaland police
bust inter-state racket

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/india/cocaine-delivery-through-courier-services-nagaland-police-bust-inter-state-racket

PTI August 2, 2026

PTI
Dimapur (Nagaland),

Updated at : 10:14 AM Aug 02, 2026 IST

The Nagaland Police have busted a major inter-state narcotics network that allegedly procured and
distributed cocaine through commercial courier and parcel delivery services and arrested five
persons, an official statement said.

Investigation found that the network used a structured network of suppliers, handlers and delivery
agents. Officials said preliminary findings suggest the network operated in an organised manner, with
defined roles covering procurement, payment layering, inter-state transportation, courier-based
delivery and local distribution.

The arrested accused were identified as Tohuka Sema, alias Toka (35), alleged to be a major cocaine
supplier based in Dimapur; Yeka Awomi (30), who was apprehended in Pune, Biresh Kumar (22) and
Akhtar Hussain (35), who were apprehended in Delhi, and Swantheiba Inkah (25), alleged to have
acted as a delivery agent facilitating the movement of the narcotics.

The police said two other accused, currently believed to be outside Nagaland, were at large and
efforts were under way to arrest them. The probe has uncovered alleged inter-state and international
linkages, including the suspected involvement of a Nigerian national, the statement said.

The police said further investigation was under way to identify additional associates, trace financial
transactions, identify customers and determine the full extent of the trafficking network.

A case has been registered at West police station in Dimapur under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. Around 33 gm of suspected cocaine has also been
seized and sent for forensic examination.
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Assam man arrested with 5.21 kg of brown sugar in Manipur's
Jiribam

E indiatodayne.in/assam/story/assam-man-arrested-with-521-kg-of-brown-sugar-in-manipurs-jiribam-1432386-2026-08-01

India TodayNE August 1, 2026

A 42-year-old man from Assam was arrested after police allegedly recovered 5.21 kg of brown sugar
from a vehicle in Manipur's Jiribam district, officials said on Saturday, Aug 1.

The accused, identified as Bhima Panika, a resident of Panika Basti in Assam's Karbi Anglong district,
was apprehended during a vehicle check at Leingangpokpi under Jiribam police station, near the
Assam-Manipur border adjoining Cachar district.

According to police, the four-wheeler was intercepted during a routine operation, and a subsequent
search led to the recovery of the suspected contraband concealed inside the vehicle.

Panika was taken into custody, and the vehicle used for transporting the narcotics was also seized.

Police have registered a case and launched an investigation to ascertain the source of the brown
sugar and its intended destination. Authorities are also probing whether the accused was part of a
larger drug trafficking network.
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Police close in on kingpin behind synthetic drug trafficking
case

TH thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/police-close-in-on-kingpin-behind-synthetic-drug-trafficking-case/article71294755.ece

The Hindu Bureau 1 August 2026
Published - August 01, 2026 09:32 pm IST - Kozhikode

The special investigation team (SIT) constituted by the Kozhikode Rural police has zeroed in on a
Wayanad native as part of the continuing probe into the Vadakara synthetic drug trafficking case in
which five persons, including three special educators attached to the Perambra Block Resource
Centre (BRC), were recently arrested.

Police sources said the investigators had recovered the suspect’s bank transaction records and
details of phone conversations, which were being examined as key evidence to trace the financial
network behind the alleged drug racket. The arrested were reportedly in frequent contact with the
Wayanad native, who is suspected to have played a role in facilitating the illegal trade.

District Police Chief (Kozhikode Rural) Merin Joseph said details of the investigation could not be
disclosed now. Ms. Joseph, however, confirmed on Saturday (August 1, 2026) that the alleged
kingpin of the network, who was absconding, would be arrested soon.

Police sources said details of the alleged drug racket were expected to emerge after securing the
custody of the accused again for the remaining phase of interrogation. The SIT would strive to expose
the inter-State gang operating behind local networks, they added.

Meanwhile, the General Education department has ordered an inquiry into the alleged involvement of
the three special educators attached to the Perambra BRC in the drug case. A special committee has
been formed to examine the allegations and examine the reported irregularities in the functioning of
the BRC.

Panel to prepare report

The committee, headed by a senior Samagra Shiksha Keralam official, has been directed to complete
the inquiry on priority basis and submit a report to the government. According to Education
department sources, the panel members will prepare the report after visiting the Perambra BRC and
neighbouring BRCs to collect evidence and verify relevant records.

The three special educators arrested in the case are K.C. Keerthana, K. Kavya, and V.P. Neeshma,
who allegedly worked as financial intermediaries for drug traffickers. Their suspected role surfaced
following the arrest of Safwan, the first accused in the case, from Vadakara. Jijin Kuriakose, an online
delivery worker from lIritty, was also arrested for allegedly colluding with the rural drug network.
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Police sources said several other suspected intermediaries who colluded with the drug traffickers’
networks would be interrogated in the days to come on the basis of the already gathered digital
evidence and the statements of the arrested.
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Kidnap probe exposes drug gang; 10 held in separate
operations across Kochi

ﬁ newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2026/Aug/02/kidnap-probe-exposes-drug-gang-10-held-in-separate-operations-across-kochi

Express News Service August 2, 2026

KOCHI: An investigation into the alleged abduction of a youth from outside Forum Mall in Maradu has
led Kochi City police to unravel what they describe as a major narcotics network operating across the
city and neighbouring districts, resulting in multiple arrests and the seizure of MDMA.

According to officers, the incident occurred around 9.50pm on Wednesday, when a scooterist was
allegedly abducted by a group travelling in a car. One of the accused also rode away on the victim’s
scooter. Although no formal complaint was initially lodged, a kidnapping case was filed at Maradu
police station based on the statement of a food delivery man who witnessed the incident.

A special investigation team was constituted the same night under the supervision of the Kochi police
commissioner. CCTV footage helped investigators identify the vehicle used in the crime, which was
found to be registered in the name of V P Shahnas, a Palakkad native and an accused in a narcotics
case.

Further probe revealed the involvement of Francis Xavier, of Thoppumpady, who had been externed
under Kaapa and is accused in several criminal cases, and Kannur native Anoop. Police said the
kidnapping stemmed from a financial dispute over a drug transaction.
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H-NEW busts inter-state drug racket, two arrested in
Hyderabad

@ telanganatoday.com/h-new-busts-inter-state-drug-racket-two-arrested-in-hyderabad

Telangana Today August 1, 2026

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad Narcotics Enforcement Wing (H-NEW), in coordination with the
Hussainialam police, busted an inter-state drug trafficking network and arrested two persons,
including a local drug peddler and a drug transporter.

The police seized 120 grams of OG (hydroponic cannabis), 5 grams of cocaine, 27 LSD blots, two
mobile phones, and a Maruti Suzuki Baleno car (TG12-8766) used for transporting the contraband.

The arrested persons were identified as Mohammed Saif (31), a resident of Babri Alawa, Charminar,
and Sameer Babubhai Waghela (25), a resident of Kurla West, Mumbai.

According to the police, Saif allegedly procured the narcotic substances from a Mumbai-based

supplier, identified as Aditya, through Sameer, who acted as the transporter. After receiving the

consignments in Hyderabad, Saif allegedly distributed the drugs to consumers through his local
network and earned huge illegal profits.

“Saif was allegedly drug trafficking and also addicted to consuming OG, cocaine and LSD. Sameer
allegedly functioned as an intermediary, transporting narcotic consignments from Mumbai to
Hyderabad on behalf of the absconding supplier,” said the officials. Efforts are underway to trace
Aditya and identify other members of the interstate drug trafficking network, the official added.
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Two persons held with 37 kg ganja in Kerala

@ theprint.in/india/two-persons-held-with-37-kg-ganja-in-kerala/3003000

PTI August 1, 2026

Kochi, Aug 1 (PTI) Two people from West Bengal were arrested for possessing 37 kg of ganja in
North Paravur near here as part of the anti-narcotics drive ‘Operation Toofan’, police said on
Saturday.

The arrested were identified as Sabuj Sheikh (19) and Raja Sheikh (20), both natives of Murshidabad
district in West Bengal.

The accused were arrested by a joint team of the Erankulam Rural District Anti-Narcotics Special
Action Force (DANSAF) and North Paravur police, officials said.

The duo had alighted from a train at Chalakudy railway station carrying the contraband and hired an
online taxi to reach North Paravur in an attempt to avoid police surveillance.

The ganja was found packed in separate packets and concealed inside clothes in their travel bags.

According to the police, the accused procured the ganja from Odisha at around Rs 3,000 per kg and
sold it in Kerala for more than 10 times the purchase price.

The duo used to bring the contraband to Kerala, sell it on the same day and return immediately.
Police are also probing people who purchased the ganja from the accused, they said.

Officials said around 550 kg of ganja has been seized in the Ernakulam Rural Police limit so far this
year.

As many as 445 people have been arrested in around 360 cases registered this year, officials added.
PTI TBA TBA ROH

26


https://theprint.in/india/two-persons-held-with-37-kg-ganja-in-kerala/3003000/?amp

Mandya SP urges students to avoid drug use

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mysuru/mandya-sp-urges-students-to-avoid-drug-use/articleshow/132794901.cms

TNN August 1, 2026

Mandya: Superintendent of police VJ Shobharani on Saturday cautioned students against
experimenting with drugs or other harmful substances, warning of serious physical, mental, financial
and social consequences. She said stress, peer pressure, curiosity and negative influences often
push youngsters towards addiction, affecting both individuals and their families.

Speaking after inaugurating the district-level ‘Nasha Mukt — Yuva Viksit Bharat’ programme at SB
Community Hall in Tavarekere, she urged students to spread awareness about the dangers of drug
abuse and support efforts to eradicate the menace. The programme was jointly organised by the
district administration, zilla panchayat, Mera Yuva Bharat, the department of youth empowerment and
sports, Mandya University, the department of school education (PU), and SB Education Trust.

Shobharani said the public can anonymously report drug-related activities through the ‘Drugs Free
Karnataka’ section of the Karnataka State Police mobile app. She stressed that public participation
and timely information are crucial to curbing the drug network.DC Kumara called on youth to lead the
movement for an addiction-free society, saying the nation’s future depends on healthy and
responsible young citizens.
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Jalgaon police seize 629 mephedrone worth Rs

2.9 lakh, arrest one

Aug 1,2026, 11.00 PM IST

Nashik: A 36-year-old man from Jalgaon was arrested after the
police allegedly seized over 62g of mephedrone worth Rs 2.9 lakh
from his possession during an anti-narcotics operation. The
accused, identified as Imran Khan of Fatemanagar in Jalgaon, was
intercepted by the police while allegedly acting suspiciously.

Apart from the mephedrone (MD), the police seized a motorcycle
worth Rs 50,000 and a cellphone worth Rs 20,000. During
preliminary questioning, Khan allegedly told the police that the
drugs had been supplied by a Malegaon resident who is known by
his alias “Golden”.

Based on the information, the MIDC police arrested Khan and

booked the alleged supplier under relevant provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Further investigation is being led by Police Sub-Inspector Deepak

Jagdale.

Jalgaon superintendent of police Shrikant Dhivare reiterated the department’s tough stance against drug
trafficking. “We have a zero-tolerance policy towards drug peddling,” he said, urging people to share information
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about illegal drug trade or consumption through Dial 112 or the nearest police station. He assured that the
identity of informers would be kept strictly confidential.

The operation was conducted under the guidance of SP Dhivare, additional SP Sandeep Gavit and other senior
police officers.
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Six judges to take charge of Special Exclusive NIA Court at
Rouse Avenue

aninews.in/news/national/general-news/six-judges-to-take-charge-of-special-exclusive-nia-court-at-rouse-avenue20260801223302

ANI | 1 August 2026
Aug 01, 2026 22:33 IST

New Delhi [India], August 1 (ANI): Delhi High Court transferred six judges to Rouse Avenue Court as
Special Exclusive NIA Judges on Saturday. These judges include Anu Grover Baliga, Vikas Dhull,
Prashant Sharma, Amit Bansal, Kiran Bansal and Pulastya Pramachala.The judges will take charge
with effect from August 4 of Special Exclusive NIA Courts at Rouse Avenue as per an order issued by
the Delhi High Court.New NIA courts have been constructed at the Rouse Avenue Court. These
courts are to be inaugurated on Monday.

The Courts under the Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) and the NDPS have
also been set up at the Rouse Avenue Court. A special NDPS court will also function from another
court complex.Earlier, the NIA courts were situated at Patiala House Court. MCOCA and NDPS
courts were working from all District courts of Delhi. Additional Sessions Judge (ASJ) Prashant
Sharma was hearing NIA cases against Hafiz Saeed, PFI leaders, Ukraine and US nationals, etc.

As per the order issued by the Delhi High Court, a total of 151 judges have been transferred. 13
judges have been transferred to Rouse Avenue Court as Special Exclusive judges under special Acts
of NIA, MCOCA and NDPS.

Special CBI (MP-MLA) judge Jitendra Singh has been transferred to the family court at Tis Hazari
Court.He had discharged Arvind Kejriwal and other accused in the Liquor Policy CBI case in February
2026. He took charge of this court in October 2024. He has been transferred before a period of 2
years.

Special Judge (MP-MLA) Court Vishal Gogne has been transferred from Rouse Avenue to Dwarka as
Additional Principal Judge, Family Court.Special Judge Anu Grover Baliga was transferred to the
Special NIA Court from the newly set-up court for paper leak cases. Special Ajay Gupta will hold the
court of paper leak case.Four judges, namely Sandeep Yadav, Anuradha Shukla, Devendra Kumar
Sharma, and Bhupinder Singh, were transferred to Rouse Avenue Court as Special Exclusive Judges
(NDPS).

Three Judges namely Gaurav Rao, Gagandeep Singh, and Surbhi Sharma Vats, have been
transferred to Rouse Avenue Court as Special Exclusive Judges (MCOCA).Additional Sessions
Judge (ASJ) Sheetal Chaudhary Pradhan has been transferred from Saket Court to Labour Court at
Rouse Avenue Court Complex. She conducted hearings in money laundering cases against Jawad
Ahmad Siddiqui.Additional Sessions Judge (ASJ) Ekta Gauba Mann has been transferred to the
Delhi High Court as Registrar (Judicial) from the office of the Principal District and Sessions Judge
(HQ), Tis Hazari Court. (ANI)
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DRI seizes significant quantities of gold; drugs, e-cigarettes
and other contraband in pan-India Ops; 20 persons, including
5 foreign nationals, arrested

aninews.in/news/national/general-news/dri-seizes-significant-quantities-of-gold-drugs-e-cigarettes-and-other-contraband-in-pan-
india-ops-20-persons-including-5-foreign-nationals-arrested20260801221025

ANI | 1 August 2026

Aug 01, 2026 22:10 IST

New Delhi [India], August 1 (ANI): Continuing its sustained drive against organised smuggling
networks and transnational trafficking syndicates, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has
carried out a series of intelligence-led operations across the country during the week, resulting in the
seizure of foreign-origin gold, heroin, MDMA, hydroponic weed, red sanders, prohibited wildlife
products, e-cigarettes, foreign-origin poppy seeds and areca nuts, Ministry of Finance said. These
operations led to the arrest of 20 persons, including 5 foreign nationals, involved in smuggling and
trafficking activities and exposed sophisticated concealment techniques employed by organised
criminal syndicates.

On 29.07.26, in a significant operation at Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi, officers of
DRI intercepted two foreign nationals who had arrived from Dubai. Examination of the passenger
trolley revealed a specially created secret cavity fabricated using a steel sheet matching the
dimensions of the trolley and secured with double-sided adhesive tapes. The cavity yielded 40
foreign-origin gold bars weighing 4 kg. The gold was seized, and both passengers were arrested.

Previously in the week, in separate operations conducted jointly by DRI and Border Security Force
personnel along the Indo-Bangladesh border, officers seized around 3.2 kg of foreign-origin gold. The
gold was recovered from a person near the border fence at Tungi, another person at Hili border gate,
and in a third case from a person on a motorcycle intercepted near Nityanandakati, Hakimpur. Three
persons, including a woman, were arrested in connection with the seizures. In addition to the above
cases, DRI officers also seized around 2.2 kg of gold in three different operations conducted at
Varanasi, Delhi Airport and Tamil Nadu and arrested 4 persons. In total, around 9.5 kg gold valued at
around Rs. 14 crore was seized and 9 persons arrested.

Also, in a significant case involving prohibited imports, officers of DRI uncovered an attempt to import
around 14 metric tonnes of Pakistan-origin Guggul resin valued at Rs. 1.4 crore approx. through
misdeclaration of description and country of origin. The consignment had been falsely declared as
natural resin originating from Somalia and routed through Dubai. Guggul resin (Commiphora resin), a
species endemic to the arid regions of India and Pakistan, is listed in CITES Appendix Il and is
categorised as Critically Endangered in the [IUCN Red List. Investigation established that the
consignment was Guggul resin and was of Pakistan origin and had been trans-shipped using forged
documentation.
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The import is in violation of DGFT restrictions prohibiting direct or indirect import of goods originating
in or exported from Pakistan. Two persons involved in the conspiracy were arrested. In another major
wildlife and forest produce smuggling case, officers of DRI intercepted a truck on the outskirts of
Chennai and recovered 142 red sanders logs weighing around 4.8 metric tonnes, concealed behind
empty plastic crates. Red Sanders is a protected species listed under Appendix Il of CITES and
covered under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The seized consignment is valued at approximately
Rs 2.50 crore. Investigation revealed the involvement of an organised smuggling network with a
history of illicit exports. Three persons were arrested.

In Manipur, acting on specific intelligence regarding cross-border narcotics trafficking from Myanmar,
officers of DRI, with assistance from Assam Rifles and Manipur Police, intercepted a vehicle near
Churachandpur and recovered around 2.7 kg heroin concealed inside 220 soap cases. Two persons
were arrested.

In two other operations in Mumbai, DRI officers intercepted two foreign female nationals travelling
from Delhi and recovered synthetic narcotic drugs concealed in specially fabricated cavities in their
respective baggage. The operations resulted in the collective seizure of around 2 kg of amphetamine
crystals and MDMA tablets. Both passengers were arrested under the NDPS Act, 1985.In two
different operations, at Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi and Calicut International Airport,
DRI officers intercepted two passengers, including a foreign nationals around 25 kg of hydroponic
weed was seized from their possession. Both passengers had travelled from Bangkok and were
arrested. In another operation aimed at curbing the illicit import of prohibited goods, officers of DRI
intercepted an import consignment at Nhava Sheva Port that had been mis-declared as LED lights
and fixtures and recovered 9,230 prohibited electronic cigarettes of various brands and flavours.
Electronic cigarettes are prohibited in India under the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019.
The prohibited e-cigarettes, along with the cover cargo, having a total value of approximately Rs 3.70
crore, were seized.

In Mizoram, officers of DRI, assisted by Assam Rifles personnel, searched four suspected godowns
near the Indo-Myanmar border and recovered around 14.5 MT of poppy seeds and 14 MT of areca
nuts, both of foreign origin, collectively valued at around Rs 3.6 crore.

Preliminary investigation indicates that the goods had been smuggled into India through the
Zokhawthar sector of the Indo-Myanmar border. The goods were seized under the Customs Act,
1962. Poppy seeds are classified as a "Restricted" item under the Foreign Trade Policy, and its
imports is permitted only subject to specified conditions, including import of legally cultivated produce
from designated countries and mandatory registration of all import contracts with the Narcotics
Commissioner, Gwalior.
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Rs 20-cr cocaine racket busted; two Nigerian women held

& thehansindia.com/news/cities/new-delhi/rs-20-cr-cocaine-racket-busted-two-nigerian-women-held-1104017

The Hans India August 1, 2026

New Delhi: Two Nigerian women were arrested with over 2 kilograms of cocaine worth around Rs 20
crore after the Delhi Police’s Railway Unit busted an alleged interstate drug trafficking network
operating between Mumbai and Delhi-NCR, an officer said on Saturday.

The seizure was made during a joint anti-narcotics drive by the Special Staff of the Railway Unit and
police personnel from Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station on July 31, the officer said.

Police identified the accused as Chikanso James (43) and Happiness Okoye (41), both Nigerian
nationals. “Teams were deployed at vulnerable locations, including major railway stations, to intercept
suspected traffickers and peddlers. During intensive patrolling at platform number 1 of Hazrat
Nizamuddin Railway Station, a police team noticed two women carrying luggage and behaving
suspiciously,” Deputy Commissioner of Police (Railway) B Bharat Reddy said.

After the team alerted senior officers, police initiated mandatory legal proceedings under the NDPS
Act. During the search of the suspected women, officers recovered 11 packets containing cocaine
from one of the accused.

“The seizure was a major success in the Railway Unit, disrupting an alleged interstate supply network
operating between Mumbai and Delhi-NCR and preventing a substantial quantity of contraband from
reaching the illegal market,” the officer said.

During sustained interrogation, Chikanso James disclosed that the seized cocaine was collected from
west Delhi’s Vikaspuri area. Police said efforts are underway to trace the operation’s financial trail
and establish both backward and forward linkages of the network to uncover the larger interstate
narcotics syndicate.

Investigators are examining whether the accused acted as couriers or were directly linked to an
organised drug distribution network operating across Mumbai and Delhi and other states.

Police said co-accused Okoye was remanded to judicial custody and they seized both accused
individuals’ passports.
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Cross-border drug smuggling racket busted in Amritsar; 20 kg
heroin seized, 1 held

{ tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/cross-border-drug-racket-busted-in-amritsar-20-kg-heroin-seized-1-held

PK Jaiswar August 1, 2026
Chandigarh, Updated At : 05:04 PM Aug 01, 2026 IST

20 kg heroin seized by the Counter Intelligence wing of the Punjab Police in Amritsar on Saturday.
Tribune Photo

The Counter Intelligence (Cl) wing of the Punjab Police has arrested an alleged operative of an
organised drug smuggling network and recovered 20 kg of heroin from his possession in Amritsar.

The accused, identified as Om Sharma, a resident of Jhabal in Tarn Taran district, was allegedly
working on the instructions of a foreign-based handler linked to Pakistan-backed cross-border
smugglers. Police also impounded a car (PB46AJ6021), allegedly used for transporting narcotics.

While sharing the information, Director General of Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav said that preliminary
investigations revealed that Sharma’s role was to retrieve heroin consignments dropped by drones in
border areas and deliver them to traffickers operating across Punjab.

He said the CI, Amritsar, had received specific intelligence that associates of a foreign-based handler
were using drones to smuggle heroin from Pakistan into the Ajnala border belt. The consignments
were allegedly handed over to Sharma, who further distributed the drugs within the state.

Acting on the intelligence, police intercepted Sharma near the Sohian Kalan grain market on
Fatehgarh Churian road and recovered 20 kg of heroin from his possession before he could deliver
the consignment to another operative.

Police officials are now probing the forward and backward linkages of the network to identify other
members of the syndicate and establish possible connections with other smuggling modules.

A case has been registered under Sections 21, 25 and 29 of the NDPS Act at the State Special
Operation Cell Police Station, Amritsar. Further investigation is underway.
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Samba police arrests 3 including 2 co-wives of notorious drug
peddler with 130 gms of heroin

n= dailyexcelsior.com/samba-police-arrests-3-including-2-co-wives-of-notorious-drug-peddler-with-130-gms-of-heroin

Daily Excelsior August 1, 2026

Excelsior Correspondent

SAMBA, Aug 1: In a major breakthrough in its sustained campaign against drug trafficking, Samba
Police has arrested two lady drug peddlers and recovered approximately 100 grams of heroin-
(Chitta) from their possession within the jurisdiction of Police Station (PS) Vijaypur.

Acting promptly on reliable information, a police team from Police Station (PS) Vijaypur launched a
swift operation and intercepted two women pedestrians on Tarapur road who were moving towards
the Vijaypur side under suspicious circumstances. During frisking, approximately 100 grams of
heroin- (Chitta) was recovered from their possession.

The lady drug peddlers were identified as Noora Jan, wife of Mohd Yaqoob @ Yooqa daughter of
Masoom Ali of Sarore and Noor Jahan, wife of Mohd Yagoob @ Yooqa daughter of Miya Bashir of
Rakh Barotian, both presently residing at Rahya tehsil Vijaypur district Samba. They have been
arrested and the contraband item has also been seized on the spot by the police.

Police said a case FIR No. 133/2026 U/S 8/21/22/29 NDPS Act was registered at Police Station,
Vijaypur and investigation started to ascertain the forward and backward linkages so that the entire
drug network involved can be unearthed.

During the course of investigation, it has also come to light that Mohd Yagoob @ Yooqa, the husband
of both accused, is a notorious drug peddler and is involved in 17 cases under the NDPS Act and
other criminal offences registered at various police stations in the districts of Jammu, Samba and
Reasi. Investigation is also underway to examine his linkages with the entire drug network.

SSP Samba reiterated that District Police Samba remains fully committed to its relentless war against
drugs and will continue to take stringent action against drug peddlers and traffickers to make the
district drug-free. He emphasized that no individual involved in narcotics-related activities will be
spared under the law.

In another case Samba Police arrested a drug peddler and recovering approximately 30.42 grams of
heroin- (Chitta) from his possession within the jurisdiction of Police Station (PS) Ramgarh.

Acting on information received from reliable sources, a police team from Police Station Ramgarh laid
a vehicle checking naka near Rakh Rara link road and intercepted a car bearing Registration Number
JK02CC-6143 which was coming from Jakh and moving towards Rara. During search and checking,
approximately 30.42 grams of heroin- (Chitta) was recovered from the possession of the driver of the
vehicle.
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The drug peddler identified as Vinod Kumar, son of Krishan Singh of Ambaran tehsil Akhnoor district
Jammu has been arrested and the contraband item along with vehicle has also been seized by the
police.

A case FIR No. 54/2026 U/S 8/21/22/25 NDPS Act was registered at Police Station, Ramgarh and
further investigation is underway to uncover the forward and backward linkages of the narcotics
network.

The action was carried out as part of the Samba Police's ongoing anti-drug campaign aimed at
dismantling drug networks and curbing the menace of narcotics in the district.
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16 arrested as cops bust heroin den in Fatehabad

{ tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/16-arrested-as-cops-bust-heroin-den-in-fatehabad

Anil Kakkar August 1, 2026

Sirsa, Updated At : 10:23 PM Aug 01, 2026 IST

A house in the Gurunanakpura locality of Fatehabad was allegedly being used as a heroin (chitta)
sale and consumption centre, the police said after raiding the premises and arresting 16 people,
including a woman, on Saturday. A minor, who allegedly supplied the drug, was apprehended under
the Juvenile Justice Act.

The Fatehabad police conducted the raid on a tip-off that youths regularly gathered at the house to
buy and consume heroin. A police team raided the premises under the supervision of SP Nikita
Khattar.

As per the police, 15 youths, a woman and a minor were found inside a room on the upper floor of the
house. They allegedly tried to escape on seeing the police, but were caught on the spot.

During questioning, the accused allegedly told police that they pooled money to purchase heroin from
the minor and consumed it together at the house.

The police recovered 5.64 gm of heroin, 25 lighters, 18 silver foil sheets and 15 makeshift pipes
made from rolled currency notes, all allegedly used for consuming the drug.

A case has been registered at the Fatehabad City police station under Sections 21(B), 27A, 61 and
85 of the NDPS Act. The police said further investigation is underway to identify the source of heroin
and uncover the wider network behind the alleged drug trade operating from the house.
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Punjab Police arresting 145 drug peddlers, recovering 6.7 kg
heroin daily amid drug crackdown

ﬂ_' tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/punjab-police-arresting-145-drug-peddlers-recovering-6-7-kg-heroin-daily-amid-drug-crackdown

Mohit Khanna August 1, 2026

Chandigarh, Updated At : 08:23 PM Aug 01, 2026 IST

While Punjab grapples with drug scourge, drug recovery data of Punjab police reveals concerning
details of prevailing drug menace in the state.

Shocking as it may seem, Punjab police are arresting nearly as many as 145 drug peddlers and
recovering nearly 6.7kg of heroin each day since the launch of its drive Yudh Nashian Virudh’ 17
months ago.

Punjab Police data states that in all 54,916 first information reports (FIRs) were registered, leading to
the arrest of 75,102 drug smugglers and recovery of 3472 kg heroin since March 1,2025.

Director General of Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav said that the Punjab police has been
conducting operations simultaneously in all the 28 Police districts of the state since the launch of this
anti-drug drive “Yudh Nashian Virudh’ launched 17 months ago.

Apart from the recovery of 3472 kg haul of heroin, Special DGP Law and Order Praveen Sinha said
that police have also seized 871 kg opium, 425 quintals poppy husk, 86 kg charas, 1193 kg ganja, 60
kg ICE, 60.78 lakh intoxicant pills/tablets, and Rs 21.64 crore drug money.

On day 518, Punjab Police arrested 91 drug smugglers on Saturday and recovered 20.3 kg heroin,
15,249 intoxicant tablets/capsules and Rs 3800 drug money from their possession. As part of De-
addiction, the Punjab Police has convinced 11 persons to undergo de-addiction and rehabilitation
treatment today.
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Three held with heroin in Tarn Taran

{ tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/three-held-with-heroin-in-tarn-taran

Our Correspondent August 2, 2026

A police team, led by Inspector Navdeep Singh Bhatti of the Sadar police, on Saturday arrested three
persons travelling in a Thar vehicle and recovered 1.234 kg of heroin, Rs 10,000 suspected to be
drug money and four mobile phones from their possession.

The police also seized the vehicle used by the accused. The arrested persons have been identified
as Lovejit Singh, alias Guru, Jaspal Singh, alias Jas, and Deshpratap Singh, alias Vishal, all residents
of Kot Dharam Chand Kalan. SSP Surendra Lamba said the police have registered a case against
the accused under Sections 21-C, 25, 29, 61 and 85 of the NDPS Act.

The SSP alleged that the accused were involved in smuggling heroin from Pakistan.

39


https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/amritsar/three-held-with-heroin-in-tarn-taran

Police arrests three drug peddlers in Pulwama

kashmirvision.in/2026/08/02/police-arrests-three-drug-peddlers-in-pulwama-6

Added on August 2, 2026 KV News

Srinagar: Police in Pulwama arrested three drug peddlers during naka checking in Litter area of the
District, a police spokesman said Saturday. He said that a police party while conducting patrolling and
naka checking at Wasoora Wudder near the Poultry Farm, intercepted a vehicle bearing registration
number JKO1M-4904 travelling from Chakoora towards Pulwama.

During the search of the vehicle, police recovered approximately 3.470 kilograms of a charas powder-
like substance, which was seized in accordance with the prescribed legal procedure. The vehicle
used in the crime was also seized. The accused have been identified as Jamsheed Ahmad Shah, son
of Mohammad Shafi Shah, resident of Chandhar, Pampore; Ishtiyag Ahmad Mir, son of Ghulam
Mohammad Mir, resident of Wasoora; and Shabir Ahmad Malik, son of Ghulam Ahmad Malik, a
resident of Wasoora.

Accordingly, a case under FIR No. 100/2026 has been registered at Police Station Litter under
Sections 8/20 and 29 of the NDPS Act. Further investigation has been initiated to ascertain the
source of the contraband and to identify any forward and backward linkages, the spokesman added.
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Drug testing college students: liTs, lIMs begin with voluntary
urine tests at admission

TH thehindu.com/news/national/drug-testing-college-students-iits-iims-begin-with-voluntary-urine-tests-at-
admission/article71294518.ece

Abhinay Lakshman 1 August 2026
Published - August 01, 2026 08:40 pm IST - New Delhi

Under directions from the Union government, higher educational institutions across India, starting
with [ITs and IIMs this year, have begun suggesting that incoming students submit a voluntary urine
test for drugs such as amphetamines, cocaine, marijuana, benzodiazepines, and phencyclidine
(PCP) with their admission paperwork.

According to government officials and admission documents for incoming students, the test is
voluntary and is to be taken on the understanding that it will be kept confidential, is anonymised, and
will not influence the student’s admission.

This initiative by the Education Ministry’s Department of Higher Education is part of the Union
government’s broader efforts to tackle narcotics in the country, as outlined in the Narcotics Control
Bureau’s ‘Vision Document on Narcotics Control 2026-29' — a key strategy of which is to screen
around 10 lakh students across 170 centrally-funded higher education institutes for drugs in the next
three years in a phased manner. The vision document has characterised the misuse of psychoactive
substances among students in colleges and universities as “a growing health concern”.

PM to launch scheme

The mission to screen 10 lakh students by 2029 for drugs and substance use comes just as the
government is finalising the questions for its next and most expansive yet survey of substance users
across India, the results for which will be expected over the next few years. Further, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is scheduled to launch the ‘Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan’ on
Sunday (August 2, 2026), which is meant to “inspire youth to stay away from substance abuse”.

Government officials told The Hindu that the basic guidelines for drug testing of college and university
students were provided by the National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences in New Delhi. Under this framework, the test is meant to be strictly voluntary and
confidential, cannot result in any “negative repercussions on the students taking it whatsoever”, and
should be kept for counselling purposes only.

According to the brochure issued to the incoming 2026-28 batch of MBA students at IIM Lucknow, the
Department of Higher Education has required that the urine test drug panel should be conducted at
an NABL-certified laboratory within seven days of submitting the report. It further said that the
students should submit the report in a closed envelope marked “confidential” for the eyes of the
student wellness committee alone.
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A similar document issued to incoming B.Tech students at the Indian Institute of Technology in Goa
has noted that the test is voluntary and confidential in nature, and that the Ministry of Education had
designed it “primarily for preventive health and support”. The IIT Goa admissions document added
that any findings from the submitted tests will not affect “academic status, admission, or hostel
eligibility” and “shall not lead to disciplinary measures, suspension, or any form of expulsion”.

[IM Lucknow’s brief for students, however, says that the test results will not affect admission but does
not explicitly mention that students will not face any negative repercussions during their time at the
institute.

Three-phase programme

This drug screening programme is being implemented in three phases, with IITs, [IMs, and one
central university starting this year under the first phase. The following year (2027-28), the
government has planned to take the screenings to 32 NITs, eight IISERSs, three SPAs, 25 IlITs, and
four centrally-funded technical institutes. This will be followed by taking the programme into 46 central
universities and four deemed-to-be-universities during 2028-29.

Apart from the screenings, the vision document for drug demand reduction among the youth outlines
plans to start declaring university and college campuses and the areas around them as “drug-free”
and training teachers on prevention of substance abuse.
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Drug abuse awareness programme held at Chanapora

G{ greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/drug-abuse-awareness-programme-held-at-chanapora-12220031

GK NEWS SERVICE August 2, 2026
Kashmir

Ahata Waqar, Senior Citizens Council, Chanapora, on Saturday organised a drug abuse awareness
workshop to sensitise people about the growing menace of substance abuse and the need for
collective efforts to tackle the issue.

The programme was attended by senior citizens, social activists, students, youth and members of
civil society.

Delivering the keynote address, renowned physician, author and scholar Dr Nissar Ahmad Bhat Trali
described the rising incidence of drug addiction among youth as a matter of grave concern.

He said substance abuse had emerged as one of the biggest challenges confronting society and
called upon parents, teachers, religious scholars, social organisations and government agencies to
work together to combat the menace.

Dr Trali stressed the importance of promoting moral, educational and spiritual values among young
people, encouraging healthy recreational activities and ensuring timely counselling and guidance.

He also highlighted the need to strengthen de-addiction, rehabilitation and counselling centres to help
affected youth return to normal life.

Appreciating Ahata Waqar for organising the programme, Dr Trali called for intensified public
awareness campaigns against drug abuse.

Referring to available reports, he said nearly 1.06 lakh children in Kashmir had reportedly fallen victim
to drug addiction, describing the issue as a humanitarian crisis with far-reaching social
consequences.

On the occasion, Mohammad Morifat Qadri, Editor-in-Chief of the Urdu daily Afaaq, was conferred
with the "Sharaf-e-Waqar Award" in recognition of his contribution to raising public awareness against
drug abuse and highlighting important social issues through responsible journalism.

Presenting the citation, Ahata Waqar Executive Member and Media Consultant Mushtaq Shah
Mehram highlighted Qadri's contributions to journalism, literature, social welfare and humanitarian
work. He said Qadri had also played a significant role in preserving Kashmir's culture and heritage
while rendering distinguished services in print and electronic media for nearly three decades.

Geriatric expert Dr Saqgiba Afzal spoke about the early warning signs of drug addiction and urged
parents to closely monitor behavioural changes in their children to ensure timely intervention.
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Students of Candid Higher Secondary School, Nowgam, participated in a debate on drug prevention,
emphasising the role of youth in building a drug-free society. The students also pledged to spread
awareness among their peers.

Chairman of Ahata Wagqar, while welcoming the guests, called for united efforts to curb drug abuse.

The programme began with the recitation of the Holy Qur'an by Javed Ahmad Beigh, followed by
Naat and Mangabat by Khazir Mohammad Trag and Qazi Abdul Rashid. The proceedings were
conducted by Laila Sultan.

The workshop concluded with an appeal for sustained community participation, coordinated
institutional efforts and continued public awareness initiatives to safeguard the younger generation
from the harmful effects of drug addiction
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Police arrest drug peddler with 5g brown sugar in
Chatra

Aug 1,2026, 06.03 PM IST
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Hazaribag: A drug peddler was arrested with 5 grams of brown
sugar from near Bhurkunda forest in Chatra district on Saturday,

ltkhori police said.

Officer in-charge of the Itkhori police station Abhishek Kumar
Singh said, “Acting on the directions of SP Animesh Naithany, a
team, led by DSP (Headquarters) Sunil Kumar Singh, cordoned off
the area. Accused Raju Kushwaha (28), a resident of Pitij village,
was apprehended near a bridge at Daridag Mor under the
Bhurkunda forest area on the Chatra—-Itkhori road while he was
allegedly negotiating a drug deal. Around 5 gm of brown sugar,
wrapped in a paper packet inside a plastic bag, and a mobile

2026, 08,00 L2056

phone were seized from the accused.”

“An FIR has been registered under the NDPS Act and the accused sent to judicial custody. Kushwaha is a history-
sheeter, with two cases registered against him at the Itkhori police station. A hunt has been launched to trace

and arrest other members of the network,” he added.
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